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Article from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Stockholm Agreement gives hope
of peaceful solution in Yemen

Published 14 December 2018

During eight intensive days, the eyes of the world were
trained on Rimbo, where UN Special Envoy Martin
Griffiths led consultations with the parties to the conflict
in Yemen. The delegations from the two parties, the
Government of Yemen and Ansar Allah, agreed on
Thursday 13 December in the ‘Stockholm Agreement’ to
a ceasefire in the port city of Hodeidah. The parties
have agreed to withdraw their troops from Hodeidah and
for the port to be managed and monitored with UN
support, which will enable the import of vital provisions
to the country. The Stockholm Agreement also includes
a prisoner exchange and steps towards a ceasefire in
the city of Taiz.

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres participated in the final stages of
the negotiations and spoke about the importance of trust-building talks and
the agreements reached in Sweden.

“This 1s just a beginning. But at least, it’s the beginning of a process in which
there is a clear will to come to an end result that is peace in Yemen and the
future that the Yemeni people deserve. The fact that we came to an
agreement on Hodeidah — that many would consider the most difficult of the
problems on the table — gives us the hope that this process will now be
moving step by step,” said Mr Guterres.

“The Yemeni people now want to see results. They want stability, prosperity
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and peace in their country,” said Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot
Wallstrom, and encouraged the parties to continue to engage constructively
with the UN process to pave the way for stability and peace in Yemen.

“We hope that this positive spirit of Rimbo will prevail,” added Ms
Wallstrom, who also raised the important role played by the Women’s
Technical Advisory Group in the process.

Statement by Minister for Foreign Affairs at end of consultations
Full text of the Stockholm Agreement

UN press release from the concluding press encounter with Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres



W Government Offices of Sweden

Article from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

#StandUp4HumanRights in focus
as the Ministry for Foreign Affairs
marks the 70th anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights

Published 07 December 2018

On 10 December, the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights celebrates its 70th anniversary. But democracy
and human rights are still under threat around the world.
Via the #StandUp4HumanRights communications
campaign, the MFA in Stockholm, missions abroad and
partners are highlighting human rights in various ways —
with the aim of creating opinion and reminding decision-
makers to live up to their commitments.

- Human rights, democracy and the principles of the rule of law are at the
core of Sweden’s foreign policy and permeate our operations in both word
and deed. At a time when the rules-based multilateral international order is
being challenged, it is particularly important that we dare to stand up for
these principles, says Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrom.

In connection with the anniversary on 10 December, many missions abroad
are holding seminars or events with the aim of supporting and increasing
awareness about the principles set out in the Universal Declaration. Since the
70th anniversary coincides with Nobel Day, the MFA is also cooperating
with the Nobel Foundation to highlight the fact that human rights are a
precondition for research and science.
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Handbook on Sweden’s feminist
foreign policy launched

Published 30 August 2018

On 23 August, Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot
Wallstrém presented a handbook on Sweden’s feminist
foreign policy. “In a worsening climate where human
rights and women'’s and girls’ rights are increasingly
questioned and threatened, and in a world of shrinking
democratic space, a feminist foreign policy is needed
more than ever. | hope this handbook can be of help
along the way for all of us who want to continue fighting
for a gender-equal world,” says Ms Wallstrom.

The handbook shares the lessons and examples of four years of feminist
foreign policy. At the same time, it describes just a small sample of all
experiences, not least because the work is constantly evolving.

Sweden is the first country in the world to pursue a feminist foreign policy.
The handbook is intended to support the Swedish Foreign Service, central
government administration and society in general. But the handbook is also
expected to attract an international readership, since there is major
international interest in the policy.

The handbook answers many of the questions about how Sweden has
worked on developing and implementing the feminist foreign policy, and is
structured to be relevant to anyone working multilaterally, bilaterally or on
changing social norms in general.

The handbook is available from regeringen.se in both Swedish and English,
and in PDF and printed formats.
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Climate change belongs on the
security agenda

Published 04 July 2018

The effects of climate change threaten peace and
security and must therefore be dealt with as a global
security issue. This and how developments should be
dealt with were the point of departure when Minister for
Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrém took part in the high-
level event ‘Climate, peace and security: the time for
action’ in Brussels on 22 June.

"A climate change conference will be held in Katowice in December this
year, and that agenda must incorporate climate-related security risks,"
emphasised Ms Wallstrom in her concluding remarks.

In addition to ministers from countries across the globe, participants included
UN environment, climate change and disaster management representatives,
NATO and other organisations, European Commissioner for Climate Action
and Energy Miguel Arias Cafiete and the event's initiator High
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Federica
Mogherini.

In her opening address, Ms Mogherini stressed the fact that for the second
year in a row, climate impacts have displaced more people than war. She
added that control over water is also becoming an issue of power and a
source of conflict.

"The international community must become much better at understanding,
highlighting and committing to tackling the security threats posed by climate
change. A climate change conference will be held in Katowice in December
this year, and that agenda must incorporate climate-related security risks,"
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said Ms Wallstrom at the event, where she both took part in a panel
discussion and summarised the discussions in a concluding address.

The different effects of climate change were highlighted. They included the
immediate impact of extreme weather events that requires preparedness, but
especially the long-term consequences, as sea levels are expected to rise,
disrupting hydrological cycles and drying up lakes and other fresh water
sources, leading to extensive drought events. Several participants highlighted
the risk of these developments increasing competition for food and water,
undermining people's ability to support themselves. This could in turn cause
people to be displaced and increase tensions in nations already at risk,
resulting in instability and conflict. The risk of people in vulnerable situations
joining extremist groups was also highlighted.

Other issues discussed included the leadership role that large organisations
such as the EU and UN must assume, and the close global cooperation
needed to build capacity, increase knowledge and promote cross-sectoral
efforts to tackle common challenges and threats.

"We are seeing a lot of extremism and nationalism, when what we really
need is more multilateralism, not least to tackle the challenges posed by
climate change. When Sweden holds the presidency of the United Nations
Security Council in July, we will focus on the link between climate change
and peace and security," said Ms Wallstrom.

"These challenges must be taken very seriously. We therefore very much
welcome this initiative by Federica Mogherini. This event offers an
important platform for advancing the discussion on how to address these
complex issues," said Ms Wallstrom.
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19 updated country reports on
human rights, democracy and the
rule of law — some positive
developments but still a long way
to go

Published 28 June 2018

Today, the Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs
publishes new, updated country reports on human
rights, democracy and the rule of law, covering 19
countries in the Americas, Central Asia and Eastern
Europe in which Sweden has a permanent presence.
The reports are written in Swedish and can be found on
the Government’s website.

Our country reports are one of the many tools available to us to promote
respect for human rights, democracy and the rule of law. This work involves
a large part of the Swedish Foreign Service. The reports give us knowledge
and underpin our analysis.

This round of reports describes the situation as of 31 December 2017. The
reports are all written using the same standardised format, and all issues are
covered for all countries: an important principle to ensure uniform
assessments.

All in all, we see that while progress is being made in some areas, other areas
are lagging behind — not least in terms of the situation for certain groups of
individuals.
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Since 2000, poverty has been reduced extensively in the Americas as well as
in Central Asia and Eastern Europe, which has led to a better living standard
for millions of people. When people are lifted out of poverty, doors open to
new opportunities.

At the same time, we see great challenges when it comes to upholding the
rule of law. Corruption, nepotism and, in some areas, collusion with
organised crime are widespread, despite many countries having adopted
legislation to counter these developments.

The huge increase in the number of democracies in the world since the end
of the Cold War has halted. In some areas, developments are even moving
backwards.

Civil society space is shrinking. Many countries, not least in Eastern Europe,
have instituted complicated legislation often specifically targeting human
rights organisations that are critical of the ruling party. Laws on 'foreign
agents' are used to silence civil society.

In the Americas, defenders of the rights of indigenous peoples, often in
connection with conflicts concerning land or natural resources, are often
particularly vulnerable and, in some cases, structurally discriminated against.

Human rights are violated around the world with worrying regularity,
including in these regions. Freedom of expression, of the press and of
information is often protected in the countries' constitutions, but purported
threats against national security or from terrorism are often used to legitimise
restrictions to these and other freedoms, as well as to arbitrarily detain
peaceful protesters.

In all three regions, religion is often very present in society, even in countries
that do not have an official state religion. Sometimes this leads to religious
minorities being denied access to human rights, including through targeted
violence.

The conditions in detention centres and prisons are generally very tough and
torture occurs, to a greater or lesser extent, in several countries. Sexual and

gender-based violence is still commonplace.

We see that people face difficulties organising themselves in independent



unions, both because of deliberate actions against them and because the
permitted unions are closely linked to the ruling party.

The reports show that sexual and reproductive health and rights remain
limited. While there are some positive developments, many countries in
Latin America still have very restrictive legislation on abortions, leading to
hundreds of thousands of illegal abortions every year. Alongside the physical
and mental risks to these women, in some cases they risk facing long prison
sentences for having an illegal abortion.

Almost every report describes how women and girls continue to face
violence and discrimination, both in law and in practice. Domestic and
intimate partner violence, particularly affecting women and children, are
often seen as a private matter to be handled within the family, often leading
to complete impunity for the perpetrator.

However, it is not all bad news.

In some countries, special courts have been established to investigate
violence against women. In other countries, women's political participation
has increased. In addition, some countries, especially in the Americas, have
taken steps forward in terms of recognising that LGBTI persons should be
able to enjoy the same human rights as everyone else. Finally, almost all
countries in the Americas, Central Asia and Eastern Europe have abolished
the death penalty, either through legislation or through a de facto
moratorium.

Overall, however, the reports give us cause for concern. But our work does
not end here — it will continue with determination and purpose until human
rights, democracy and the rule of law are equally assured to everyone,
everywhere and all the time.

I hope that our reports, and the information contained in them, will further
strengthen the work that we all do. I also hope that they will be seen as a
support to all the brave women and men who — sometimes at risk to their
own lives — work to strengthen respect for human rights, and for democracy
and the rule of law.

Finally, I hope they can convey a signal to other countries that Sweden will
not remain silent when we see human rights being violated.



On 9 September this year, Sweden will hold general elections. That is a
privilege. We who live in a country of free and fair elections, and with strong
legal protection for human rights, have a special responsibility to pay
attention to and help those whose voices may otherwise be silenced.

Let us take that responsibility seriously and stand up for all human rights,
everywhere and all the time.

Margot Wallstrom, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Sweden
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Stockholm Forum on Gender
Equality - Hosts' summary and
reflections

Published 20 June 2018

The Stockholm Forum on Gender Equality was held on
15-17 April 2018 and gathered more than 700
participants from over 100 countries and a multitude of
sectors and functions. The discussions covered a broad
range of areas and focused on concrete methods and
tools to enhance gender equality and the full enjoyment
of rights, representation and resources for all women
and girls.

The hallmark of the Forum was co-creation. This included:

¢ A broad nomination process in which CSOs and other partners joined the
Swedish Foreign Service, the Swedish Institute, the Swedish
International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida) and the Folke
Bernadotte Academy (FBA) in suggesting participants.

e A co-owned agenda inspired by the participants themselves and what
they reported as being the greatest challenges to gender equality.

¢ A collaborative process in which partners, collaborators and participants
developed and organised seminars together and in close dialogue with
the Swedish Institute.

Results

¢ A unique Forum constituting a global and vibrant manifestation and
mobilisation for gender equality and the full enjoyment of human rights
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by all women and girls.

¢ A powerhouse of inspiration co-created by, and further invigorating, a
multitude of gender champions from all over the world.

e A total of 29 interactive seminars and roundtable discussions that were
co-organised with participants and — thus — contributed to substance,
methods and partnerships.

¢ A platform for non-stop sharing of experiences and best practices, both
within and across sectors, policy areas and regions.

e A wealth of new and further developed initiatives, commitments and
partnerships focused on areas such as creating awareness, legislative
change and capacity building, involving countries from all over the
world.

¢ A number of launches of new tools, such as a "'Women, Business and the
Law' report from the World Bank Group.

e A Call to Action to counter the shrinking space and to increase support
for women human rights defenders, drafted and presented by the Kvinna
till Kvinna Foundation with partners and other women's rights activists.

e A broad communicative reach. During the week of the Forum alone the
hashtag #GenderEqualWorld reached almost 3 million people, trending
in countries such as Australia, India, the US and the UK, and also
achieving huge reach in countries such as Brazil, Canada, China, the
Democratic Republic of Congo, Egypt, France, Iraq, Poland and Turkey.

e A wide range of articles and news broadcasts in traditional media around
the globe.

e A distinct contribution and push for the efforts to implement the SDGs
as well as CEDAW and other relevant conventions, resolutions and
agreements.

e A starting point for discussions in new constellations, including in the
form of a first cross-sectoral Feminist Think Space held back-to-back
with the Forum and co-hosted by UN Women and the Swedish Ministry
for Foreign Affairs, and cofacilitated by UN Women and Sida.

Next steps

¢ Building on the momentum and capitalising on the results of the
Stockholm Forum on Gender Equality, Tunisia will host the conference
Tunis Forum on Gender Equality in 2019.

e Participants are pursuing a number of other initiatives linked to and/or
inspired by the Forum.

e Participants can continue to register initiatives, commitments and
partnerships resulting from or connected to the Forum on the Forum



website: http://genderequalworld.com/initiatives/.

The Swedish Institute will post documentation from all the seminars and
roundtables on the website. Together with other outcomes of the Forum,
the documentation will serve as a library of best practices and a platform
for continued networking.

The Swedish Institute will develop a tool kit so that Swedish embassies
and other stakeholders can take the Forum and its outcomes further in
their respective context.

Sweden commits to implementing the 2018 action plan for feminist
foreign policy and launching a handbook on how to conduct a feminist
foreign policy. Sida will operationalise the new global development
cooperation strategy for gender equality.

Sweden will present the documentation and results of the Forum to UN
Women, as well as cooperate with UN Women and other partners on
following up the Forum, including by disseminating and drawing on the
best practices and experiences shared.

Sweden will continue the dialogue with partners interested in arranging
events inspired by and following up the Forum.
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Joining forces to strengthen global
gender equality efforts

Published 23 April 2018

More than 700 gender equality advocates from more
than 100 countries gathered at the Stockholm Forum on
Gender Equality to exchange experiences and mobilise
efforts for global gender equality. The participants
included key figures from civil society organisations,
business, academia and poalitics. They all have the
same goal: a gender-equal world.

The Forum took place at a decisive point in time. While gender equality is
progressing in many places, many of the participants highlighted the fact that
gender inequality and discrimination of women and girls are among the
greatest human rights challenges of our time. Efforts to promote women's
and girls' rights, representation and access to resources therefore require
concerted action. It requires cooperation between gender equality advocates
and decision-makers, and between men and women.

Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrom began her speech with a
special welcome to the men, stressing that gender equality is not a women's
issue — it concerns peace, security, development and democracy. To
illustrate the path to gender equality, she quoted Mahatma Gandhi:

"First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight you, then you
win. | sense that we are winning," she said.

More statistics needed

To tackle the issue of gender equality, the right conditions are required.
Isabella Lovin, Minister for International Development Cooperation and
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Climate and Deputy Prime Minister, highlighted identifying gender
inequality as an area requiring considerable improvement.

"What you don't know about, you don't care about. We need more statistics
on gender equality in the world to move forward. That will give even better
opportunities to work for increased gender equality," she said.

"Gender equality is smart economics"

Minister for EU Affairs and Trade Ann Linde made the point that gender
equality is not only wise and right, it is also smart economics.

"Women who participate in the labour market have more power over their
own lives. This strengthens the whole of society. Shutting women out of
economic activity is probably the world's greatest waste of opportunity and
talent," said Ms Linde.

The Forum delegates are now urged to submit concrete examples of
commitments, initiatives and cooperation to continue supporting and
inspiring each other in their efforts to increase gender equality.
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Note to members of the media:
Programme for UN Secretary-
General and Security Council
working meeting and visit in
Sweden 20-23 April 2018

Published 20 April 2018

The annual informal working meeting with the UN
Secretary-General and the Security Council will be held
at Dag Hammarskj6ld's farm Backakra in Skane on 21—
23 April 2018. Afterwards, UN Secretary-General
Anténio Guterres will continue to Uppsala and
Stockholm.

Media programme
Friday 20 April

Visit to the European Spallation Source (ESS), Lund

Members of the Security Council visit the European Spallation Source (ESS)
in Lund. This is a unique material research facility based on the world's most
powerful neutron source. Sweden and Denmark are the host countries of the
ESS, which is one of Europe's largest infrastructure projects for research.
The visit provides an opportunity to examine the interplay between
technological development and global challenges, and how research and
development can be used to meet current problems and crises.

The media will have the opportunity to cover the beginning of the visit.
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Saturday 21 April

Secretary-General and Security Council informal working meeting at
Backékra

Besides the Secretary-General and members of the Security Council, Prime
Minister Stefan Léfven and Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrom
will be on hand in connection with the informal working meeting.

Photo opportunity on arrival.

Press briefing/doorstep with Prime Minister Stefan Léfven, UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres, Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrom
and President of the UN Security Council, Peru's UN Ambassador Gustavo
Meza-Cuadra.

Sunday 22 April

Secretary-General visits Uppsala

Secretary-General Antonio Guterres delivers the Dag Hammarskjold Lecture
at Uppsala Castle. Since 1998, the Lecture has been an annual event held in
memory of Dag Hammarskjold and the values he stood for in his deeds and
actions. Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrom and Minister for
International Development Cooperation and Climate and Deputy Prime
Minister Isabella Lovin will attend on behalf of the Government. In addition
to the Lecture, the Secretary-General will take part in a wreath-laying
ceremony at Dag Hammarskjold's grave and have a meeting with Crown
Princess Victoria.

A separate press invitation will be sent by the co-organisers, the Dag
Hammarskjold Foundation and Uppsala University.

Monday 23 April

Prime Minister Stefan Lofven receives Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
in Stockholm
Press mvitation
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The UN Secretary-General will be
holding an informal working
meeting with the Security Council
in Sweden

Published 22 March 2018

In April, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres will
hold his annual informal working meeting with the UN
Security Council in Sweden. The meeting will take place
in April at Dag Hammarskjold’s farm Backakra in
Skane. During his visit to Sweden, the Secretary-
General will also have talks with the Prime Minister, as
well as giving the annual Dag Hammarskj6ld Lecture,
which is arranged by Uppsala University and the Dag
Hammarskj6ld Foundation.

What will the meeting with the Security Council be
about?

The theme of this year's meeting is how UN peace-keeping missions can be
strengthened and made more effective, and how cooperation can increase
between regional organisations. The meeting is an opportunity for the
Secretary-General and the Security Council to discuss current issues in a
confidential and informal setting.

Who will be taking part?

The informal working meeting will be attended by the Secretary-General and
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the members of the Security Council, represented by their UN ambassadors.
The Prime Minister and the Minister for Foreign Affairs will also attend parts
of the meeting. The Secretary-General will pay a longer visit to Sweden and
will also have talks with the Prime Minister, as well as giving the Dag
Hammarskjold Lecture, which is arranged by Uppsala University and the
Dag Hammarskjold Foundation. Representatives of the Riksdag parties will
be invited to take part in parts of the programme.

What is Sweden's role?

The Secretary-General holds an informal working meeting every year, as will
be the case this year too. With the meeting being held in Backikra, Sweden
will host the visit of the Security Council and the Secretary-General. The
Prime Minister will host a working lunch and the Minister for Foreign Affairs
will host a dinner for the Security Council.

During its time on the Security Council, Sweden has taken an active role and
achieved concrete results. Sweden has a long tradition of working for
conflict prevention, as well as for peaceful solutions to conflicts. Moreover,
it was Dag Hammarskjold, a Swede, who took the initiative to create the
UN's first peace-keeping mission with armed troops.

Why Sweden and Backakra?

This is a unique opportunity for Sweden to provide a meeting place for the
entire UN Security Council. Backakra has been renovated so as to function
as a meeting place on topics that were close to Dag Hammarsk;jold's heart,
such as international cooperation, peace research, the environment and
human rights.

Why is this important?

The informal dialogue at the working meeting will give the Secretary-
General an opportunity to gain support among the Security Council members
for his ideas for reform of UN peacekeeping. For Sweden this is an
opportunity for exchange with the highest leadership of the UN, as well as
with its bodies for peace and security. It is also an opportunity to further
strengthen Sweden's impact during our time on the Security Council.

Who is paying?



Sweden and the UN will share the costs. The UN will cover the costs of the
Secretary-General's travel to and from Sweden. The UN will also pay for
most of the costs of his delegation's travel and some of the delegation's hotel
costs in Stockholm. Sweden will cover the rest of the costs, including the
Council members' travel to and from Sweden, some of the costs of their and
the Secretary-General's accommodation in Sweden, and the meeting venue.
The costs are expected to amount to SEK 2 million, which will be charged to
the Government's budget, expenditure area 5 International cooperation,
appropriation 1:2 Peace and security-building activities, appropriation item
4:1 Ministry for Foreign Affairs — special initiatives. The financing, budget
and costs will be
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Talks between Swedish and North
Korean foreign ministers
concluded

Published 17 March 2018

On 15—17 March, Swedish Minister for Foreign Affairs
Margot Wallstrom and North Korean Minister of Foreign
Affairs Ri Yong-ho met in Stockholm for talks. The North
Korean delegation also paid a courtesy call on Swedish
Prime Minister Stefan L6fven. The talks focused
primarily on the security situation on the Korean
peninsula, which is high on the UN Security Council
agenda. Sweden is a member of the Security Council
for the 2017-2018 term.

The foreign ministers discussed opportunities and challenges associated with
continued diplomatic efforts to reach a peaceful solution to the conflict.
They also discussed bilateral relations.

Talks concerned Sweden's consular responsibilities as a protecting power for
the United States, Canada and Australia. Sweden underlined the need for
North Korea to abandon its nuclear weapons and missile programmes in
accordance with Security Council resolutions. Other discussions centred on
the humanitarian situation in North Korea, sanctions, and regional
cooperation and security issues for countries including South Korea, Japan,
Russia, China and the United States.
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World’s first public digital meeting
of foreign ministers held today

Published 08 March 2017

Today, March 8, on International Women’s Day, the first
public digital meeting of foreign ministers was held.
Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrém gathered
her network of women foreign ministers to discuss
feminist foreign policy. During the meeting the
participants shared experiences and good examples,
and gave their views on gender equality in a foreign
policy context.

Foreign ministers from four countries participated in the meeting on the
theme of 'women, peace and security'. In addition to Sweden, the
participating countries were: Panama, Kenya and Liechtenstein. During the
meeting, each country presented their priorities in the area.

"Issues surrounding women, peace and security not only concern women's
rights, they also concern creating peace and stability in the world. Studies
show that women's involvement increases the chances of securing peace
agreements, and ensuring that they are sustainable in the long-term. In a
world affected by more conflicts than in several decades, it is therefore a
very important theme to both highlight and implement measures on," says
Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrom.

Sweden has made this theme a high priority issue during its two-year non-
permanent membership of the UN Security Council.

"Peace and security are created together. They require dialogue and
cooperation. The digital meeting was therefore an opportunity to discuss
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common challenges and share experiences. The discussions were very
rewarding and constructive," concludes Ms Wallstrom.

The meeting could be watched online by the general public. Anyone could
follow the discussions in real-time on the Ministry for Foreign Affairs
Facebook page, Twitter feed and YouTube page. A recorded video of the
meeting can also be viewed at:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=117nZnUW grQ

facebook.com/SweMFA/posts/618902731636212?
business_id=247984128886880
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Sweden chair of expert group on
women, peace and security

Published 21 December 2016 Updated 21 December 2016

As of 1 January 2017, Sweden will co-chair the UN
Security Council’s Informal Expert Group on Women,
Peace and Security together with Uruguay and the
United Kingdom.

The purpose of the expert group is to improve the flow of knowledge and
information to the Security Council, to influence country-specific situations
and to facilitate better oversight, coordination and implementation of the
agenda for women, peace and security. This co-chairmanship will be a
unique opportunity for Sweden to influence the work of the Security Council
in this area. The informal expert group has been active for a year, with the
United Kingdom and Spain as co-chairs in 2016. The focus during the first
year was the situation in Mali, the Central African Republic, Iraq and
Afghanistan.
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Article from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Baltic foreign ministers welcomed
to Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Published 30 August 2016 Updated 30 August 2016

Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrom today
received the foreign ministers of Estonia, Latvia and
Lithuania for talks in connection with the 25th
anniversary of the Baltic countries regaining their
independence and the re-establishment of diplomatic
relations.

At the meeting, held at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in Stockholm, the
ministers discussed the security policy situation in the neighbourhood,
current EU issues (including the consequences of Brexit), migration and
Turkey.

Also on the agenda was Sweden's membership of the United Nations
Security Council in 2017-2018
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Article from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Tuesday’s the day the UN General
Assembly elects new Security
Council non-permanent members

Published 23 June 2016 Updated 23 June 2016

The finish line for Sweden's candidacy to the United
Nations Security Council for 2017-2018 is in sight.

"Our candidacy to the Security Council is about Sweden's ability to influence
the troubled world we live in. A seat on the Security Council would mean an
additional platform for us to pursue our policies. Sweden can take a seat at
the table and put forward opinions and values that influence the world in a
positive direction," says Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrom.

The election takes place on Tuesday 28 June in the General Assembly at UN
Headquarters in New York.

It is expected to begin in the late morning, local (New York) time, which
means around 17.00 Swedish time. It will be broadcast on UN Web TV.
Follow the election here: http://webtv.un.org/

Sweden, the Netherlands and Italy are competing for two seats for the
Western European and Others Group (WEOG).

If Sweden is elected, it will once again be a member of the Security Council
after a twenty-year absence. Sweden was the first to formally announce its
candidacy in 2005, and was followed by the Netherlands the same year and
Italy in 2009.

For Sweden to be elected to the Council, two thirds of the Member States of
the UN General Assembly must vote for Sweden. Every Member State has
two votes. If all the 193 countries are present at the election, 129 votes are
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required (two-thirds majority). In theory, only one round of voting is
required, but the voting will continue until two countries have secured the
two-thirds majority required for a seat.

There is no limit to the number of voting rounds that may take place. The
record number was set in 1979. After 154 rounds could not produce a winner
between Colombia and Cuba, Mexico was endorsed as the compromise
candidate in round 155.

The election is usually decided by between one and four rounds of voting,

This year, Sweden is also celebrating its 70th anniversary as a member of the
United Nations. If you would like a three-minute summary of these 70 years,
be sure to watch the UN film by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs.
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Prime Minister and Minister for
Foreign Affairs met American
Jewish Committee

Published 08 June 2016 Updated 09 June 2016

Today, Prime Minister Stefan Léfven and Minister for
Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrom met representatives of
the American Jewish Committee (AJC).

The AJC is one of the oldest Jewish organisations in the United States. Aron
Verstiandig, chairman of the Jewish Community in Stockholm, also took part
in the meeting. The meeting was an opportunity to discuss antisemitism in
Sweden and globally, as well as the Government's work to combat
antisemitism and other types of racism, intolerance and discrimination. The
Government is currently preparing an action plan to combat racism and hate
crime.
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Article from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Public lecture with Margot
Wallstrom on the Feminist Foreign
Policy

Published 16 March 2016 Updated 16 March 2016

In 2014, as newly-appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Margot Wallstrom launched Sweden’s feminist foreign
policy. At a public lecture in Brussels on 14 March, she
spoke about the content and implementation of this
policy. Ms Wallstrom stressed the reasons why women
need to be at the negotiating table in peace talks, and
the responsibility the European Union has to make a
difference, in particular with regard to external relations.

"What is important is that the realisation is growing that gender equality is
not a women's issue but rather a make-or-break issue. It is a make-or-break
issue in itself — and for peace, security and sustainable development as a
whole."

With these words, Ms Wallstrém began her lecture, addressing a crowded
hall and an audience watching the livestream.

Despite the fact that peace processes involving both women and men result
in more sustainable agreements, only four per cent of signatories of peace
agreements between 1992 and 2011 were women.

"A feminist foreign policy therefore defines gender equality as a peace and
security issue as well," Ms Wallstrém explained.

This is also why the Swedish Government supports women in mediator
networks, for example in the ongoing conflict in Syria.
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Ms Wallstrom reminded the audience of the success of the Millennium
Development Goals in making it possible for more girls to attend school, but
that much remains to be done, as she showed through a number of concrete
examples.

"It is clear that we have to start with the facts if want to make a difference
for the 'three Rs'," Margot Wallstrom said, refering to women's
representation, rights and resources.

Ms Wallstrom's message to the EU was clear: the EU has an important role
in showing that there is a link between internal and external policy. The EU
must deliver for women and girls, lead by example and ensure that gender
equality permeates all external action.

"A gender perspective should also be part of the EU political dialogue with
third countries, our neighbourhood policy, the Eastern Partnership, and our
enlargement and trade policy," Ms Wallstrém emphasised.

Ms Wallstrom recounted that in the EU Foreign Affairs Council she asks
whether women are part of the processes, but that sometimes she waits to
see whether anyone else will raise the issue.

"Why does it always have to be me?" she asked rhetorically.

The lecture was arranged jointly by the German Marshall Fund of the United
States and the Permanent Representation of Sweden to the European Union.

Event page at the German Marshall Fund of the United States
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A Feminist Foreign Policy - a
public lecture with Margot
Wallstrom

Published 11 March 2016 Updated 11 March 2016

"We can firmly state that the promotion of gender
equality is not only a matter of women'’s rights, but also,
more importantly, a matter of ensuring peace and
security for all.” These are the words of a Swedish
Foreign Minister Margot Wallstrom in an article on the
Syrian peace talks published in the Guardian on March
8 - the International Women’s Day. On March 14 Margot
Wallstrém elaborates on Sweden’s Feminist Foreign
Policy in a public lecture, 6PM, Sofitel, Place Jourdan,
Brussels.

Register for the event

Due to increased security measures, we kindly request you to RSVP in
advance and arrive 15 minutes before the start of the event. Please bring a
photo ID.

Press is welcome at 5.30 for interviews on Feminist Foreign Policy.

The lecture will be livestreamed

Pioneering in feminism — nationally and
internationally
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When Margot Wallstrom took up her office as Foreign Minister after the
Swedish election in October 2014, she launched a Feminist Foreign Policy.

- Sweden has a political history of national reform aimed at gender equality
taking us to where we are right now. And now we need to take another step
forward as we have seen for ourselves that gender equality makes a world of
a difference for everyone, explains Margot Wallstrom.

In her public lecture on Monday evening, Margot Wallstrém will talk about
the international potential of gender equality, about women's role in peace
talks and conflict prevention and the responsibility of the EU in making a
difference in the Union as well through its external relations.

She will also elaborate on the prerequisites of pursuing a Feminist Foreign
Policy — on the systematic and strategic work within her own ministry.

The lecture is a co-arrangement between The German Marshall Fund of the
United States and the Permanent Representation of Sweden to the EU.

Time and place: Monday March 14, 6:00PM, Sofitel at Place Jourdan,
Brussels
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Article from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Today is International Women'’s
Day

Published 08 March 2016 Updated 08 March 2016

Equality between women and men is a fundamental aim
of Swedish foreign policy. Ensuring that women and
girls can enjoy their fundamental human rights is both
an obligation within the framework of our international
commitments, and a prerequisite for reaching Sweden’s
broader foreign policy goals on peace, and security and
sustainable development.

The situation in the world calls for a feminist foreign policy that aims to
strengthen women's rights, representation and access to resources.

On international women's day, join us in drawing attention to the #3rs of
gender equality.

Rights

The human rights of women and girls are violated all over the world. The full
enjoyment of human rights by all women and girls must become a reality,
including by combating all forms of violence and discrimination that restrict
their freedom of action.

Representation

Women are still under-represented in influential positions in all areas of
society and in all processes. Women's equal participation and influence in
decision-making processes must be promoted at all levels and in all areas of
society, including all stages of peace processes and peacebuilding. Research


https://www.government.se/

shows that inclusive peace processes pave the way for a greater number of
possible solutions that become better established and are more sustainable.

Resources

Women and girls often lack social or economic rights, including access to
and control of economic resources, quality education, land, inheritance
rights, productive work and equal pay. Women and men must have the same
power to shape their societies and their lives. Resources must be distributed
differently to promote equal rights and opportunities for all. In global terms,
a larger proportion of aid must go to promoting gender equality and women's

rights.
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Article from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Visit of the Minister for Foreign
Affairs to Baku, Azerbaijan

Published 11 February 2016 Updated 11 February 2016

Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrém’s trip to
Southern Caucasus continued on Tuesday with a visit
to Baku, Azerbaijan. The visit began on Tuesday
evening with a meeting with Deputy Prime Minister Ali
Hasanov.

On Wednesday morning, Ms Wallstrém held a breakfast meeting with
representatives of women's organisations, where women's rights and
opportunities for political influence, as well as violence against women, were
discussed. After that Ms Wallstrém and the Swedish delegation met Sheik
Allahshukur Pashazade, head of the Caucasus Muslims, and representatives
of the Jewish and Christian faith communities, with whom he is successfully
pursuing a platform for interfaith dialogue.

The day continued with a meeting with Azerbaijan's Minister of Foreign
Affairs Elmar Mammadyarov. In connection with the meeting, a tax
agreement aimed at avoiding double taxation and combating tax evasion was
signed between Sweden and Azerbaijan. The visit in Baku concluded with a
meeting in the Parliament with parliamentarians, the Speaker of the
Parliament Ogtay Asadov and Deputy Speaker Bahar Muradova.
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Article from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Minister for Foreign Affairs visiting
Georgia, Armenia and Azerbalijan

Published 10 February 2016 Updated 10 February 2016

Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrém is
travelling in Southern Caucasus between Monday 8
February and Wednesday 10 February for visits in
Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan. Member of the
Riksdag Kerstin Lundgren is also taking part.

The visit started on Monday in Tbilisi in Georgia. Ms Wallstrom first met
Georgia's Minister of Foreign Affairs Mikheil Janelidze for talks on current
issues and regional challenges. Then, Ms Wallstrom visited Tbilisi Public
Service Hall to meet civil society actors such as journalists, human rights
activists and representatives of LGBTQ organisations. After that, Ms
Wallstrom met representatives of the opposition.

The visit in Thilisi then continued with meetings with Prime Minister Giorgi
Kvirikashvili, Speaker of the Parliament David Usupashvili, and in
conclusion, Georgia's President Giorgi Margvelashvili.

The talks focused mainly on the reforms and changes that Georgia is
carrying out as part of the process of establishing closer ties to the European
Union and as a member of the EU's Eastern Partnership. In 2014, Georgia
signed an Association Agreement and a Deep and Comprehensive Free
Trade Agreement with the EU.

"We can see a positive development in Georgia. The reform process is
making progress, but challenges remain. This is why it is important for
Sweden and the EU to continue to support Georgia in its rapprochement to
the EU and in order to bring about a well-functioning society free of
corruption and with transparent institutions and political processes," said Ms
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Wallstrom.

Ms Wallstrom's visit in Southern Caucasus continued on Tuesday in
Yerevan, Armenia. In the morning, Ms Wallstrém met representatives of
organisations that work with democracy, gender equality and freedom of
press issues to hear their perspectives on current issues and challenges.
During the day, Ms Wallstrém met Minister of Foreign Affairs Edward
Nalbandian and President Serzh Sargsyan. At the meeting with Mr
Nalbandian, a tax agreement was signed between Sweden and Armenia,
which will counteract double taxation and tax evasion. The purpose of the
agreement is to increase economic and professional exchange between
Sweden and Armenia by making it easier for Swedes to work in Armenia and
vice versa.

The visit in Yerevan continued later in the day as Ms Wallstrom met with
Armenian members of Parliament. In conclusion, Ms Wallstrom visited
Tumo Centre for Creative Technologies, a place that offers young people
free education after school in subjects such as design, programming and
artistic activities.
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Article

Government to strengthen Arctic
environmental policy

Published 25 January 2016 Updated 25 January 2016

The Government is now strengthening the Swedish
environmental policy for the Arctic. As an Arctic country
with high environmental ambitions, Sweden has an
important role to play internationally.

A whole world is affected when the Arctic environment is threatened. The
Government is now strengthening efforts to protect the natural environment
in the Arctic. We want to see stronger climate efforts, legal protection for
sensitive natural environments and prevention of the risks involved in drilling
for oil and overfishing. This new focus for environmental policy in the Arctic
is being presented today by Minister for Strategic Development Kristina
Persson at the Arctic Frontiers conference.

The Arctic acts as the planet's refrigerator. Its enormous white expanses of
ice and snow reflect large parts of the sun's rays back into space, thus
stabilising the Earth's climate. The area is home to millions of people,
including indigenous peoples, and ecosystems of global importance. The
Arctic environment and its fate concerns us all, directly or indirectly.

Today, the natural environment in the Arctic is largely unprotected. Just a
few decades ago this was not considered to be a major problem. The
greenhouse effect was not yet making itself clearly felt and the northernmost
expanses were difficult to access. But the situation has worsened in a short
period of time.

The snow and ice in the Arctic is melting increasingly rapidly due to global
warming. This increases accessibility and thus opportunities to exploit oil,
gas, minerals and fish in this sensitive environment. At the same time, the
fact that the ice is shrinking means that the reflection of solar radiation is
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decreasing, fuelling global warming. The consequences could be
catastrophic.

The new global climate agreement from Paris marks the start of a substantial
increase in climate efforts in all countries. The agreement states that the
global rise in temperature must be kept well below two degrees Celsius and
that measures must be taken to keep the temperature below one and a half
degrees. In order to achieve this goal, further decisions need to be taken in
international climate work, including in Arctic cooperation.

The Government is now strengthening Sweden's environmental policy for the
Arctic. As an Arctic country with a high level of environmental ambition,
Sweden has an important role to play internationally. While we are making
demands of other Arctic countries, the Government is taking responsibility at
home. This is a basic premise for our proposals:

1. Stronger climate efforts

The Arctic countries (Sweden, Norway, Finland, Denmark, Iceland, Russia,
Canada and the United States, all members of the Arctic Council) are
responsible for a large proportion of global greenhouse gas emissions and
have a major responsibility to reduce emissions. Sweden has pushed for a
reduction in emissions of short-lived climate forcers, such as soot and
methane. This is still important, but climate efforts must be broadened. The
Government therefore wants to strengthen measures in the Arctic Council
concerning climate and renewable energy.

2. Legal protection for sensitive natural environments

There are serious shortcomings in the protection of the valuable Arctic
environment. In particular, there is a lack of adequate protection of the
marine environment, which is becoming increasingly accessible and
vulnerable as the ice melts. This calls for efforts on a broad front. We are
beginning this work to make progress. In the first week of February, all
Arctic countries are invited to Sweden and the Government Offices to
discuss the management of the marine environment in the Arctic. The
Government is pushing for the Arctic countries to develop a network of
protected environments, for the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea to be supplemented with a new protective agreement and for other
decision-making bodies to be as active as possible in putting protection in
place.

3. Preventing the risks of drilling for oil
Researchers have warned that offshore oil extraction in the Arctic is a high-



stakes undertaking. A large proportion of the world's oil resources must stay
in the ground if we are to keep global warming as far below two degrees as
possible. Extracting oil in the Arctic is both expensive and risky. An oil
disaster could cause a great deal of damage to the sensitive environment. In
recent times, a low global oil price has made drilling for oil in the Arctic an
unprofitable business, but a low price in the short term is no lasting
guarantee that the sensitive Arctic environment will be protected.

This is why it is crucial that we make demands of the oil companies, in terms
of both economics and safety. Sweden wants to see robust regulations that
ensure the highest level of protection. We want only companies that can
assume the entire cost of a disaster to be granted permits to extract oil in the
Arctic. The costs must not be shifted onto the environment or the world
population through environmental damage, or onto the tax payers in the
Arctic countries. In practice, these are requirements that together can protect
the Arctic from the risks of drilling for oil.

4. Preventing overfishing

The parts of the Arctic Ocean and seabeds that have historically been
covered by a permanent layer of ice must now be protected. The
Government considers that commercial fishing in the central northern Arctic
Ocean should not be permitted until a regional organisation for fisheries
management is established to ensure that fishing is carried out in a
sustainable way. Sweden believes that a precautionary approach should be
taken and that consideration should be given to the ecosystems when
designing this fisheries management. Good management is informed by
decisions made on scientific grounds with a long-term perspective.

This is how the Government is taking the next step in the international arena
to strengthen efforts to protect the Arctic environment. With legal protection
of sensitive environments and clearer requirements in the area of oil
prospecting and fishing, we can protect the natural environment in the Arctic
— and by doing so improve the chances of today'schildren living a good life in
the future. The world needs countries that move the environment further up
the agenda. Sweden is one such country.

Asa Romson, Minister for Climate and the Environment
Margot Wallstrom, Minister for Foreign Affairs

Kristina Persson, Minister for Strategic Development
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Focus on peace and development
when Margot Wallstrom and Peter
Hultqvist visited Mali

Published 07 January 2016 Updated 07 January 2016

The peace agreement in Mali, talks with representatives
of the Malian Government and a visit to the Swedish
detachment in Camp Nobel as part of the UN
stabilisation mission, MINUSMA. These were some of
the points on the agenda when Minister for Foreign
Affairs Margot Wallstrom and Minister for Defence Peter
Hultqvist, together with Supreme Commander of the
Armed Forces Micael Bydén, visited Mali on 5—7
January.

Ms Wallstrém and Mr Hultqvist's visit to Mali comes at an important time
for the country. A peace agreement was signed last June and is now being
implemented with the support of the UN stabilisation mission, MINUSMA.

During their visit, the ministers met Mali's President Ibrahim Boubacar
Keita, Prime Minister Modibo Keita, Minister of Foreign Affairs Abdoulaye
Diop and Minister of Defence Tiéman Hubert Coulibaly for talks on peace,
security and development in the country. Peace and security and the
implementation of the peace agreement were also the focus when Ms
Wallstrom and Mr Hultqvist visited the Swedish unit in Timbuktu.

"For sustainable peace, it is important that the peace agreement is
implemented in an inclusive manner. Women must have a role in the peace
process," says Ms Wallstrom, who with Mr Hultqvist also met local women's
organisations in Timbuktu.
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Article from Ministry of Defence, Ministry for Foreign Affairs

The Government presented
Sweden's support to France

Published 16 December 2015 Updated 16 December 2015

Sweden attaches great importance to the EU as a
community of solidarity. It is in our security policy
interest that Article 42(7) of the Treaty on European
Union and the EU’s security policy as such are credible.
This requires that the bilateral assistance and support
requested by France is now credible and fit-for-purpose.
Sweden will therefore play its part, as outlined at a press
briefing by Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrém
and Minister for Defence Peter Hultqvist today.

As a follow-up of France's request under Article 42 (7) of the Treaty on
European Union and additional support in the fight against ISIL, an
inventory of possible Swedish contributions has been made. The starting
point for this is that it must be requested, fit-for-purpose, effective and
efficient, credible, sustainable over time, in accordance with iternational
law, based on a risk analysis and based on broad consensus and available
Swedish resources, in terms of both personnel and funding.

In an initial package, Sweden can offer the following;

50—-100 SAC hours (strategic airlift capability) will be placed at France's
disposal.

Tactical air transport (1 TP84) for use in MINUSMA within the
framework of a Nordic rotation in which Sweden would take over from
Norway and Denmark in spring 2017.

A number of staff officers for MINUSMA or UNTSO.

A reinforced Swedish contribution to EUTM Mali is being looked into, if
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possible in cooperation with others.
¢ A request concerning support in the form of military equipment is being
processed under a separate decision procedure.

In addition to this, there is the Swedish military training contribution
comprising 35 people who have been on the ground in northern Iraq since
August 2015 and will remain there in 2016 if the Riksdag gives its approval.
Sweden's contribution also includes personnel stationed at staff headquarters
in Baghdad and Erbil. In Mali, Sweden is participating in MINUSMA with a
contribution of 250 people. The current mandate extends until 30 June 2016.
An extension of Sweden's contribution is expected until the end of June
2017. Sweden currently has 10 people placed with the EUTM in Mali and
has decided to continue its contribution of two staff officers with the
EUMAM in the Central African Republic.

In spring 2016, the conditions for additional Swedish support will be
regularly looked into on the basis of the needs that exist and that emerge in
the anti-ISIL coalition, and on the basis of what other countries have
contributed, as well as in line with the aforementioned criteria. A review will
then take place in autumn 2016.

Moreover, Sweden is providing extensive humanitarian support and
development cooperation. Sweden's humanitarian support to Syria since
2011 has amounted to SEK 1.9 billion, and in 2015 support amounted to
SEK 577 million. The Government is now raising its level of ambition by
drawing up a whole new type of aid strategy for the Syrian crisis, comprising
SEK 1.7 billion for the period 2016-2020. SEK 16 million will go to the
Syria Recovery Trust Fund, which meets the needs of the population in the
opposition-controlled areas. In addition, support is being given to Birgitta
Holst Alani's facilitator role in the Intra-Syrian Contact Group for the
Continuity of Public Services, Reconstruction and Development, and the
opposition's efforts to agree and take part in the UN process are being
supported by Special Envoy Niklas Kebbon. Moreover, Sweden is working
to strengthen women's participation in the UN-led negotiations.

Since 2014, Sweden has given more than SEK 300 million in humanitarian
support to Iraq, in addition to major Swedish non-earmarked core support to
the UN and other international organisations, which in total makes Sweden
one of the largest donors to the region. Development cooperation will be
expanded by SEK 40 million in 2016 for capacity building of central and
local government in Iraq. Sweden is also contributing USD 4 million to the
UNDP stabilisation fund (approx. SEK 32 million). In addition to this,



possibilities are being looked into for providing support to strengthen the rule
of law and the security sector in Iraq, and to contribute to the country's long-
term stabilisation. (One possibility could be a civilian ESFP operation
targeting capacity building in these areas.)
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Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot
Wallstrom hosts high-level
meeting on women’s role in peace
processes

Published 15 December 2015 Updated 15 December 2015

Some of the world's top women peace mediators and
representatives of civil society, foreign governments, the
UN and the EU have gathered in Stockholm for two
days to discuss women's participation in peace
processes and mediation. The high-level meeting is part
of the Government's initiative to establish a Swedish
network of women mediators, which is an important
focus area of Sweden's feminist foreign policy agenda.

'More Women, More Peace — the Stockholm High-Level Meeting on
Inclusive Peace Processes', hosted by the Swedish Government and taking
place on 15—-16 December, aims to identify tangible measures for more
inclusive and sustainable peace processes. Delegates include prominent
mediators from peace processes in the Philippines, Yemen, Afghanistan,
Uganda, Nepal, Burundi, Timor-Leste, Sudan and Liberia and other parts of
world. Other delegates include representatives of civil society, foreign
governments, the UN and the EU.

Women still excluded from peace processes

Fifteen years after the adoption of UN Security Council resolution on
women, peace and security (UNSCR 1325), women are still largely excluded
from formal peace processes and international mediation efforts. Some
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progress has been made in recent years. But between 1992 and 2011, less
than ten per cent of the those sitting at the negotiating table — and only four
per cent of those who signed the peace agreements — were women. Of the
peace agreements signed between 1990 and 2014, only 18 per cent included
references to women and gender equality.

Yet, research shows that women's participation in peace processes and
mediation increases the likelihood of a peace agreement being concluded,
adhered to and more sustainable.

In a world where almost half of all peace agreements collapse within the first
five years, and where protracted conflicts including in Syria and Libya have
led to the largest refugee flows since the Second World War, there is a great
need to strengthen our efforts in peacebuilding operations and sustainable
peace processes.

Launch of Swedish network of women mediators

As part of broader efforts to support sustainable peace processes, the
Government has initiated a Swedish network of women mediators, an
initiative led by the Folke Bernadotte Academy. The aim is to increase the
number of Swedish women in international peace processes and strengthen
Sweden's ability to contribute effectively to sustainable peacebuilding. The
initiative will also link up with other international networks of women
mediators and contribute to developing the Nordic network, launched in
Oslo on 27 November.

The high-level meeting opened on Tuesday 15 December with a joint dinner.
Roundtable discussions, lunch and a public seminar are scheduled for
Wednesday 16 December.

Follow the discussion on social media at #MoreWomenMorePeace
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Tunisia is showing the way

Published 10 December 2015 Updated 10 December 2015

Five years ago, Tunisia's population wanted change, dignity and democracy.
The Tunisian Revolution marked the beginning of a process of change that is
still under way in parts of the Arab world, and that has also come to greatly
affect Sweden and the rest of Europe. Tunisia succeeded where many other
countries in the region failed: they achieved democracy by peaceful means.
Today, the well-deserved Nobel Peace Prize will be awarded to the Tunisian
National Dialogue Quartet for its decisive contributions in the wake of the
Tunisian Revolution.

The Quartet, comprising Tunisia's leading trade union, employer
organisation, the human rights organisation Tunisian Human Rights League,
and the Tunisian Order of Lawyers took a leading role in uniting a society
that was being torn apart by tensions and instability. It was a strong driving
force behind the adoption of a new democratic constitution that was
unprecedented in the region. This took place at a time when the democratic
process in Tunisia was about to collapse.

Following free and democratic elections late last year, Tunisia is now
governed by a president and a broad coalition government. One third of the
members of the Tunisian parliament are women — one of the highest
proportions in the region. Women generally play an important role in politics
and public life, and gender equality is emphasised in the constitution,
although many challenges still remain in this area.

When I took office as Minister for Foreign Affairs, I decided to visit Tunisia
at an early stage to show Sweden's support for the path that the country has
chosen. During my visit in February, I met representatives of the
Government, civil society and the business sector for talks on the country's
political and economic development, security in the neighbourhood and
human rights. I left Tunis inspired and full of hope that Tunisia, despite great
challenges, faces good prospects of maintaining and developing democracy
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and stability in a region where these values in particular are in short supply.

The close relations between Sweden and Tunisia were clearly displayed
during the State Visit by President Essebsi to Sweden in early November.
During the State Visit, it was announced that we will reopen the Swedish
Embassy in Tunis. Our presence on the ground will open a new chapter in
our relations with Tunisia and provide us with opportunities to intensify our
support for democracy and promote the economic development of the
country.

Tunisia is facing major challenges: in the area of security, where the acts of
terrorism in Tunis in November reminded us of the forces at work in the
region and the challenges involved in counteracting them; in the economic
area, where reforms are needed and many people are waiting for
improvements in daily life, not least the younger generation that
courageously confronted the old authoritarian regime; and in the institutional
area, where considerable progress has been made, but where the
constitution's promises need to be converted into practical action.

With a democratically elected leadership, an active civil society and
international cooperation, there are good chances of overcoming these
challenges. Sweden is contributing in several ways. We have comprehensive
bilateral cooperation to strengthen democracy and respect for human rights.
Swedish companies employ more than 5 000 Tunisians, a figure that is
increasing.

A pluralistic and stable Tunisia can continue to inspire the region's youth,
women and men, who, through concerted efforts, chose the path of
democracy. It 1s not always easy, but it is always right. The choice of the
Tunisian National Dialogue Quartet for the Nobel Peace Prize 1s a
recognition of all the forces in the region that strive for democratic change
through peaceful means. We welcome and look forward to the Prize
Laureates' traditional visit to Stockholm after the award ceremony in Oslo.

Margot Wallstrom
Minister for Foreign Affairs
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Cooperation on reception of
refugees theme for meeting of
foreign ambassadors in Stockholm

Published 30 November 2015 Updated 30 November 2015

The EU needs a new system for the reception of
refugees. This was the message from Prime Minister
Stefan Lofven, as he, Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot
Wallstrém and Minister for Finance Magdalena
Andersson met the foreign ambassadors in Stockholm
on 26 November. He also spoke about the importance
of climate change and cited increasing employment as
the Government's top priority.

Prime Minister Stefan L6fven began by expressing the Swedish
Government’s sympathy and solidarity with those affected by terrorist
attacks. Mr Lofven stated that the refugee crisis could be handled better by
the EU. Sweden, which has taken in 80 000 refugees in the last two months
alone, has reached a point where it is necessary for refugees to seek asylum
in other European countries. “We should start to discuss a new, sustainable
system for refugee reception in the EU, based on a permanent distribution
system,” he said.

One of the world’s first fossil-free welfare countries
There is also a great deal that is positive happening in the world, Mr Léfven
pointed out. Extreme poverty has been more than halved worldwide, for

example.

“In just four days we will meet in Paris to discuss climate change. Sweden’s
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aim is a global, fair and legally binding agreement that keeps global warming
below two degrees. He stressed that this is a job that begins at home.

“Sweden will be one of the world’s first fossil-free welfare nations. This is
morally right, but also economically smart. Countries at the forefront will be
the winners — not those who wait until the last moment.” Mr Léfven
emphasised Sweden’s continued strong commitment to international
cooperation, and the fact that Sweden will continue to be a strong voice for
democracy, equality and solidarity.

Increased employment priority goal

The Prime Minister concluded his speech with a few words about the
Government’s first year in power.

“We have put more and new jobs at the top of our agenda. The key
components are investments in housing and infrastructure, increased
cooperation for more and growing companies, and improved job matching
and skills. The objective of increased employment becomes even more
important in light of the ongoing refugee crisis, Mr Lofven said.

“Everyone who can work should work. Together, we will work Sweden out
of the crisis and into the future.” Looking back at the Government’s first
year, the Prime Minister also said that he sees greater willingness to
cooperate across party lines.

“The Government has been clear from the start in our desire to gather cross-
party majorities. I welcome a new era in Swedish politics — guided by
responsibility and determination,” he said.

Sweden will continue to take responsibility, but
cannot stand alone

Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrom took the floor after the Prime
Minister. She began by quoting writer Stig Dagerman.

“He wrote: ‘In times of no hope there is no worse prison than the future’.
We must therefore not lose hope.” She noted that the world is facing a range
of challenges and that, as the world’s sixth largest aid donor in absolute
terms and the largest per capita recipient of refugees, Sweden is continuing
to take great responsibility for global development.



“Our objective of giving one per cent of our GNI in aid remains in place.”
Regarding the reception of refugees, she echoed Mr Lofven’s view that
Sweden cannot stand alone. She also emphasised that Sweden’s reception of
refugees must enable children seeking asylum to have the same opportunities
as Swedish children.

“The Government has now agreed that no more than thirty per cent of the
aid budget will go to migration costs. “Sweden will continue to be an active
and generous member of the international community,” she said.

Minister for Finance Magdalena Andersson also attended the meeting.
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Article from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Wallstrom and LinkeviCius paid a
joint visit to Ukraine

Published 23 November 2015 Updated 23 November 2015

This week, Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrém
visited Ukraine with Lithuania’s Minister of Foreign
Affairs Linas LinkeviCius for a busy three-day
programme.

The visit began at Maidan Square to honour the victims of the events of
winter 2014. During meetings with President Poroshenko, Prime Minister
Yatsenyuk and Minister of Foreign Affairs Klimkin, our countries expressed
their strong support for Ukraine’s EU integration, which is demonstrated
through our commitment to the Eastern Partnership. A cooperation
agreement between Sweden and Lithuania was concluded on support for
training in Eastern Ukraine.

At the meeting with students at the University of Kyiv, the atmosphere was
one of great confidence in the future, as it was during the meetings with
young parliamentarians and representatives of civil society organisations. In
talks with the leader of the Crimean Tatars, Mustafa Dzhemilev, it was made
clear that the Russian annexation of Crimea 1s not accepted. In a meeting
with Vira Savchenko, sister of Ukrainian pilot Nadiya Savchenko currently
imprisoned in Russia, the EU’s demands that Russia immediately release her
were stressed.
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W Government Offices of Sweden

Article from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Successful State Visit from Tunisia

Published 06 November 2015 Updated 09 November 2015

Tunisia’s President Béji Caid Essebsi concluded his
three-day State Visit to Sweden today. The President
and his wife were here at the invitation of the King and
Queen. Tunisia’s Minister for Foreign Affairs also took
part in the visit and was received by Margot Wallstrom
at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. It was announced
during the visit that Sweden would open an embassy in
Tunisia, and a number of bilateral cooperation
agreements were signed.

Following a welcoming ceremony for the President and his delegation at the
Royal Palace on the first day of the State Visit, the two foreign ministers met
to discuss Swedish—Tunisian relations. Democratic development in the
country, anti-terrorism efforts, gender issues and trade were the topics
discussed between the two ministers.

On day two of the visit, President Essebsi met Prime Minister Stefan Lofven.
It was announced following the meeting that Sweden would open an
embassy in Tunisia. A broad cooperation agreement was signed between
Sweden and Tunisia. The President, the King and Minister for Infrastructure
Anna Johansson also took part during the day in a trade forum organised by
the Tunisian Embassy and Business Sweden.

On Friday, the President visited Ericsson in Kista. The visit then continued
to Uppsala, where the President laid a wreath on Dag Hammarskjold’s grave
in the presence of the King, Minister for Housing, Urban Development and
Information Technology Mehmet Kaplan and Minister for Public
Administration Ardalan Shekarabi. A cooperation agreement concerning
decentralisation was also signed during the day between the Swedish
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Association of Local Authorities and Regions and their Tunisian
counterparts.

Press release: Sweden to open Embassy in Tunisia
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Article from Ministry of Defence, Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Margot Wallstrom and Peter
Hultqvist visited Irag on 2-3
November

Published 04 November 2015 Updated 04 November 2015

On 3 November, Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot
Wallstrém and Minister for Defence Peter Hultgvist
concluded a joint visit to Irag. One key event was a visit
to the Swedish contribution to the military multinational
operation in northern Iraq. Developments in Iraq are
disturbing and in many ways, the country is at a
decisive crossroads. The purpose of the visit was to
express support for the country’s pro-reform forces and
to highlight the scope and sustainability of the Swedish
commitment to Iraq, both bilaterally and via the
international coalition against ISIL.

In addition to visiting the Swedish military personnel on the ground in
northern Iraq, the ministers also met representatives of the Iraqi government
in Baghdad and the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) in Erbil.

The visit began on 2 November in Baghdad, where the two ministers had
meetings with President Fuad Masum, Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi,
Speaker of the Iraqi Parliament Salim al-Jabouri, Minister of Defence Khaled
al-Obeidi and Minister of Foreign Affairs Ibrahim al-Jaafari, who hosted the
visit.

Meetings in Iraqi Kurdistan
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On Monday evening, the visit continued in Erbil, the capital of the
autonomous region of Iraqi Kurdistan in northern Iraq. The ministers
attended a dinner hosted by Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani, at which
government representatives of the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) and
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) parties took part.

On Tuesday, Ms Wallstrém and Mr Hultqvist took part in a meeting with
Minister for the Interior and acting Minister of Peshmerga Affairs Karim
Sinjari and Head of KRG Foreign Relations Falah Mustafa Bakir. The
ministers also met representatives of civil society and of the Assyrian, Yazidi
and Turkmen minorities in Iraq. On Tuesday, the ministers also met KRG
President Masoud Barzani for talks on developments in Iraqi Kurdistan.

Visit to Swedish military force

The trip to Iraq concluded with a visit to the regional coalition headquarters
and the Swedish military force that, since the summer, has been operating
within the framework of the international coalition against ISIL. The
Swedish force consists of 35 persons, whose task is to train the Iraqi armed
forces in the fight against ISIL.

Sweden has close relations with Iraq. The countries have extensive people-
to-people exchanges. Close to two per cent of the Swedish population has
Iraqi roots. Since 2014, Sweden has provided Iraq with more than SEK 300
million in humanitarian support, thereby making it one of the largest bilateral
donors to Iraq. The humanitarian support, which is mainly channelled via the
UN on the ground, is crucial to relieving the difficult humanitarian situation,
with 8.6 million people in need of humanitarian support. It is also vital in
trying to avoid even more Iraqis seeing no other choice than to make their
way to Europe. In addition, Sweden has engaged in bilateral development
cooperation with Iraq, focusing on democracy and human rights, and support
to civil society.
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Article from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Margot Wallstrom commemorates
UN’s 70th anniversary

Published 23 October 2015 Updated 23 October 2015

Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrém is visiting
New York on 21-23 October to take part in celebrations
of the 70th anniversary of the UN. During her visit, Ms
Wallstrom will speak at the Security Council’s open
debate on the peace process in the Middle East. Ms
Wallstrém will also take part in two events organised by
Sweden: one on women'’s participation in the peace
process in Mali and one on women as peace actors in
Syria.

Through its political and financial support, Sweden is a leading actor in the
agenda for women, peace and security. In its feminist foreign policy, Sweden
prioritises women’s participation in peace processes and the fight against
impunity for sexual violence in conflicts. Ms Wallstrom, together with Hans
Blix, will also take part in a seminar on disarmament and non-proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction.

Ms Wallstrom’s speech at the Security Council’s open debate on the Middle
East peace process

Ms Wallstrém’s speech at event on women'’s participation in the Mali peace
process

Ms Wallstrém's Opening Statement at side event in the UN: "Syrian Women
Peacebuilders"
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Article from Ministry of Enterprise and Innovation, Ministry for Foreign
Affairs

“Intense, fruitful days in Vilnius™ —
The State Visit to Lithuania 7-9
October

Published 13 October 2015 Updated 13 October 2015

Friday 9 October was the final day of the Swedish State
Visit to Lithuania. Since the State Visit began on
Wednesday 7 October, the Swedish delegation has had
a fruitful and busy visit on the other side of the Baltic
Sea.

The theme of the State Visit was ‘The Baltic Sea unites us’. Environment,
sustainability, research and innovation have been in focus. Minister for
Enterprise and Innovation Mikael Damberg began his part of the State Visit
by discussing the business and investment climate with business sector
representatives, Minister of Economy Evaldas Gustas and Prime Minister
Algirdas ButkevicCius.

Following a warm welcome by Lithuanian President Dalia Grybauskaite, the
King and Queen, Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrom and Mr
Damberg visited Antakalnis Cemetery to honour the victims of the struggle
for independence and place a wreath there. The King and Queen stressed
Sweden’s sympathy and solidarity with the Lithuanian people’s struggle
throughout history.

The first evening concluded with a banquet at the Presidential Palace; before
it commenced, the King and Queen inaugurated the ‘AccessAbility’ photo
exhibition, that highlights openness and inclusion through personal stories by
Swedes and Lithuanians who live with impairments.
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The second day continued in the same spirit: the King and Queen began their
day by meeting the business community and discussing the Lithuanian
business climate and the opportunities and challenges Swedish companies
who become established there may encounter. Ms Wallstrom, Mr Damberg,
the CEO of Business Sweden Ylva Berg, and a number of other business
representatives were also present.

This was then followed by Swedish Business Forum and Awards, where the
King presented awards to business community actors who had distinguished
themselves in various sectors. Afterwards, the King and Mr Damberg
continued to the company TEO LT AB, which is an industry leader in ICT
and wireless connection. Parallel with these visits, Queen Silvia and Ms
Wallstrom took part in a round-table meeting on trafficking with a
Lithuanian parliamentary committee.

The conclusion of the second day of the State Visit also marked the end of a
successful visit for Mr Damberg and Ms Wallstrom, who said about the visit:

- We have had two intense and fruitful days in Vilnius. [ met my
foreign minister colleague, Linas Linkevi¢ius, and we announced that we
will visit Ukraine jointly in November. I also visited the parliament, met
students and took part in a round-table discussion on trafficking.

The King and Queen and Minister for Defence Peter Hultqvist began their
third and final day on the sand dunes of the Curonian Spit, near the harbour
town of Klaipeda, where experts from Region Skéne talked about the
cooperation around the Baltic Sea to check negative climate impact along
the coast.

In addition to environment discussions, the visit to the Curonian Spit
included a stop at the local dolphinarium, which provided information about
the dolphin therapy developed to help children with various types of
impairments. Later in the afternoon, a visit was paid to the NordBalt
project’s transformer station ahead of the ground-breaking operational
launch in Vilnius on 14 December, which will lead to a change of direction in
the energy flow on the Baltic market.

The final State Visit stop was at the Amber Museum in Palanga, where
President Grybauskait¢ was warmly thanked for an inspiring visit in the spirit
of sustainability, research and innovation.
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Article from Ministry of Enterprise and Innovation, Ministry for Foreign
Affairs

State Visit to Lithuania begins

Published 07 October 2015 Updated 08 October 2015

The three-day State Visit to Lithuania of Their Majesties
The King and Queen of Sweden begins today. The
Swedish Government is represented by Minister for
Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrém, Minister for
Enterprise and Innovation Mikael Damberg and (on
Friday) by Minister for Defence Peter Hultqvist. A
Swedish business delegation will also take part in the
Visit.

Relations between Sweden and Lithuania are very good, and have been so

since Lithuania regained its independence. Sweden was the first country to
open an embassy in Vilnius in August 1991.

The Swedish delegation was met when it landed today with the same genuine
and warm welcome as during the Swedish State Visit to Lithuania 23 years
ago. A welcome ceremony took place at the Presidential Palace.

Ms Wallstrém and Mr Damberg also participated as the King placed a
wreath at the Freedom Monument in the Antakalnis Cemetery to honour the
victims of the struggle for independence.

The King and Queen, Ms Wallstrom and Mr Damberg later visited the
Seimas, the Lithuanian Parliament, for a meeting with Speaker Loreta
GrauZinieng.

During the morning, Ms Wallstrdm met with her Lithuanian colleague
Minister of Foreign Affairs Linas Linkevicius.

Mr Damberg met Minister of Energy Rokas Masiulis.
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Accompanying business delegation

Sweden is by far the largest foreign investor in Lithuania, accounting for
over a quarter of the market. Some 30 business leaders are taking part in the
delegation in connection with the State Visit. The delegation’s day started
early with Mr Damberg, discussing the business and investment climate in
Lithuania with Chairman of the Bank of Lithuania, Vitas Vasiliauskas,
Minister of Economy Evaldas Gustas and Prime Minister Algirdas
Butkevicius.

The President will host a dinner during the evening. The State Visit will
continue tomorrow and conclude on Friday.
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Article from Prime Minister's Office, Ministry of the Environment, Ministry
for Foreign Affairs

Implementing the 2030 Agenda for
sustainable Development, A call to
action

Published 26 September 2015 Updated 14 October 2016

The world must get off to a flying start in realizing the
new ambitious and transformative sustainable
development agenda.

We, the presidents and prime ministers of Brazil, Colombia, Germany,
Liberia, South Africa, Sweden, Tanzania, Timor-Leste and Tunisia, have
come together today in an initiative aimed at supporting the implementation
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

We believe that the effective and universal implementation of the 2030
Agenda requires efforts at all levels, and across all sectors. Government’s
efforts alone will not suffice. But we are committed to lead by example and
we pledge to do our share.

We will work actively during the coming months to rally support for the
implementation of the Agenda. We will promote the sharing of experiences
and best practices and a continuous engagement at the highest political level
around the world.

The 2030 Agenda is an agenda of the people, by the people and for the
people. We therefore invite all stakeholders, governments, parliamentarians,
civil society, business sector, labor unions and academia to join us in calling
for action. We need sustained engagement, dedication and leadership at all
levels to achieve poverty eradication and sustainable development in all its
dimensions by 2030.
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We will make it our joint mission to ensure that no one is left behind!
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Article from Prime Minister's Office, Ministry of the Environment, Ministry
for Foreign Affairs

Sweden taking responsibility to
implement the UN global goals for
sustainability

Published 25 September 2015 Updated 25 September 2015

Prime Minister Stefan Léfven, Minister for Foreign
Affairs Margot Wallstrém, Minister for Climate and the
Environment Asa Romson and Minister for International
Development Cooperation Isabella Lévin are attending
the UN Sustainable Development Summit in New York.
On 25-27 September, the new global Sustainable
Development Goals will be adopted by all UN Member
States.

“Sweden will take a leading role also in implementing the new UN
Sustainable Development Goals. Poverty reduction, environmental and
climate action, and peacebuilding go hand-in-hand. Sweden will lead the way
with a coherent policy that takes into account the perspective of poor
people, human rights and planetary boundaries. Efforts to achieve the global
Sustainable Development Goals in Sweden are starting now,” says Prime
Minister Stefan Lofven.

During the summit, the Prime Minister will deliver a speech, attend meetings,
seminars and roundtable discussions, and have bilateral talks with the heads
of government of other countries.

“These global goals are needed for the countries of the world to work
together to stop and prevent conflicts and refugee crises. Sustainable
development cannot be achieved without peace, security and respect for
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human rights. The global goals give us fifteen years of opportunities for a
better world,” says Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrom.

“It is extremely positive that the world is now agreed on the importance of
sustainable development. An ambitious climate agreement in Paris this
December is our first opportunity to show what this means in practice. All
countries have a responsibility to contribute to climate change adaptation.
By taking responsibility at home, Sweden is taking the lead and showing that
adaptation is both possible and profitable,” says Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Climate and the Environment Asa Romson.

From a Swedish perspective, it is important to underline three dimensions of
sustainability — economic, social and environmental. The rights perspective,
including freedom from discrimination, and gender equality in particular, is a
top priority, as are employment and the goal of decent work for all.

“In unsettled times in which the challenges faced by the world can
sometimes seem insurmountable, the fact that the countries of the world
have now come together and shown that change in a positive direction is
possible inspires hope and confidence, as does the fact that we stand united
in the battle against poverty, repression and climate change,” says Minister
for International Development Cooperation Isabella Lovin.

In connection with the summit, a large number of charity events and a music
gala — the Global Citizen Festival — will take place in Central Park in New
York. The festival will focus on inequalities in the world and access to clean
water and sanitation.
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Article from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Margot Wallstrom received
Selahattin Demirtas

Published 27 August 2015 Updated 27 August 2015

Last week, Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrém
met the leader of the People’s Democratic Party (HDP)
from Turkey.

“HDP is an important political power for shaping the future of Turkey.
Sweden and Turkey have a strategic partnership and Sweden supports
Turkey’s closer ties with the EU, which require a deepening of democracy
and the rule of law. It is now of the utmost importance to resume the peace
process and the ceasefire,” says Ms Wallstrom.

In light of the current situation, Ms Wallstrom also urged HDP to continue
contributing to the resumption of the peace process.

Mr Demirtas expressed his appreciation for the meeting with Ms Wallstrom.
He repeated his message that the peace process and the ceasefire must be
resumed and that violence and weapons cannot solve the conflict. Against
this background, he welcomed the fact that Sweden — which has a special
role in Turkey by virtue of the high level of credibility it enjoys — was urging
for the resumption of peace negotiations.
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Article from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Minister for Foreign Affairs
received Marshall Islands
president and Kenyan foreign
minister

Published 25 August 2015 Updated 25 August 2015

On Tuesday, Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot
Wallstrém met Marshall Islands President Christopher
J. Loeak and Kenyan Cabinet Secretary for Foreign
Affairs Amina Mohamed.

Marshall Islands President Christopher J. Loeak was received for talks on
issues such as the challenges of climate change. President Loeak is visiting
Sweden on 23-27 August to take part in World Water Week.

Margot Wallstrom and Kenyan Cabinet Secretary for Foreign Affairs Amina
Mohamed held talks on global issues of common interest. The ministers
discussed trade relations between Sweden and Kenya, developments in
Somalia, development cooperation and the new aid strategy that the Swedish
Government is working to produce.
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Article from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Margot Wallstrom received US
senators

Published 19 August 2015 Updated 19 August 2015

Today, Wednesday 19 August, Minister for Foreign
Affairs Margot Wallstrom received US Senators John
McCain, Sheldon Whitehouse and John Barrasso for
discussions on topical foreign policy issues.

The discussions focused on the situation in Ukraine and relations with
Russia, countering violent extremism and the Iran nuclear agreement.

The US senators, John McCain (R), Sheldon Whitehouse (D) and John
Barrasso (R), are visiting Sweden as part of a tour. Among those they will
meet in Sweden are Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrém, Minister
for Defence Peter Hultqvist and representatives of the Swedish Armed
Forces.
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Article from Prime Minister's Office, Ministry of Defence, Ministry of
Education and Research, Ministry of Enterprise and Innovation, Ministry of
the Environment, Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Indian State Visit concluded

Published 04 June 2015 Updated 04 June 2015

On the evening of 2 June, India’s President Shri Pranab
Mukherjee left Sweden following a State Visit of three
days. The President was in Sweden at the invitation of
HM the King. The Government was represented, with
the majority of ministers participating. The main themes
of the visit were innovations and sustainable
development, with a focus on urban development,
science and research.

India is one of the leading countries in Asia, the world’s fourth largest
economy and an emerging global actor. The State Visit by the Indian
President — the first ever — was therefore an important milestone in our
bilateral relations.

The State Visit began on Sunday with the traditional welcoming ceremony at
the Inner Courtyard of the Royal Palace. The King and the President
inspected a guard of honour from the Life Guards and many members of the
Government, as well as other Swedish public representatives, were present
to welcome the President.

Monday began with a visit to the Riksdag, where the President was received
by the Speaker of the Riksdag and met with Members of the Riksdag.

In the morning, Prime Minister Stefan Loéfven also received the President for
talks at Rosenbad. Mr Mukherjee and Mr L6fven discussed issues such as
growing trade between Sweden and India and broad bilateral cooperation
covering such areas as the environment, renewable energy and health.
Minister for Climate and the Environment Asa Romson, Minister for Foreign
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Affairs Margot Wallstrom, Minister for Enterprise and Innovation Mikael
Damberg, Minister for Defence Peter Hultqvist and Minister for Housing and
Urban Development Mehmet Kaplan also took part in the talks.

In connection with the meeting at Rosenbad, a number of agreements
between India and Sweden were signed, including a memorandum of
understanding on sustainable urban development. The aim of the
memorandum of understanding is to promote cooperation on matters
concerning sustainable and integrated urban planning and land use, waste
management, sustainable transport systems, water and sanitation.

Minister for Housing and Urban Development Mehmet Kaplan joined the
President and the King later in the afternoon for a boat tour of Hammarby
Sjostad. During the boat tour, a roundtable discussion was held with business
representatives on how cities can be built in more sustainable and
environmentally friendly ways.

Sustainable cities in focus during the Indian State Visit

Helene Hellmark Knutsson, Minister for Higher Education and Research,
was present at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, when a number of
cooperation agreements were signed between Indian and Swedish higher
education institutions.

On Monday evening, the King and Queen hosted a gala dinner for the
President.

Visit to Karolinska Institutet and Uppsala University

The theme on Tuesday, the final day of the visit, was mainly research and
science. Minster Helene Hellmark Knutsson was in attendance when the
President and the King and Queen visited Karolinska Institutet. The focus
lay on scientific cooperation, and included visits to Nobel Forum and Aula
Medica. The President was also given a presentation of Nya Karolinska
Solna (NKS) and Hagastaden.

Before lunch, Minister for Enterprise and Innovation Mikael Damberg took
part in a roundtable discussion between representatives of the Swedish and
Indian business sectors. The President and the King were also present.

Mr Damberg gave a speech entitled India-Sweden Partnership — Co-
creating a Brighter Future.



In connection with the business forum, the President announced that
Swedish passport holders will now be granted an ‘eTourist visa” when
visiting India, leading to more expedient visa handling for Swedish citizens.

In the afternoon, the President visited Uppsala University together with
Crown Princess Victoria, Prince Daniel and Minister for Foreign Affairs
Margot Wallstrom. Ms Wallstrom gave the opening address and the
President held a lecture on the theme ‘Tagore and Gandhi: Do they have
contemporary relevance for Global Peace?’.

Speech by Margot Wallstrom at Uppsala University

On Tuesday evening, Ms Wallstrom was in attendance when Crown Princess
Victoria and Prince Daniel bid farewell to the President at Arlanda airport.
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Article from Prime Minister's Office, Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Historic State Visit from India

Published 28 May 2015 Updated 28 May 2015

The President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee, will pay
a State Visit to Sweden from 31 May to 2 June 2015 at
the invitation of His Majesty the King. The Government
will be represented, with the majority of ministers
participating. The main themes of the visit are
innovations and sustainable development, with a focus
on urban development, science and research.

India is one of the leading countries in Asia, the world’s fourth largest
economy and an emerging global actor. The State Visit by the Indian
President — the first ever — is an important milestone in our bilateral
relations.

Focus of the State Visit

The focus of the State Visit will be on creating conditions for greater
exchange in the areas of trade and science, and strengthening Sweden’s
presence in the Indian market.

There is growing demand in India concerning issues such as innovation,
urban development and sustainable development. The State Visit will
provide the opportunity to promote potential business opportunities in these
areas in both directions.

Sweden already has broad cooperation with India in a number of areas:
environment, renewable energy, research, health, etc. This cooperation will
be deepened further in connection with the visit, which will include the
signing of a number of cooperation agreements.
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Programme points

India’s President will land in Stockholm on Sunday afternoon and will be
welcomed at Arlanda Airport by Crown Princess Victoria and Prince Daniel.
The King and Queen will receive the President at the Royal Mews for a
horse-drawn cortege to the Royal Palace, where the traditional welcoming
ceremony will take place. Representatives of the Riksdag and the
Government will be present.

Monday’s programme will begin with a visit to the Riksdag and a meeting
with Speaker of the Riksdag Urban Ahlin. Prime Minister Stefan Lofven will
then welcome the President at Rosenbad. Stockholm City will host a lunch at
Stockholm City Hall, during which sustainable urban development will be
the focus of discussions. The afternoon programme will continue along the
same theme with a visit to Hammarby Sj6stad. Minister for Housing and
Urban Development Mehmet Kaplan will take part. In the evening, the King
and Queen will host a banquet at the Palace.

The theme for Tuesday will be research and science, with a visit to
Karolinska Institutet, with Minister for Higher Education and Research
Heléne Hellmark Knutsson in attendance. This will be followed by seminars
and meetings with Swedish and Indian business representatives. Minister for
Enterprise and Innovation Mikael Damberg will also take part in the
programme.

The programme will continue in the afternoon in Uppsala, where the
President will deliver a speech at Uppsala University. Crown Princess
Victoria, Prince Daniel and Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrém
will be present.

The State Visit will conclude late on Tuesday afternoon.

Follow the visit on social media: use #sweindia2015



W Government Offices of Sweden

Article from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Sweden celebrates 20 years of EU
membership

Published 12 May 2015 Updated 19 May 2015

Saturday 9 May marked 20 years since Sweden
became a member of the European Union along with
Finland and Austria. Sweden's twenty-year history of EU
membership has demonstrated the possibilities and
advantages of being part of the Union.

The enlargement of the EU has been crucial for peace, sustainable growth
and prosperity in Europe - as recognised by the awarding of the Nobel Peace
Prize to the EU. The EU has become the world's largest integrated economy,
with a population of more than 500 million. Because of the internal market,
Swedes can live, travel, study, work and retire wherever they like in the EU.
These are just some of the many examples of the impact EU membership has
had on Sweden so far.

Europe Day is celebrated throughout Europe on 9 May. On this day in 1950,
French foreign minister Robert Schuman presented a plan for how to avoid
further armed conflict in Europe. The Schuman Declaration laid the
foundation for what would later become the European Union: the European
Coal and Steel Community (ECSC), of which both France and Germany
were members. Joint control over the production of the raw materials that
were so crucial to the arms industry - coal and steel - aimed to make it
impossible for the countries concerned to start re-arming for war.

France and Germany, together with Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg
and Italy, signed the Treaty establishing the European Coal and Steel
Community - an organisation that in 1967 came to be known as the
European Communities (EC). Sweden submitted a formal application for
membership of the EC in July 1991. Two years later the accession
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negotiations were opened, and on 24 July 1994 the Treaty of Accession was
signed at the European Council in Corfu. Since then a further 13 countries
have joined, and the EU now has 28 Member States.

To mark Europe Day, Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrém took
part in a seminar at Europahuset on Friday 8 May on the topic 'Sweden's first
20 years in the EU - lessons and challenges for the future'. Ms Wallstrém
presented the Government's EU policy and discussed the developments and
challenges in the EU and their significance for Sweden.
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Article from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Sweden celebrates 20 years of EU
membership

Published 12 May 2015 Updated 18 May 2015

Saturday 9 May marked 20 years since Sweden
became a member of the European Union along with
Finland and Austria. Sweden's twenty-year history of EU
membership has demonstrated the possibilities and
advantages of being part of the Union.

The enlargement of the EU has been crucial for peace, sustainable growth
and prosperity in Europe - as recognised by the awarding of the Nobel Peace
Prize to the EU. The EU has become the world's largest integrated economy,
with a population of more than 500 million. Because of the internal market,
Swedes can live, travel, study, work and retire wherever they like in the EU.
These are just some of the many examples of the impact EU membership has
had on Sweden so far.

Europe Day is celebrated throughout Europe on 9 May. On this day in 1950,
French foreign minister Robert Schuman presented a plan for how to avoid
further armed conflict in Europe. The Schuman Declaration laid the
foundation for what would later become the European Union: the European
Coal and Steel Community (ECSC), of which both France and Germany
were members. Joint control over the production of the raw materials that
were so crucial to the arms industry - coal and steel - aimed to make it
impossible for the countries concerned to start re-arming for war.

France and Germany, together with Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg
and Italy, signed the Treaty establishing the European Coal and Steel
Community - an organisation that in 1967 came to be known as the
European Communities (EC). Sweden submitted a formal application for
membership of the EC in July 1991. Two years later the accession
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negotiations were opened, and on 24 July 1994 the Treaty of Accession was
signed at the European Council in Corfu. Since then a further 13 countries
have joined, and the EU now has 28 Member States.

To mark Europe Day, Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrém took
part in a seminar at Europahuset on Friday 8 May on the topic 'Sweden's first
20 years in the EU - lessons and challenges for the future'. Ms Wallstrém
presented the Government's EU policy and discussed the developments and
challenges in the EU and their significance for Sweden.
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Article from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Minister for Foreign Affairs visited
Washington DC

Published 02 February 2015 Updated 18 May 2015

On 29 December, Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot
Wallstrém visited her US colleague John Kerry in
Washington DC.

"The US is a key global actor with whom Sweden has very good relations. |
very much look forward to meeting my counterparts in Washington to
discuss how Sweden and the US can further strengthen their cooperation,”
Ms Wallstrom said ahead of her trip.

Topics discussed at the meeting included how the good relations between
Sweden and the US can be furthered developed in areas such as climate and
energy issues, trade and gender equality. The serious situations in Ukraine
and Syria were also discussed.

Ms Wallstrom said that they were meeting at a time when the world seemed

to be in peril. She felt there are many issues that needed attention and which
were their responsibility to discuss, including Ebola, extremism and violence,
and conflicts around the world. All things considered, she felt that there was

a long agenda for them to work through.

Later in the day, Ms Wallstrém took part in a meeting with US Vice
President Joe Biden and also met with Susan Rice, National Security Advisor
to Barack Obama.

During her two-day visit to Washington DC, Ms Wallstrom took part is
several seminars and roundtable discussions with representatives of
universities and think tanks, including the Unites States Institute of Peace,
where she spoke about feminist foreign policy.
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U.S. Department of State: Remarks With Swedish Foreign Minister Margot
Wallstrom Before Their Meeting
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Article from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Margot Wallstrom received Philip
Hammond

Published 20 November 2014 Updated 18 May 2015

Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrom today
received her British counterpart Foreign Secretary Philip
Hammond.

Discussions included the bilateral relations between Sweden and the UK, the
situation in Russia and Ukraine, the situation in the Middle East, and current
UN and EU issues.

Ms Wallstrom stressed the importance of peace and security, respect for
international law and the promotion of human rights in the European
neighbourhood and elsewhere.

She also called attention to the importance of close cooperation on these
issues with the UK in the EU and in other international forums, and the close
ties between our countries - past and present.


https://www.government.se/

W Government Offices of Sweden

Article from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Sweden raises profile on
disarmament

Published 10 October 2014 Updated 18 May 2015

On Tuesday, Sweden spoke at the United Nations
General Assembly First Committee, which deals with
disarmament issues. Sweden announced that it will take
an active part in the initiative on the humanitarian
consequences of nuclear weapons.

Since nuclear weapons were used for the first, and last, time almost 70 years
ago against Hiroshima and Nagasaki - with terrible consequences - the
humanitarian dimension has been the focus of efforts to achieve a nuclear
weapon-free world.

Most agreements relating to non-proliferation and disarmament of nuclear
weapons have essentially been based on the principle that nuclear weapons
must never again be used as the humanitarian consequences would be
unacceptable.

"It 1s natural that Sweden focuses on people in the work to advance
disarmament and non-proliferation efforts," commented Minister for Foreign
Affairs Margot Wallstrom. "Sweden will actively participate in the
conference on the humanitarian impact of nuclear weapons to be hosted by
Austria in December this year."

Sweden will also actively participate in consultations and discussions with
other countries and organisations to examine more closely the conditions for
the elimination of all nuclear weapons, a commitment that all 189 countries
that are parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
support.


https://www.government.se/

W Government Offices of Sweden

Opinion piece from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Internet freedom in decline — a
threat to our democracy

Published 11 June 2019

The internet must not be a place where hate campaigns
and disinformation take over the flow of information. We
must have clear requirements for large corporations that
dominate social media globally. It is in everyone’s
interest that we do not leave the responsibility for our
public debate and meeting places to companies, write
Carin Jamtin, Margot Wallstrom and Peter Eriksson.

Freedom on the internet has declined for the eighth year in a row. The ability
ofstates to shut down the internet is increasing. Journalists, independent
media and human rights defenders are being subjected to physical and digital
attacks. Opportunities to openly debate without risking hatred and threats,
repression and persecution are being limited. The spread of disinformation is
increasing and having a major impact.

On May 16-17 the Stockholm Internet Forum took place, bringing together
500 people from around 100 countries on the invitation of the Swedish
International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida) to discuss the
internet’s role and future challenges. The focus was the shrinking democratic
space online and internet access. The need for an international dialogue
about the internet has never been more urgent.

Serious trend

The fact is that we are in the midst of a negative trend with serious
consequences: authoritarian states are using advanced tools to recruit new
supporters, polarise opinion, undermine democratic debate, and attack and
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silence opponents. Increasingly, automated information flows, increased data
collection, disinformation campaigns as well as opportunities and challenges
regarding artificial intelligence have gone from being peripheral issues to
central issues for society.

This 1s happening in large parts of the world. The impact of the internet on
democracy and society is being discussed across the world, from Bogota and
Kigali to Hanoi. In all these places, the internet is of crucial importance to
economic development and poverty reduction, and as more and more people
become connected, the conditions for positive sustainable development
improve. This is an aspect we cannot afford to overlook.

Place demands on social media giants

The disinformation campaigns we see — in some cases led by governments —
risk threatening our democracy. The internet cannot be a place where hate
campaigns and disinformation take over the flow of information. We must
have clear requirements for large corporations that dominate social media
globally. It is in our common interest that we do not leave the responsibility
for our public debate and meeting places to companies. This 1s essentially a
question of democracy, of the public debate.

The negative trend, with a shrinking democratic space online, is deeply
worrying and serious. This must not continue and this is exactly why we
need joint action on the future of digital development. Turning this trend
requires political awareness and joint, international commitments on issues
such as what the internet will be like and how it will be used in the future.
Human rights must not be undermined; they must be strengthened through
access to the internet. The solutions can only be found in discussions
between all stakeholders — states, civil society and companies, as well as
everyone who is dependent on the internet in their everyday lives and their
work.

The internet can remain a positive force

The starting point for these discussions must be the incredibly important role
the internet has played and continues to play in opening up closed societies,
creating employment and hope for the future, enabling communication
between people throughout the world and promoting knowledge flows and
cooperation at a genuinely global level. Despite the problems we are seeing
now, technological developments have essentially offered enormous



opportunities and changed our world for the better. We must not allow the
digital threats to make us passive. We must act now to ensure that the
internet remains a positive force for development and democracy, and to
protect access to the internet.

Half of the world’s population does not yet have access to the internet, and
Sida is working to ensure that more and more people get connected. But
what kind of internet they gain access to is up to us. Together with all other
actors, whowant to work for a free, open and secure internet, we must
mobilise for joint solutions. Many of those actors met at the Stockholm
Internet Forum. We are proud to live in a free country, which can offer an
important meeting place to human rights activists and journalists, who are
under threat, to engage in these important discussions.

Carin Jimtin
Director-General, Sida
Margot Wallstrom
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Peter Eriksson

Minister for International Development Cooperation
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Opinion piece from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

A Swedish disarmament initiative

Published 11 June 2019

Opinion piece by Margot Wallstrém, published in
Aftonbladet on 11 June 2019.

The risk of nuclear war is greater and the threat more serious than for many
years. This is why the Government is hosting a high-level meeting on nuclear
disarmament today. This is the first meeting of its kind for many years, and a
number of countries will be taking part at ministerial level. The fact that the
meeting is being conducted at a high political level and with ministers from
all over the world shows the level of interest and the need to discuss the
disarmament issue in an increasingly unsafe world.

The threat of nuclear weapons is currently at its highest level since the end
of the Cold War. The Government sees and is concerned by increasing
tensions between countries with nuclear weapons and an increasingly
aggressive rhetoric, as well as a building up of arsenals. We know that
nuclear weapon use on one single occasion would have unthinkable
humanitarian consequences that no country can handle.

We also see a lack of willingness to respect and maintain the disarmament
agreements that for many years have underpinned international efforts for
disarmament and non-proliferation. Examples of this include the increasing
tensions between Russia and the United States, which have both left the
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF) following a Russian treaty
breach. The uncertain future of the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (New
START) further heightens the seriousness of the situation. If these
international agreements are not upheld, the threat to Sweden’s own security
also increases.

One cornerstone of this work is the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons (NPT). This is partly to prevent the spread of nuclear
weapons and partly to encourage nuclear-weapon states to reduce their
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arsenals. A great deal hangs in the balance therefore when the NPT countries
meet next year for a review of the Treaty’s implementation. The Swedish
Government wants to help ensure that this Review Conference achieves the
results the world so badly needs, not least concerning disarmament. But the
political will among the Treaty’s members needs to be strengthened and
preparations for this need to begin immediately.

It is against this background that the Government is making a concerted
effort, and an important part of this work is today’s high-level meeting. A
wide range of countries have been invited to the meeting, all with different
challenges and security policy conditions, but with a shared ambition to work
for concrete results that bring us closer to the goal of a world free of nuclear
weapons.

Today’s meeting will be about measures to reduce the risk of nuclear
weapon use. Our goal is for the meeting to result in a declaration that makes
clear our countries’ plan for the period ahead, with the objective of ensuring
a successful Review Conference next year.

The Government’s objective is a world free of nuclear weapons. Sceptics
will always claim that the time is not ripe for fresh progress, but cynicism has
never been a political force to be reckoned with. Let us therefore never
forget that most things seem impossible until they have been achieved, as
was also the case in 1985 when superpower rivals the United States and
Russia took the first step towards a joint plan for disarmament. The joint
statement that was signed by Ronald Reagan and Mikhail Gorbachev
contained the now familiar words: “A nuclear war cannot be won and must
never be fought.” If this kind of progress was possible during the frostiest
days of the Cold War, then it is possible today too.

Margot Wallstrom
Minister for Foreign Affairs
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Opinion piece from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

"The EU Eastern Partnership has
been a success"”

Published 13 May 2019

Ten years ago, Sweden, together with Poland, initiated
the EU’s Eastern Partnership. As the partnership now
enters its second decade, it is a good time to highlight
three priorities for its future development, writes
Swedish Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstréom.

The Eastern Partnership has been a success.

A claim like that is justified on its tenth anniversary because, frankly, the
Eastern Partnership has transformed the six partner countries, their relation
to the EU and the EU itself. It has brought more extensive change to the
region than could have been foreseen ten years ago. In addition, it has
created a common EU platform and policy towards its Eastern
neighbourhood.

As the Eastern Partnership now enters its second decade, as one of its co-
founders I want to highlight three priorities for its future:

1. The Eastern Partnership has always been built on shared values, and
S0 may it continue.

The EU is underpinned by a firm belief in the universality of our indivisible
human rights —civil and political, economic, social and cultural, in
democracy and the rule of law, as well as a strong commitment to the
European security order and every country’s right to choose its own path.
These are also central to the partnership between the EU and its Eastern
neighbours.

Today, some of these values are under pressure globally, and the EU is no
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exception. It is more important than ever to remind ourselves why, in our
history, we fought so hard to gain them.

This means that we will keep pushing for reforms to fight corruption, to
increase transparency and to foster social equality. Fighting corruption is not
only about preventing the misuse of resources. It is also a matter of
strengthening national security.

We will provide more support to civil society actors and professional
independent media, and will not remain silent when democracy is eroded.
Through such measures, we build resilience in a broader sense.

2. People should always be at the centre of Eastern Partnership policy.

Any political itiative that does not deliver concrete results for people’s
everyday lives will eventually lose its relevance. The Eastern Partnership
must keep on delivering tangible change for the people of the partnership
countries.

In this regard, the visa-free agreements with Ukraine, Moldova and Georgia,
and Erasmus+ education exchanges are more than just words. To many
people, they are essential improvements and concrete symbols of the
European future of their home countries.

We need stronger measures for gender equality and young people. Equality
between women and men should be placed high on the agenda of all the
partner countries. We must invest much more in young peoples’ skills,
education and vocational training, SME development and their opportunities
to create a good future for themselves in their own countries. We need to
further strengthen Erasmus+ and to increase links between schools in the EU
and in the region.

3. We must accept that development will never be linear.

The six partner countries differ in their reform ambitions and in their
perspectives on the EU. It is natural that the EU approach to these countries
differs, too. As long as partner countries continue to reform, the EU should
continue to support and offer deeper and more extensive cooperation.

Our support to reforms should continue to be based on merit. Such merit is
measured by reform progress, political will and ownership — not by words
alone. Those who deliver will receive more in return from the EU.
Correspondingly, we will respond with less support for less progress when



called for.

Similarly, we must develop cooperation with all six Eastern Partnership
countries. More can and must be done regionally in Europe — the EU and
Eastern Partnership countries together. Such issues include climate change,
disinformation, migration and human trafficking.

One final remark: the Eastern Partnership has changed the perspective of the
EU. We no longer talk about our Eastern neighbours as post-Soviet states,
but as European partners. We no longer define our relations with these
countries by the past, but by a common future. This is in itself a great
achievement, and the right approach for the years to come.

Margot Wallstrom

Swedish Minister for Foreign Affairs
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Opinion piece from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

We're taking up the fight against
prostitution

Published 13 March 2019

Opinion piece in Svenska Dagbladet by foreign
ministers Jean-Yves Le Drian and Margot Wallstrom.
Published on 8 March 2019.

On International Women’s Day, Sweden and France are initiating a
diplomatic offensive against trafficking in human beings for sexual
exploitation. We have agreed to develop a strategy to combat trafficking in
human beings and prostitution in Europe and globally.

Sweden conducts a feminist foreign policy; France has feminist diplomacy.
Together, we want to be at the vanguard of the fight against trafficking in
human beings. We hope that more countries will join this important work for
human rights.

The link between prostitution and trafficking in human beings is well
documented and researched. One figure is enough to illustrate the situation:
in the major brothels in Western and Central Europe, an estimated 95 per
cent of the women come from other regions and continents — often Eastern
Europe and Africa.

Testimony from brothels in Western European countries where prostitution
is legal is shocking. Statistics show that the risk of developing post-traumatic
stress 1s higher in prostitution than in war.

There are forces arguing for the legalisation of prostitution. But regardless of
whether it is legal or not, prostitution always means that vulnerable people
are forced to live under inhumane conditions. That’s why France and
Sweden have a clear position of rejecting any notion of prostitution as a form
of work. We do not accept, and will fight the use of, the term ‘sex work’.
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France and Sweden have, together with many other countries, adopted laws
that make the purchase of sex, but not the sale, illegal. This legislation has
been effective in reducing the demand for prostitution and makes it easier to
help victims leave prostitution. In Sweden, where the legislation has been in
force for 20 years, there are comparatively few prostitutes, and the
prevalence of trafficking in human beings is relatively low.

The diplomatic offensive that we are initiating today will strengthen the fight
against trafficking in human beings for sexual exploitation. We will
encourage more countries to adopt prostitution legislation like that in France
and Sweden.

This will be supported by sharing knowledge about trafficking in human
beings and prostitution, stimulating debate and discussion of the role of men
and gender equality, supporting women’s shelters and in other ways helping
victims of trafficking in human beings to a better existence, as well as by
promoting sexual and reproductive health and rights in all ways, including
financially.

Our fight against trafficking in human beings will be conducted together with
others. We will collaborate with civil society organisations, women’s shelters
and other actors to make policy as effective as possible.

No one dreams of becoming a prostitute. Victims of trafficking in human
beings live under conditions that are truly horrible — in Europe in the 21st
century! We cannot allow this to continue.

Jean-Yves Le Drian
France’s Minister of Europe and Foreign Affairs
Margot Wallstrom

Sweden’s Minister for Foreign Affairs
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Opinion piece from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Religious freedom is a
fundamental human right

Published 17 July 2018

Freedom of religion or belief is a universal human right. But despite this,
people are persecuted, displaced and murdered because of their religion.
Religious sites are destroyed and buildings set ablaze. We see this in the
Middle East, where in recent years the situation of religious minorities has
deteriorated.

During the Daesh advance, Christian groups in Iraq and Syria suffered
unspeakable abuse, including sexual and gender-based violence, and many
were killed. Other minorities were also targeted, such as the Yazidis, whose
women were forced into sex slavery under Daesh. In Egypt, the Coptic
Christian minority has again become the target of repeated terrorist attacks.
Similar developments are taking place in Nigeria, Indonesia and Pakistan. In
other places, religious freedom is severely restricted, as are other human
rights. We also see ethnic and religious minorities fall victim closer to home.
Synagogues and mosques are attacked and destroyed in towns and cities in
Sweden, Christian refugees in Swedish refugee centres bear witness to
serious threats and harassment, and terrorism in Europe is a threat to the
pluralism and democracy that we have fought so hard to build.

Sweden condemns these abuses, acts of violence and killings. Everyone
should be able to hold a religion without fear of threat. The Government is
taking broad-based measures to prevent these threats to pluralism. I recently
received the Presiding Committee of the Christian Council of Sweden to talk
about global trends in freedom of religion or belief.

Promoting and protecting human rights is a cornerstone of Swedish foreign
policy. Sweden is working actively — bilaterally with individual countries and
in multilateral contexts — to strengthen respect for freedom of religion or
belief. Engaging other governments in efforts to strengthen protection for
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human rights is a permanent item on our agenda. Sweden's Ambassador for
human rights, democracy and the rule of law has freedom of religion or
belief among her areas of responsibility. Promoting this freedom is thus an
ongoing part of her work. Sweden's Ambassador to the Holy See conducts a
dialogue with the Vatican on the issue, and the Swedish Institute in
Alexandria, which is part of the Swedish Foreign Service, works to promote
interfaith dialogue. Our Ambassador to the Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation continuously raises freedom of religion, including the
vulnerable situation of Christians in the Muslim world. It is important to
review and report on developments, increase awareness, and hold
perpetrators of abuse and of human rights violations to account.

Reinforcing civil society is an important step in strengthening human rights
and the protection of religious minorities. This work also includes our
extensive efforts to strengthen democracy and the rule of law around the
world. As minorities are often victims of terrorism and violent extremism,
greater international cooperation is needed to prevent violent extremism and
strengthen counter-terrorism efforts. Sweden's participation in the Global
Coalition against Daesh includes contributing military trainers to the
Coalition's training mission. Sweden's international counter-terrorism
priorities are aimed at long-term prevention of violent extremism in
compliance with international human rights law. Security-oriented and
punitive approaches alone risk being counterproductive. Excessive use of
force by police and disproportionate security measures perceived as
targeting particular groups fuel some of the grievances exploited by violent
extremist propaganda. Strengthening democracy to counter violent
extremism is a priority for the Government.

Development cooperation is an essential part of Sweden's efforts to
strengthen human rights and prevent the violent extremism that often targets
religious minorities. Sweden has bilateral development cooperation with Iraq,
a regional strategy for the Syria crisis, and wider regional engagement in the
Middle East and North Africa. Our support is based on a rights perspective,
with a special focus on vulnerable groups, including ethnic and religious
minorities. Contributions and projects range from strengthening democratic
governance, peacebuilding and mechanisms for protecting human rights, to
support to civil society, education and other basic social services.

We can naturally do more. Understanding the challenges of coexistence, the
links between religion and politics in the world, and freedom of religion or
belief is central; for this reason, we invest more in education. For example,
the Swedish Mission Council has run a freedom of religion course at the



Ministry for Foreign Affairs. We organise and participate actively and
regularly in conferences and seminars that address these issues, both at home
and around the world. I have also taken steps for a conference during the
next electoral period where concepts such as genocide will be discussed; the
UN Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide will be invited to take
part. We are clarifying the title of our Ambassador to the Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and for intercultural and interfaith dialogue, who
will receive a special assignment for the fight against anti-Semitism and
Islamophobia, and the protection of Christians and other religious minorities
in the Middle East and North Africa.

I am currently also setting up an internal working group at the Ministry for
Foreign Affairs to enhance coordination of our various actors who provide
support to religious minorities in different ways.

Religion plays a major role in many conflict situations around the world.
Finding ways to co-exist, even when religious beliefs differ, is therefore
crucial for sustainable peace. Violence, harassment or persecution based on
a person's religion must never be accepted or normalised. We will continue
to fight for this during the next electoral period.

Margot Wallstrém
Minister for Foreign Affairs
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Opinion piece from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

"Climate change impacts on
security - now the UN must act”

Published 13 July 2018

Translation of an article published in Dagens Nyheter
on 10 July 2018.

Today the members of the United Nations Security Council are meeting to
discuss climate change and security for the first time in seven years. In
recent years, clear signs of climate change have made it difficult to turn a
blind eye.

The aim of today's meeting, chaired by Sweden, is to increase understanding
about the exacerbating effects of climate change on conflict.

In Sweden this year, spring and summer have been characterised by extreme
weather. Water shortages, forest fires and crop failures have become
recurring news stories. The issue feels increasingly relevant and part of our
reality. Extreme heat is now also affecting Canada and California, while
extreme rainfall across Japan has led to two million people being evacuated
from their homes, and more than 120 people have died.

But people in poor countries are those hardest hit by the adverse impacts of
climate change. There, resilience to extreme weather events and crop failure
is extremely low. Women are often disproportionately vulnerable in these
situations. Fragile countries risk being stuck in a vicious cycle of instability
and climate risks.

A few days ago, Swedish Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrém, UN
Deputy Secretary-General Amina Mohammed and other United Nations and
African Union representatives conducted a joint visit to Chad and Niger. In
doing so, we continue the focus on a region where the link between climate
change and security is particularly clear. This will help us better understand
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the various dimensions of the conflict, such as links to terrorism, lack of
development, gender inequality and the impact of climate change. The visit
made clear that traditional security measures are not enough to promote
peace and security.

Last year, the Security Council also travelled to the Lake Chad region. After
the trip, Sweden initiated a ground-breaking resolution that was the first to
identify the impact of climate change on a specific conflict, and called for
the UN to strengthen its capacity to respond. This marked the beginning of a
new approach to climate change in the Security Council.

The Sahel region of West Africa has been hit hard, especially Mali and the
Lake Chad region. Shorter and less predictable rainy seasons have increased
competition for scarce resources, exacerbating existing tensions between
herders and settled farmers. People's livelihoods and food security are
threatened, further increasing people's vulnerability. In countries where
resilience to crisis is weak and social and economic security extremely
limited, we see more and more people being recruited by extremist groups
offering money and food. Many choose to leave their homes and flee.

Another telling example is the many small island state that are at risk of
being submerged when sea levels rise. It is difficult to image the
consequences of entire nations potentially disappearing.

These are only a few examples of the link between climate and conflict. We
need to better understand how climate interacts with, and at times reinforces,
patterns of conflict. Without this understanding, we — the international
community — will never be able to take fully informed decisions to promote
peace and prevent conflicts.

Sweden has worked intensively to bring greater international attention to the
issue. The international community must be better at understanding,
highlighting and committing to action against the threats of climate change.
This means improving conflict prevention work.

The United Nations Security Council, whose primary responsibility is the
maintenance of international peace and security, must lead the way. We
simply cannot ignore this issue in our quest for sustainable and peaceful
development. Since Sweden took its seat on the Security Council, we have
worked continuously to raise awareness of this issue. And we have achieved
many important results. Sweden 1s working with other like-minded countries
to draw attention to climate-related security risks, and we have seen results
in regions including West Africa and the Sahel, and countries such as
Somalia and Mali. We also work strategically with incoming Security
Council members to ensure that the issue continues to receive the attention it



deserves when Sweden is no longer a member.

Sweden is doing its share, in foreign policy, climate policy and aid policy.
Sweden is demonstrating global leadership in climate finance and
development cooperation, and is the highest per capita donor to most of the
largest multilateral climate funds. Climate and conflict perspectives are
continuously integrated into development cooperation, and a range of
contributions focusing on climate and security are being implemented.

The Government also supports the establishment of an international research
centre for climate and security, the Stockholm Climate Security Hub, which
will engage some of the leading Swedish research institutes in the field. This
will be launched in conjunction with World Water Week in August with the
aim of promoting knowledge development and policy dialogue in the area,
not least to support the UN and other multilateral actors with evidence-based
analysis.

Today's Security Council debate on climate and security was far from self-
evident. But our efforts are met with ever-clearer support from countries on
all continents, and with great gratitude especially from the many affected
countries that are already experiencing the grave effects of climate change.

We are now looking ahead to next year's UN climate summit. If we are
serious about the Global Goals, including global sustainable development
and peace and security, then climate-related security risks must be on the
global agenda. The situation is acute. And we have no time to lose.

Margot Wallstrom
Minister for Foreign Affairs

Isabella Lovin
Minister for International Development Cooperation and Climate
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Opinion piece from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Action needed to address nuclear
threats

Published 05 July 2018 Updated 05 July 2018

Fifty years ago — in July 1968 — the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) was opened for
signature, following years of complex but ultimately
successful negotiations. Shortly thereafter, Denmark,
Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden signed the treaty.
Our countries have been steadfast supporters of the
NPT ever since.

Today a total of 191 states have joined the treaty and it must be considered a
multilateral success story. For us, nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation
is an obvious priority — a policy choice underpinned by both humanitarian
and security concerns, as well as by global and regional considerations.

Over the years, the treaty has proven its resilience. The global stockpile of
nuclear weapons has been reduced from its Cold War peak of 70 000
warheads to some 14 500 today. The proliferation of nuclear weapons has
been curtailed, and the benefits of civilian nuclear energy and technology
have been shared on a global scale.

However, the current global security environment is impeding efforts to
pursue the vision of a world without nuclear weapons and to close remaining
nuclear proliferation loopholes. The North Korean nuclear and missiles
programmes are flagrant violations of a series of UN Security Council
resolutions and a serious challenge to the international nuclear non-
proliferation regime. The outcome of the recent summit in Singapore was a
step in right direction, but the real test lies in its implementation. Nuclear
disarmament by the DPRK is the key factor.
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The Iran nuclear deal (JCPOA) is a key element of the global nuclear non-
proliferation architecture and is crucial for the security of the region. But it
has now been brought into jeopardy. Moreover, the recent recurrent use of
chemical weapons in Syria is challenging the international norms against the
use of weapons of mass destruction. Failure to address the complex situation
we are facing could seriously undermine the global disarmament and non-
proliferation regime that the NPT embodies.

We all have a responsibility to work hard to find common ground. We must
focus on what unites us, rather than on what divides us. The Nordic

countries cooperate closely on disarmament and non-proliferation, despite
our different forms of association with the EU and NATO. History has taught
us that sustainable security can only be attained through cooperation. In our
efforts to uphold and strengthen the NPT, this is a lesson well worth
remembering,

On the 50th anniversary of the Non-Proliferation Treaty, our message is
clear: We call for continued global commitment to the treaty and to
international rules-based cooperation, and a willingness to rebuild mutual
trust after years of polarisation. This requires a concerted effort and clear
political engagement on the part of both nuclear and non-nuclear weapons
states.

The two largest nuclear weapons states have a special responsibility. We
strongly encourage the US and Russia to extend the New START treaty and
to seek further reciprocal reductions in strategic and non-strategic, deployed
and non-deployed warheads. We also call on the US and Russia to resolve
the serious concerns about Russia's compliance with the Intermediate-Range
Nuclear Forces Treaty through diplomatic measures. This treaty is of crucial
importance for European security.

Looking towards the review of the NPT in 2020, we need to reaffirm, and
make progress on, outstanding commitments made within the treaty's
framework. A forward-looking agenda covering all three pillars of the treaty
— disarmament, non-proliferation and the peaceful use of nuclear energy — is
also needed.

Specific items on this agenda could include:

* Risk reduction: Measures to reduce the risk of accidental use of nuclear
weapons, such as prior notification and reducing the operational status of
nuclear weapons.



* Confidence-building measures: Enhanced transparency by the nuclear
weapons states and strengthened negative security assurances to non-nuclear
weapons states, ideally in a legally binding form.

* Practical steps: Developing credible multilateral solutions to verify future
nuclear disarmament.

» Arms control: Addressing the issue of non-strategic nuclear weapons, a
category of weapons currently not covered by any arms control treaty.

» Strengthening non-proliferation: Working towards universal acceptance of
the IAEA Comprehensive Safeguards Agreement and its Additional Protocol
as the global safeguards standard.

» Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT): Strengthening the global
norm against nuclear testing by ensuring the entry into force of the CTBT.

» Fissile Material Cut-Off Treaty: Negotiating and concluding an effectively
verifiable treaty that bans the production of fissile material that could be
used in nuclear weapons, and that also includes practical measures for
scaling down existing stocks.

* Peaceful uses: Making the most of peaceful applications of nuclear
technologies in efforts to achieve the UN 2030 Sustainable Development
Goals in areas such as health, food and water security, and environment
surveillance.

For the past 50 years, the NPT has served the international community well.
Yet for all its success, its future cannot be taken for granted. Above all, NPT
members must uphold the common goal of a world free of nuclear weapons.
Everything possible must be done to avert the risk of nuclear war and, in the
words of the treaty itself, 'the devastation that would be visited upon all
mankind'. We, the Nordic countries, are certainly willing to do our share.

Anders Samuelsen
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Denmark

Timo Soini
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Finland

Gudlaugur Thor Thordarson
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Iceland



Ine Marie Eriksen Sereide
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Norway

Margot Wallstrém
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Sweden



W Government Offices of Sweden

Opinion piece from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Let us work together, with courage
and patience, to make the world
more gender-equal

Published 15 April 2018

Today sees the opening of the Stockholm Forum on
Gender Equality — a global conference with 600
participants from over 100 countries. The Forum will
bring together activists, academics, politicians and
entrepreneurs who put their energies into making the
world more gender-equal.

If we want to achieve change, we must strive for it every day — through
active and patient efforts. The women's movement showed the way, standing
on the barricades and fighting for gender equality at both national and
international level. Thanks to their fight, we have been able to launch, as the
first government in the world, the feminist foreign policy. Sweden has
received attention from all over the world, and several countries have
followed suit with their own policies. Last autumn, the #MeToo movement
gave international momentum to the gender equality issue.

But at the same time, we have also seen how the forces working actively
against women and girls have gained in strength. This is a trend that is
spreading, and all the while political leaders are reducing their global
responsibility. This is dangerous and it means that those people who want a
more gender-equal world need to come together even more than before. The
Stockholm Forum on Gender Equality is thus taking place at a particularly
important time.

Policy must lead to concrete results to be relevant. For us, therefore, it has
been a priority to pursue a feminist foreign policy based on action and real
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change. Let us point to a few examples:

We are investing SEK 1 billion in a global strategy for gender equality and

women's and girls' rights. Activists and women's organisations working for

gender equality often face strong opposition in their fight for human rights.
The possibilities of working independently are reduced when financing and
democratic space shrink.

We have started a network of women mediators who are active in countries
such as Syria, Afghanistan and Ukraine. We will continue our work to ensure
women are involved in peace processes at all levels.

Thanks to the WikiGap campaign, which the Ministry for Foreign Affairs
conducted together with Wikimedia on International Women's Day this year,
Wikipedia now has over 2 500 more articles on women: an important
contribution to the encyclopaedia, in which four in five of the articles about
people are about men.

Through Sweden's engagement, the UN Security Council has considered the
situation of women to a greater extent — a concrete example is that since
Sweden took up a place on the Council, all of the Council's statements have
mentioned women, peace and security.

Swedish support has enabled the UN body UNCTAD to produce a 'trade and
gender toolbox' to help ensure that trade policy has a gender equality
perspective. In addition, almost 100 Swedish embassies are now giving
priority to raising and promoting gender equality issues in various ways.

The full list is much longer — and is a reason to be proud. It shows that it is
possible to make a difference through determined and patient work.

Now that the Stockholm Forum on Gender Equality is getting under way, we
want to reach out a hand to all of the forces in Sweden and the world that
are working for gender equality: let us work together, with courage and
patience, to make the world more gender-equal. The Forum is a launchpad
for this. We cannot afford anything less.

Margot Wallstrom
Minister for Foreign Affairs

Isabella Lovin
Minister for International Development Cooperation and Climate, and
Deputy Prime Minister



Ann Linde
Minister for EU Affairs and Trade
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International Community Must
Unite to Save the Syrian Civilians

Published 20 February 2018

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of
the State of Kuwait, Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah Minister for Foreign Affairs of Sweden, Margot
Wallstrém

After seven years of war, the violence and intolerable suffering inflicted on
the civilian population in Syria continues without respite. In fact, we are now
witnessing some of the worst fighting since the conflict began. In the past
few weeks alone, hundreds more people have lost their lives and tens of
thousands have been driven from their homes. There are persistent reports of
attacks directed at hospitals and schools, revealing complete disregard for
human life and the duty to protect civilians.

Time is running out for the people of Syria. Even before the most recent
escalation, the humanitarian situation in Syria was one of the worst in the
world. The conflict has driven 11 million people, half of the Syrian
population, from their homes, time and again. Many have found refuge in the
region and beyond. Inside Syria, 13 million people are dependent on
humanitarian assistance to stay alive. The worst affected are the 2.5 million
people trapped in towns and cities that are cut off from the rest of the
country by military sieges. As a result of this cruel tactic, humanitarian
access to these communities is now almost non-existent. They cannot
survive much longer. The current escalation of violence will undoubtedly
push many over the edge. Children and young people make up more than
half of the displaced, as well as half of those in need of humanitarian
assistance.

Against this background, and in response to calls from the United Nations
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and its humanitarian agencies, Sweden and Kuwait have proposed a
resolution in the UN Security Council. The draft resolution calls for an
immediate pause in hostilities in Syria to enable regular aid convoys with
food and medicines to all those in need, increased protection of civilians and
the safe medical evacuation of the critically ill and wounded. Our message is
clear: the international community can no longer stand idly by as this
devastating human tragedy continues to escalate.

We must now show unity and put the lives of civilians first. The human toll
of this conflict to date has been devastating and the unwillingness of the UN
Security Council to act is putting its credibility at stake. However, the
adoption of resolution 2393 in December 2017 shows that meaningful
Council action to alleviate the suffering in Syria is possible. Resolution 2393
ensured the continuation of a vital humanitarian lifeline for three million
Syrians in parts of the north and south of the country. It was the only
resolution on Syria adopted within the Council last year. More must be done
to address the needs of civilians right across the country.

Although the tireless efforts of the humanitarian community are important,
the only way to end the humanitarian crisis in Syria is through a sustainable
political solution to the conflict. We know that a sustainable peace is more
likely to be achieved when women are adequately represented and actively
participates in the decision-making. We remain convinced that the only
viable path to a just peace in Syria is through the UN-led political process.
The UN Secretary-General and his Special Envoy, Staffan de Mistura, have
our full support in their efforts.

In the absence of a political solution, civilians will continue to bear the brunt
of the conflict. They need us to act now to save lives. We trust that all
members of the Security Council will put their differences aside, engage
constructively and adopt a purely humanitarian resolution that can make a
real difference for people who have suffered through seven years of conflict.
Surely, we can do at least this.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the State of
Kuwait, Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah

Minister for Foreign Affairs of Sweden, Margot Wallstrom

(Originally published in Asharq Al-Awsat Newspaper)
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We cannot stand idly by while
journalists are murdered

Published 11 January 2018

Opinion piece by Margot Wallstrom in Aftonbladet on 8
January 2018.

Online hate and disinformation make the need for journalists greater than
ever.

More than 800 journalists have been murdered in the past decade. Nine out
of ten murders remain unsolved. This data comes from UNESCO, which
recently launched its report on World Trends in Freedom of Expression and
Media Development. The Government is now strengthening efforts to
protect journalists' safety.

When the world becomes more and more insecure, when democracy is under
pressure and human rights are questioned — it is then that we need journalists
most. It is they who uphold free speech and hold those of us in power
accountable. When they are threatened, we must do everything in our power
to protect them.

We can never accept threats and hatred being directed at journalists for
doing their job, or the fact that women journalists are often particularly
subjected to threats and harassment just because they are women. We
cannot stand idly by as organised online hate grows and is linked to
disinformation campaigns.

Social debate is like air in the lungs of democracy. Democracy is best served
when many voices and perspectives are heard.

Sweden has long had a strong voice on these issues. We have actively placed
the issue of journalists' safety in focus in the UN, the EU, the OSCE and the
Council of Europe. It was Sweden that initiated the pioneering resolution in
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the UN Human Rights Council that confirmed that human rights, including
freedom of expression, must be respected both offline and online.

Between 2014 and 2017, Sweden has quadrupled its financial support to the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO). During this period we have also been on UNESCO's Executive
Board and have been a strong driving force for UNESCO to strengthen its
work on freedom of the press and freedom of expression.

Sweden has therefore submitted several resolutions in UNESCO's Executive
Board and General Conference urging all member states to strengthen their
national efforts to protect journalists from violence and to counter impunity.

Last year, the Ministry for Foreign Affairs drew the attention of the world to
the first free speech act in the world, the Swedish Freedom of the Press Act,
which celebrated its 250th anniversary. At an international expert meeting in
Stockholm, which I hosted, hate and threats against women journalists were
discussed.

This year, we have also expanded our reports on human rights, in which
freedom of expression and freedom of the press issues are central in all 135
countries that are analysed. All of these reports are published on the MFA
website.

In the coming year, the Government's focus on freedom of expression and
journalists' safety will intensify.

To follow up last year's expert seminar, I will invite national and
international experts, journalists, civil society organisations and particularly
engaged states for discussions.

The aim is to move from words to action and agree a number of voluntary
commitments by the participating states.

The Institute for Further Education of Journalists and the Swedish Institute
of International Affairs have been instructed to jointly implement a pilot
study to see how a digital support centre for threatened women journalists
could be arranged.

The Government also decided to support a course for journalists held by the
International Institute of Humanitarian Law in Sanremo, Italy, in December.
The course aims to strengthen their knowledge of the protection that
international humanitarian law provides to the media.



Threats to journalists and writers are also a threat to democracy. We must
never stand idly by while journalists are silenced. We must stand up against
restrictions to freedom of expression regardless of where or how they are
expressed.
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Opinion piece from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Sweden has strengthened the
voice of women in the United
Nations Security Council

Published 04 January 2018

Opinion piece by Margot Wallstrém, published in
Dagens Nyheter on 2 January 2018

"After a year on the UN Security Council, we can confirm that Sweden has
made its mark. Although 2018 will present major challenges, the
Government has its sights set on results. “We will continue our efforts to
ensure a more secure world and, consequently, a more secure Sweden,"
writes Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrom.

Crises and security threats abound in our world. Fulfilling its mandate to
maintain international peace and security has perhaps never been more
difficult for the UN Security Council.

The United Nations and the Security Council are the bedrock of our rules-
based world order, which is increasingly being challenged today by
authoritarian leaders and states. Defending this order is of vital interest to
Sweden — it 1s fundamental to our sovereignty and security.

After the Second World War, the world's countries agreed on common rules
governing international relations and adopted the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. The aim was to ensure that humanity would never again
experience the horrors of war. Structures — such as the UN and its highest
executive body, the Security Council — were necessary to ensure compliance
with these rules. In this way, bloodshed on the battlefield could be replaced
by patience at the negotiating table.

Maintaining this world order has been far from easy. During the UN's 70-
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year existence, the world has witnessed countless conflicts and unimaginable
human suffering. But a world without a rules-based system — based only on
'might is right' — would have been much less secure.

With this insight, we know that Sweden must continue to do everything it
can to defend this rules-based world order. It is a prerequisite for our own
security, and for peace and progress in the world.

Sweden is now halfway through its two-year term on the Security Council.

Since taking its seat in January 2017, Sweden has established itself as a
credible and influential member. Achieving results requires sensitive and
active diplomacy, combined with political courage. We stand up for our
values, international law, human rights, gender equality and a humanitarian
perspective, while also working hard to avoid political deadlocks.

Sweden has made a significant impact in five areas:

1. Sweden has strengthened the voice of women. The Security Council must
move from words to action to ensure that women take part in peace
processes, and to prevent women in conflict-affected countries from being
subjected to violence. Studies show that peace agreements have a 35 per
cent greater chance of lasting when women have a seat at the negotiating
table.

Our work is producing results. Women were mentioned in every Security
Council statement on emergency situations in 2017 — the corresponding
figure in 2016 was 69 per cent. We have introduced stronger wording about
women in resolutions, statements and peace operation mandates. We have
also succeeded in getting the Security Council to take a clearer stance
against sexual and gender-based violence, and sexual abuse, by personnel
deployed by the UN.

2. Sweden has put the spotlight on prevention and the new challenges of our
time. The Security Council needs to use broader concepts of security that
include factors such as climate change and poverty. At Sweden's initiative,
the Security Council agreed on a resolution on Lake Chad that, for the first
time, clearly outlines the link between climate change and security. Thanks
to Sweden's efforts, in August the Security Council was able for the first time
to call attention to the link between famine and conflict.

The year's clearest example of conflict prevention was in January. As



President of the Security Council, Sweden played a leading role in the
Council contributing to a peaceful transition in Gambia. Since armed conflict
was avoided, one year on we have almost forgotten that it could easily have
gone the other way.

3. Sweden has contributed to the Security Council taking action in the worst
crises of our time. The situation in Yemen is one example. Sweden, following
several requests for action, directed the Council's focus to the country's
humanitarian situation, considered the gravest in the world today: the scene
of unimaginable human suffering, with 22 million people in need of
humanitarian assistance and protection.

Myanmar, and the horrendous persecution of the Rohingya people, is
another example. In November, after Sweden's urgent efforts, the Security
Council for the first time unanimously condemned the violence and human
rights violations. Steps have been taken in the right direction — and now the
country's leaders must take responsibility for this crisis.

Thanks to the renewal of resolution 2165, millions of people in Syria can
continue to receive humanitarian assistance, such as food, fuel, blankets and
protective measures. Sweden, together with Egypt and Japan, led the
procedure in the Council to renew the resolution's mandate. This was the
only time the Council could agree on a resolution on Syria in 2017.

4. Sweden has worked inclusively — to ensure that peace and security
concern everyone. We have made certain that those affected by the Security
Council have a voice in the Security Council. During Sweden's Presidency,
the foreign ministers of Mali and Somalia, and representatives of the African
Union, briefed the Council.

In 2017, there was a pronounced increase in the number of civil society
organisations that spoke in the Security Council, which Sweden worked
actively to achieve. For instance, seven representatives spoke on the theme
of women, peace and security during the year — in 2016, this happened only
once. We also have regular meetings with civil society in Sweden. The work
of the Security Council has also become more accessible through the active
use of social media.

5. We have protected Sweden's security through our work on the Security
Council. An effective world order, with the Charter of the United Nations at
1ts core, 1s essential to our freedom and self-determination. As a member of
the Security Council, we have a unique opportunity to defend international



law and ensure any violation results in consequences. This is also how we
protect our neighbourhood and the foundations of the European Union.

After a year on the Security Council, we can confirm that our work is
producing results. We know, however, that many crises will continue, and
that divisions in the Council will persist. We cannot ignore the fact that the
right to veto was used six times in 2017. Unfortunately, unlike New Year's
bells, we cannot 'ring out the old'.

This year, 2018, will present many challenges: the Korean Peninsula, the
Middle East, the increasingly pronounced effects of climate change — the list
could go on. But we will tackle each one. We embark on this new year with
determination and with our sights set on results.

As our world becomes less secure, isolating ourselves and withdrawing from
the international arena is not the way to go. The Government will continue
its international efforts to achieve a more secure world — through more, not
less, cooperation. This will also make Sweden more secure. We will continue
our fight for sustainable peace and security in a turbulent age.

Margot Wallstrom, Minister for Foreign Affairs
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"EU's eastern partnership needs
revival”

Published 14 November 2017

Opinion piece, published in EUobserver, by Margot
Wallstréom and Witold Waszczykowski, Sweden's and
Poland's foreign affairs ministers. Stockholm and
Warsaw, 14 November 2017.

Eight years ago, the EU's Eastern Partnership (EaP) was launched. It was
jointly initiated by Poland and Sweden, and meant that the EU deepened its
relations with six of its closest neighbours, the home of 75 million people:
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine.

The EaP has been one of the most successful foreign policy initiatives of the
EU. For instance, since 2009, the European Union provided €1.5 billion for
the development of companies across the region.

Last year, more than 4,000 students from the region received scholarships in
the EU, and almost 10,000 young people took part in exchange programmes.
Citizens of Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine now travel without a visa to
Schengen countries.

A majority of people in the region (61 percent) believe that developing
stronger relations with the EU is a good thing. More than 70 percent of
people in the region view the EU as a bearer of core values such as human
rights, democracy and the rule of law, civil liberties and economic
prosperity, peace, stability and security.

Summit in Brussels

Despite past successes, the EaP needs a revival to remain relevant in the
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future.

On 24 November, European leaders will meet for the EaP summit in
Brussels. We now want to propose a way ahead for the development of the
EaP. It needs to be more focused on the needs of people, in particular young
people, and produce more concrete results in the four following areas:

Ownership. We believe that all countries that are engaged in the EaP
policies should be mutually responsible for carrying out its goals and
priorities. Those who declare higher ambitions should also deliver on the
reforms they have committed to.

Georgia is a good example.

Resilience. The policy dialogue between the EU and the Partner countries
should focus on things that make our societies stronger. This means
strengthening democratic institutions, supporting human rights and
fundamental freedoms, fighting corruption, increasing transparency, making
bureaucracy more efficient and increasing equality between men and
women.

It also means focusing on environmental issues and meeting the challenges
posed by climate change.

Public engagement. There is a link between building more resilient societies
and the level of trust people have in institutions; one cannot be achieved
without the other.

The EaP must make sense to people, and we must make sure that any
reforms can be felt by ordinary people.

Young people are particularly important here, and we have asked the
European Commission for a youth package to be prepared for the Summit.

Connectivity. We should give priority to all measures that bring people
closer together. These could include visa-free travel, exchange programmes,
roads, railroads, broadband internet and lower roaming tariffs.

The EU has already decided to extend its connection grids to EaP countries.

This will not only be beneficial for trade, but also for building stronger ties
between people in our countries. Since infrastructure is costly, we need to
combine grants and loans from European and other international financial
institutions.



Stability and resilience

While the EaP does not deal with hard security, it can be instrumental in
building stability and resilience. It can also be a platform for cooperation
among regional partners.

Next year, both Poland and Sweden will be represented at the UN Security
Council as non-permanent members. We want to use this opportunity to
promote conflict resolution and crisis management, especially in the EaP
region.

Poland and Sweden remain committed to the EaP. And, as Sweden and
Poland have always emphasised, the door should be kept open to potential
membership for those countries that truly transform.

We take responsibility for this relationship and are convinced that building
stronger relations between the EU and its Eastern Partners will lead to better
lives for the people in our countries.

Margot Wallstrom and Witold Waszczykowski
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Wallstrom: A nuclear-weapon-free
world is achievable

Published 29 August 2017

A treaty on the prohibition of nuclear weapons was
adopted at the UN General Assembly in July this year.
The Government will now conduct a thorough impact
assessment with a view to signing the treaty, says
Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrém.

Nuclear weapons are the single greatest threat to humanity and their
continued existence must be seen as an international failure. Today's nuclear
weapons are many times more powerful than the atomic bombs that fell on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki 72 years ago, and could destroy cities with millions
of inhabitants. Such an attack could also trigger a chain reaction that could
lead to a nuclear war with immense humanitarian consequences. This is why
it was important for the Government to vote in favour of the treaty
negotiated at the United Nations General Assembly in July. History has
shown that there is no other path to take.

With this treaty, 122 UN Member States are now prepared to support and
strengthen international norms against the use and possession of nuclear
weapons. This prohibition makes nuclear weapons the last weapons of mass
destruction to be banned; biological and chemical weapons were banned by
international conventions in 1975 and 1993 respectively.

Ever since the destructive capacity of nuclear weapons became clear,
extensive diplomatic efforts have been made to have them abolished and to
promote disarmament. Thanks to enormous efforts, the Cold War nuclear
arsenals that reached a record-high of around 70 000 nuclear weapons have
been reduced to today's approximately 15 000. South Africa, Ukraine,
Kazakhstan and Belarus also completely eliminated their nuclear weapons
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arsenals during that time. This is a great success, and shows that
disarmament is possible. The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons, commonly known as the NPT and often regarded as the
cornerstone of international disarmament and non-proliferation efforts, has
been of fundamental importance here. Two key pillars of the NPT are to
prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons to additional states than the five
that already possessed nuclear weapons when the NPT entered into force —
the United States, Russia, the United Kingdom, China and France — and to
ensure that these five states reduce their arsenals.

However, a historical review of the NPT should also note the failures that
have led to the emergence of new nuclear-weapon states. Unfortunately, we
also see that many of the original nuclear-weapon states are now
modernising their arsenals in contravention of the NPT's fundamental and
long-term objective of disarmament.

It is against this background that support for a total ban on nuclear weapons
has grown.

In December 2016, the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution to launch
the negotiations on a treaty prohibiting nuclear weapons. The voting result
was 123 in favour, 16 abstentions and 38 against; Sweden was among the
European countries in favour, along with Austria, Cyprus, Ireland, Malta and
Switzerland. This year, four weeks of intensive negotiations took place but,
unfortunately, without the participation of the nuclear-weapon states.

No NATO member, with the exception of the Netherlands, participated in
the negotiations, citing that nuclear weapons remain a core component of
NATO's defence strategy. In the final vote, however, the Netherlands chose
to vote against. Sweden regrets that not more countries relying on nuclear
deterrence followed the Netherlands' example by taking part. It goes without
saying that dialogue and cooperation between nuclear-weapon states, their
allies and non-nuclear-weapon states are vital for long-term and sustainable
results.

Sweden's vote in favour of the treaty was entirely in line with our
disarmament policy as part of a broader security policy. Our policy to
address the deteriorating security situation in our neighbourhood is based on
a combination of military non-alignment, active foreign policy, deepened
defence policy cooperation, including with NATO, and enhanced national
defence capability.



The Ministry for Foreign Affairs has discussed the issue on a number of
occasions with the international law and disarmament delegation of experts
in the field. The Committee on Foreign Affairs has been informed about the
ongoing efforts, and meetings have been held with civil society organisations
both in Sweden and internationally.

The treaty contains a number of prohibitions against activities involving
nuclear weapons. It also addresses accession to the treaty by nuclear-
weapon states, the obligation to provide assistance for the victims of the use
of nuclear weapons, and measures towards environmental remediation. We
would have liked the treaty to be clearer in a number of areas. One of these
concerns the NPT, which in Sweden's view remains the cornerstone of
disarmament and non-proliferation. Furthermore, we would have liked to see
much stronger verification possibilities than the text currently provides for.
Sweden pushed hard for these issues during the negotiations but
unfortunately without success.

It is clear that the questions concerning the interpretation of the treaty
cannot be left unanswered. The period of time between when the vote took
place in the UN and when the treaty opens for signature is also unusually
short. The Government therefore intends to conduct a thorough impact
assessment before deciding whether to sign the treaty. It is also important to
emphasise that we conduct our security and foreign policy assessments as a
militarily non-aligned country with its own considerations and decisions. A
decision to later ratify the treaty requires the approval of the Riksdag.

Our initial assessment shows that our bilateral and multilateral defence
cooperation, including our partnership with NATO and cooperation with the
United States, France and the United Kingdom, can continue. The treaty also
includes prohibitions against assisting in the development, testing and
manufacturing of nuclear weapons. Under our interpretation of 'assist', our
defence cooperation with nuclear-weapon states is not affected as it does not
include nuclear weapons. During the negotiations, it became clear that the
other participating countries had the same interpretation. Our engagement in
the negotiations underlines the position that has been Sweden's foreign
policy for decades, that our voice for disarmament can go hand in hand with
responsible security cooperation.

The treaty is an important step in strengthening the norms against the use
and possession of nuclear weapons, and the Government's support for the
treaty continues. We will now conduct an impact assessment with a view to
signing the treaty — signing without having conducted a thorough assessment



would be irresponsible. Since taking office, the Government has once again
placed Sweden at the centre of global disarmament efforts. While working to
enhance our own conventional military capacity and increase our
international cooperation, we also understand the importance of dialogue,
diplomacy and efforts to promote peace. A nuclear-weapon-free world
cannot be achieved through naivety or passivity but by striking a balance
between pragmatism and clear ideals. We intend to stand up for our ideals at
a time when doing so is crucial, but also because we know that Sweden's
security requires long-term and sound decisions.

Margot Wallstrém, Minister for Foreign Affairs

Published in Svenska Dagbladet 25 August 2017
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Our role in the United Nations
Security Council is to prevent
conflicts

Published 21 April 2017

Opinion piece by Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot
Wallstrém, published in Géteborgs-Posten on 14 April
2017.

We live in troubled times. The terrorist attack on Drottninggatan in
Stockholm just a few days ago will leave us with a permanent scar. The fight
against extremism and terrorism must remain at the top of the international
community's agenda. The challenges of our times require international
cooperation, and Sweden has an important role to play in this.

One example is the response to the recent chemical weapons attack on
civilians in Syria. Under Swedish leadership and together with nine other
countries on the Security Council, we tried to agree on a resolution on a
serious investigation of this outrage so that those responsible could be held to
account. It is regrettable that the permanent members of the

Security Council have been unable to agree on this. This issue must be
resolved in the Security Council; we must take joint responsibility for
achieving a sustainable political solution. It is high time that the Syrian
people are allowed to determine their own future.

As the war in Syria rages on, the UN is warning that we may be facing the
largest humanitarian famine disaster since the Second World War. Countries
such as Somalia and South Sudan have been struck by a severe drought that
may have catastrophic consequences.

At the end of March, we also received the terrible news that Swede Zaida
Catalan and her colleagues had been killed while conducting their UN peace
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and security duties in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).

Strenuous and tough job

All of this has happened in the last 100 days. And all of this — and more
besides — is what we have to deal with in our day-to-day work in the Security
Council. It is a strenuous and tough job — but it has produced results. I would
like to outline another three concrete examples.

Sweden has laid the foundations for conflict prevention to be placed at the
centre of the Security Council's work, and the new UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres took part in the high-level meeting on this theme that was
organised during Sweden's Presidency in January.

An acute crisis in Gambia was averted during our Presidency when the
transfer of power from the outgoing to the incoming president was resolved
through negotiations.

We have also given those affected by the Security Council a voice in the
Security Council — not least women and representatives of civil society. At
Sweden's initiative, women's organisations from Somalia and Nigeria and an
archbishop from the DRC have been allowed to address the Security
Council, for the first time ever. We have also introduced working practices
that reflect the fact that the Security Council concerns everyone, and opened
the work of the Security Council up to more people through active use of
social media.

We also helped ensure that the Security Council agreed on a resolution that
for the first time clearly outlines the link between climate change and
security in the Lake Chad region of West Aftrica.

I like to think of these as examples of the Swedish model in action in the
Security Council: clear working methods that systematically and effectively
lead us towards a more secure world. We are proud to be able to contribute
to agreement among the fifteen members of the Security Council — step by
step, and word by word.

Dare to ask the big questions

But we also dare to look at the big picture and ask the difficult questions.
How will the UN and the Security Council tackle climate change and its
consequences for international peace and security? How can we guarantee
that the UN's zero tolerance policy on sexual exploitation and abuse is
followed? And how do we deal with the fact that the Security Council can



never be more effective than its five permanent members — each of which
have a veto — allow it to be?

The answers are not clear-cut — but the questions need to be asked. This is
particularly important in times like these, when the international order is
often called into question. But returning to a time when cooperation is
replaced by national self-interest is not an option. All of us who think the
world deserves better than war, poverty and abuses must instead pick up the
pace.

Political solutions the answer

Because the answers can be found in political solutions. This is why
Sweden's seat on the UN Security Council is so important. It gives us an
opportunity to work for global solutions for peace, gender equality and
human rights where they are needed most — but also where they are most
difficult to achieve.

Sweden's voice will continue to be heard in the Security Council for several
hundred days more — right up to New Year's Eve 2018. We will maintain our
grand visions — but also remain a voice for progress in the small victories of
cooperation.

Sweden's first 100 days on the Security Council have boosted my conviction
that this is both necessary and possible.

Margot Wallstrém
Minister for Foreign Affairs



w Government Offices of Sweden

Opinion piece from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Sweden takes its seat on the UN
Security Council

Published 03 January 2017 Updated 03 January 2017

Opinion piece by Margot Wallstrdm in Dagens Nyheter,
2 January 2016.

Sweden's non-permanent membership of the UN Security Council has begun.
In January, Sweden will also hold the Security Council presidency.

This comes at a time marked by many complex conflicts. Syria continues to
be a nightmare. Tensions in our neighbourhood have increased. The EU and
the UN, established in the post-war period to maintain peace, are being
questioned. Increasingly, voices are being raised for isolationism and
nationalism.

This is why we have no time to lose if we want to make a difference and
have a positive influence on developments in the world. In 1954, Dag
Hammarskjold, the then Secretary-General of the United Nations, said: "The
UN was not created to take humanity to heaven, but to save it from hell."
His words feel more relevant today than for a long time.

While problems do exist in the Security Council, we have recently seen
evidence that progress is possible. On 23 December, the Security Council
adopted the first resolution on the peace process in the Middle East in eight
years. The resolution represents an important clarification, based on
international law, of the international community's views on the settlements.

On 1 January, as Sweden assumed its place on the Security Council, Antonio
Guterres became the new Secretary-General of the United Nations. We are
encouraged by his vision statement, with its focus on strengthening the UN's
ability to prevent armed conflicts. We intend to build on this during Sweden's
presidency in January. We want to:
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1. Give Anténio Guterres a good start. We intend to contribute to laying
the foundations for an active and constructive relationship between the
Security Council and the new Secretary-General. This is essential to
enable the UN to take on the many peace and security challenges.

2. Highlight the UN's conflict prevention efforts and the link between
women, peace and security. The UN must be much more effective at
preventing the lapse and relapse into armed conflict, including women in
peace processes and seeing the nexus between peace, security and
development. We need early warnings of risks and impending crises.
These must then be followed by early action, be it mediation or more
forceful measures. Women's active participation in peace processes is a
strategic issue for international peace and security. And it is both right
and smart: studies show that peace agreements last longer when women
are at the negotiating table. The voices of Syrian women, Somali women
and other women must be heard in the Security Council.

3. Improve the Security Council's working methods. We want to contribute
to a Security Council that is more effective, transparent and legitimate.
Our working methods will be characterised by transparency and dialogue
in a way that will help build both support and confidence. A range of
peace actors, including civil society, should be involved.

Next week, on 10 January, Sweden will host a ministerial-level open debate
on conflict prevention. We cannot ignore the warning signs, and then the
next minute add another armed conflict — and more human suffering — to the
Security Council agenda.

The debate will be the Secretary-General's first formal meeting with the
Security Council. The aim is to give him and the Member States a basis for
strengthening the UN's efforts to prevent the lapse and relapse into conflict.

We are well prepared. Sweden has been an observer in the Council and held
consultations with all its members. At home, we have engaged in dialogues
with the Riksdag and civil society, and we have established an expert
reference council.

As a member of the Security Council, Sweden will be responsible,
professional, credible, dialogue-oriented and open. Sweden's foreign policy is
firmly rooted in international law, human rights, gender equality and a
humanitarian perspective. Sweden will continue to combat violations of the
prohibition of the use of force enshrined in the UN Charter, of human rights
and of international humanitarian law. The use of the veto must be limited —
especially in cases of mass atrocities such as in Syria.



As a Council member, most of our time will be dedicated to managing the
situations, crises and operations that dominate the Council's work and
agenda. And as the Council's agenda is driven by events — a conflict can
flare up anytime — we must be prepared for the unexpected.

The international community is increasingly confronted with new
challenges, such as pandemics, natural disasters, climate change and cyber
threats. The entire UN system needs to manage these new types of threats to
international peace and security in the 21st century.

UN peace operations must be more effective. At the same time, the Security
Council, which formulates mandates for operations, must consider the
capacity available to carry out the task. The sexual violence perpetrated by
international troops against civilians in areas including the Central African
Republic is completely unacceptable. Sweden will vigorously pursue
demands for an effective zero tolerance policy.

Sweden will safeguard UN cooperation with regional organisations, not
least peace and security cooperation with the EU and the African Union. As
an active member of both the UN and the EU, Sweden naturally intends to
contribute to strengthening cooperation between them.

There are no simple solutions to the world's many conflicts or to the tensions
in the Security Council. Patient and long-term efforts are what is required.
Standing up for principles and dialogue or continuing to promote gender
mainstreaming can be thankless and at times difficult. Yet to build the
common security and sustainable peace we believe in, it must be done.

And we will do so from our perspective as an open country that is
dependent on the rest of the world in this age of globalisation. It is essential
for us that the countries of the world solve problems together, and that
bloodshed on the battlefield is replaced with patience at the negotiating
table. Sweden will contribute to upholding the international order, at the
heart of which lie the United Nations and the Security Council. Over the
next two years we will do this as a member of the Security Council.

Sweden was convincingly elected to the United Nations Security Council —
with 134 votes. The countries of the world have spoken. Now it's up to us to
shoulder the responsibility that awaits.

Margot Wallstrom
Minister for Foreign Affairs
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Time to visit Palestine

Published 14 December 2016 Updated 14 December 2016

Svenska Dagbladet Dec 13 2016 (in Swedish) When |
visit Palestine on 15—17 December, we are just weeks
away from 2017. It will then have been 70 years since
the UN established the vision of a two-state solution, 50
years since Palestine was occupied and 10 years since
Gaza was isolated. It will also have been almost 25
years since the Oslo Accords were signed. The issues
that were then to be settled within five years remain
unresolved.

The situation on the ground is serious. The two-state solution is in jeopardy.
Frozen negotiations, a major expansion of the illegal settlement policy and
violent acts have helped to bring about a situation in which the parties are
now further from each other than perhaps ever before. Many people have
lost faith in a two-state solution, particularly those born after the Oslo
Accords. This was clear in the consultations that Sweden, together with some
ten other countries, held in the second half of this year with almost 150
Israeli and Palestinian civil society organisations within the framework of the
initiative taken by France to resume the peace process.

I am visiting Palestine to be able to talk directly with the Palestinian
leadership and civil society. In my talks with President Mahmoud Abbas and
Foreign Minister Riad Malki, the focus will be on Sweden's and Palestine's
deepened relations. Since the Government recognised the State of Palestine
in 2014, our already close bilateral ties have been further strengthened, with
the opening of the Palestinian Embassy in Sweden and the visit by President
Abbas to Stockholm last year. We support the Palestinian leadership in its
endeavour to achieve a two-state solution by peaceful means. Following our
recognition, Sweden can make clearer demands of Palestine to live up to the
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international commitments the country has made.

We will discuss a series of issues, such as the importance of democratic
development in Palestine, respect for human rights and gender equality. I
will raise the key role of civil society and the importance of fighting
corruption, stemming hate propaganda and contributing to detente and
combating violence. I will also stress the importance of bridging the inner-
Palestinian divisions, which are a considerable obstacle to peace and
development.

In addition, I will meet representatives of Palestinian civil society
organisations to find out what they are doing to create confidence in the
future, contribute to a dynamic Palestine and promote a two-state solution. I
also want to hear how they think Sweden can contribute. I will express
Sweden's solidarity with Palestine and make it clear that our long-term
commitment remains firm and that Sweden wants to continue strengthening
the moderate forces in Palestine. The visit to Palestine is also important for
Sweden's efforts within the French initiative for the peace process in the
Middle East.

I would also have liked to visit Israel, but I note that it was not possible on
this occasion. I believe in political dialogue as a way of creating a deeper
insight into individual approaches and views on important issues. Sweden
wishes to safeguard bilateral relations with Israel and enjoys positive
cooperation in many areas, such as trade, innovation and efforts to combat
anti-Semitism. I hope to be able to visit Israel at a later date. Talks with both
parties are necessary to find a long-term solution to the conflict.

The present situation is unsustainable. The occupation continues and
violence breaks out at regular intervals. Elections have not been held for
over ten years. The Palestinian economy is on life support. The Palestinians
are dependent on aid for their survival and to be able to continue residing,
living and developing in their country.

It is more important than ever that the rest of the world makes an active
contribution to a negotiated solution to the conflict, an end to the occupation
and a future in which two states live side by side in peace and security. The
rest of the world also needs to continue supporting the development of both
democracy and the economy in Palestine. I hope that my visit will help
strengthen hope and confidence in the future, not least among the young
people in Palestine.



Margot Wallstrom, Minister for Foreign Affairs
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Sweden raises the ambitions in
the work for human rights

Published 10 December 2016 Updated 10 December 2016

Human Rights Day is observed every year on 10
December. It presents an opportunity to highlight the
Government'’s distinct emphasis on human rights,
democracy and the rule of law.

Developments over the past few decades have meant that more people than
ever before enjoy their human rights, including access to education and
health care, the right to work and to organise in trade unions, and to live with
whomever they choose. Since the 1970s, many states have made the
transition to democracy — at least as regards the introduction of multiparty
systems and the conduct of regular elections. The majority of the world's
states have acceded to the core human rights conventions. Sweden's foreign
policy engagement has contributed to this development.

We are living in a world that is more uncertain than it has been for many
years and in many places we can also see that progress is being undone.

In a growing number of countries, human rights and democracy are
weakening. Authoritarian and repressive regimes are gaining more influence,
both over their own citizens and in the world. A number of states, including
Russia, Egypt and Turkey, have introduced legislation or taken measures
that make it extremely difficult for independent actors and journalists to
operate freely. A number of stable democracies have also shown disturbing
populist tendencies and legislative trends that restrict freedom of expression
and freedom of the press.

It is clear to us that the democratic space is shrinking.

A further factor in this downward trend is the ever-shrinking civil society
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space. Human rights defenders and journalists are subjected to threats and
harassment, and laws are enacted to make activities highlighting human
rights violations, corruption, abuse of power or electoral fraud excessively
difficult or indeed impossible. At the seminar on hate and threats against
women journalists that the Ministry for Foreign Affairs co-hosted with media
institute FOJO, the Swedish Institute and UNESCO, it became very apparent
just how vulnerable and exposed journalists — and particularly women
journalists — are as a result of exercising their profession.

Perhaps the greatest challenge when it comes to human rights is that the
universality of these rights is increasingly being called into question. Cultural
or historical contexts are cited that enable the meaning of rights to be
interpreted differently depending on where in the world a person lives or was
born. This is an unfortunate trend that Sweden will forcefully counter. This is
particularly relevant with regard to women's enjoyment of their human
rights. For example, about 100 states place restrictions on the types of jobs
women can do.

For the Government, it goes without saying that human rights are everyone's
rights and thereby universal.

Economic, social and cultural rights are given higher priority than ever
before. The right to education and health, and to health care and work are
just as important as the freedom of opinion and expression, freedom of
assembly and other civil and political rights.

Today, access to sexual and reproductive health and rights is a globally
contested issue. Forces that want to restrict these rights are gaining strength
in many places. More and more, it is a matter of not regressing, for example,
on the issue of sex and relationship education, which has a huge bearing on
the prevention of violence against women and girls.

It is clear that gender equality issues remain controversial in many parts of
the world. This is why we will continue to pursue our feminist foreign policy
and focus on issues related to women's equal rights.

The negative developments we see, where human rights, democracy and the
rule of law are questioned and challenged in all parts of the world, place new
demands on Sweden. This requires strategic analysis and a new approach —
but also integrated activity-oriented policies.

This is why the Government is now submitting a written communication



to the Riksdag on human rights, democracy and the rule of law. This
communication will be our compass for action in the coming years,
presenting the Government's priorities and tools. The communication is
also unique in that it addresses the development of human rights in
every region of the world.

The Government has also appointed an Ambassador for Human Rights to
have overall responsibility for the implementation of the communication and
to be the messenger of Sweden's human rights, democracy and rule of law
policy.

The EU project is more important than ever in a world following a repressive
course. It is essential for the credibility of the EU that we practise what we
preach; this is why Sweden will continue to push for human rights,
democracy and the rule of law both within the EU and externally.

The Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) also has
an important role to play here with its clear emphasis on human rights,
democracy and the rule of law as a prerequisite for sustainable peace and
security in Europe.

The UN continues to be one of our most important platforms, and Sweden's
imminent entry as a non-permanent member of the Security Council is
extremely important for our work. The UN Human Rights Council and other
UN bodies Sweden is involved in are important arenas. In each of these
forums we intend to continue to pursue policies that are firmly anchored in
human rights, democratic values and the rule of law.

Our development cooperation has a strong emphasis on democracy and
gender equality, increased respect for human rights and freedom from
oppression. The coming policy framework for Swedish development
cooperation establishes that human rights and democracy are two of the
most important priorities in this area. The Swedish International
Development Cooperation Agency has been especially tasked with
examining the issue of shrinking civil society space and proposing measures
that Sweden can take to counter this. The report is to be submitted in the
first half of 2017.

As a further step in putting this enhanced ambition into practice, we are
conducting a freedom of opinion and expression campaign in connection
with the 250th anniversary of Sweden's Freedom of the Press Act. Next
year, the Ministry for Foreign Affairs will present reports on human rights,



democracy and the rule of law in countries in all regions of the world.

Sweden has a proud history of working for human rights throughout the
world. This is a tradition the current Government will strengthen. Our seat on
the UN Security Council offers a unique opportunity to fight for these issues
in a world that more than ever before needs a clear voice for the equal value
and rights of all people.
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This is my goal for our time on the
United Nations Security Council
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“On 1 January 2017, Sweden will assume its seat as a
non-permanent member of the UN Security Council.
This will offer Sweden a good opportunity to influence
world politics and promote Sweden'’s perspective on
important international issues. And in yet another arena,
contribute to creating conditions for a peace process in
Syria,” wrote Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot
Wallstrém in Metro on 26 October 2016.

The UN is the only global platform for international peace and security. And
although the EU is Sweden's most important foreign policy arena, UN
membership plays a decisive role for us.

Sweden's membership of the UN Security Council, which will begin on 1
January 2017, offers Sweden a good opportunity to influence world politics
and promote Sweden's perspective on important international issues.

Being elected to the Security Council by a large majority of votes from the
world's nations is recognition that Swedish foreign policy is respected and
popular.

We will manage the confidence that has been placed in us in dialogue with
the other members of the Security Council and with the countries that are
affected by the Council's efforts, as well as with the countries contributing
personnel to the UN's various international operations.

Sweden will be a professional and principled member, and will take
responsibility for all the issues on the Security Council's entire agenda —
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remaining prepared for the unexpected.

Sweden's actions in the Security Council will be informed by our values and
principles; international law, human rights, feminist foreign policy and a
humanitarian perspective will be the starting point for all our efforts.

In recent weeks, the situation in Syria has deteriorated even further. It is
completely unacceptable to bomb civilian populations, attack hospitals and
target humanitarian convoys. Our membership of the Security Council offers
us an opportunity in yet another arena to contribute to creating the
conditions for a peace process in Syria.

The Security Council must become better at both preventing conflict from
breaking out and at responding earlier to signs of impending conflict. This is
something Sweden will work towards, together with the UN's new Secretary-
General, Antonio Guterres.

At the same time, we must be realistic. We know that the other fourteen
members of the Security Council, five of whom have a veto, do not always
share our views. This is a reality we will have to deal with, using the tools of
diplomacy and dialogue, but never by straying from our principles.

As Minister for Foreign Affairs, [ am proud of the great commitment to the
UN that exists in Sweden. Sweden's work in the UN is an expression of our
common pursuit of peace, solidarity and security. But also of our pursuit of
justice, gender equality and sustainability.

We now need to ensure that we have an effective and popularly supported
UN that is in tune with the times.

I look forward to continuing to work towards this goal.
Margot Wallstrom

Minister for Foreign Affairs
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We in Sweden are not alone in our

frustration at violations in the
Middle East
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Opinion piece in SvD 16 October 2016 by Prime
Minister Stefan Lofven and Margot Wallstrom, Minister
for Foreign Affairs. The images of human suffering in
Syria are heart-rending. Hospitals are bombed, and
small children are dug out of the ruins. Humanitarian
assistance is not getting through. It is unbearable to
behold. The UN Secretary-General has likened Syria’'s
largest city, Aleppo, to a slaughterhouse and the bombs
continue to fall.

In recent weeks, an aid convoy was attacked in an act of barbarity targeting
the most vulnerable. It is an outrage that this is being permitted to continue.
But without a political solution to the conflict, we cannot begin to work for
peace. Together with the other European prime ministers and foreign
ministers, we need to put pressure on the Syrian regime and on Russia.

Firstly, what is needed is an immediate ceasefire. Since the ceasefire was
broken, the bombs have continued to fall and the chasm between the parties
is considerable. Last weekend, Russian once again blocked the UN Security
Council from approving a resolution to bring an immediate end to the
fighting. A clear signal needs to be sent to the Syrian regime and to Russia.
Russia is not only responsible for its actions on the ground in Syria, it is also
the country with the greatest influence over the Syrian regime.

Secondly, the suffering of the Syrian people must be alleviated. In their
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efforts to defeat the opposition, the Syrian regime and Russia are exposing
tens of thousands of civilians in Aleppo to indiscriminate violence, motivated
by the fight against terrorism. As long as the bombs keep falling, people
cannot access the humanitarian assistance — food, supplies and medical care
— that the UN stands ready to provide. Since the crisis erupted, Sweden has
been a staunch contributor to the UN-led humanitarian operations in Syria
and its neighbouring countries. Over the last five years we have contributed
a total of SEK 2.2 billion in addition to our substantial core support to the
UN.

Last week, the EU launched an initiative for humanitarian access to Aleppo
to ensure that aid convoys can reach those in need. The regime in Damascus
must allow aid to reach all of the areas they have besieged and desist from
removing medical equipment and medicines from the few aid conveys that
are allowed in.

Thirdly, the issue must be raised of responsibility for the violations of
international humanitarian law — the laws of war — and human rights.
Both the UN's Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the
Syrian Arab Republic and the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
have stated that it is likely that war crimes, and possibly also crimes against
humanity, have been committed. Chemical weapons and other prohibited,
indiscriminate weapons have been used, entire cities have been besieged and
starved into surrender, a UN aid convoy has been bombed, tens of thousands
of people have been arbitrarily detained, and the systematic and extensive
use of torture and sexual violence has reached almost industrial proportions.
Responsibility for these disgusting acts must be investigated and
international justice must be done.

Next week, two important meetings will be held in Brussels: first a foreign
ministers meeting, then a summit of EU leaders. It is crucial that the EU
agrees on a way forward. We also made this point when the High
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs, Federica Mogherini, visited
Stockholm last Monday. We in Sweden are not alone in our frustration at the
violations currently taking place in the Middle East. But our long-term aim
must be for the UN Security Council once again to be able to do its job, and
our support for the UN Special Envoy Staffan de Mistura remains firm.

Since 1 October, Sweden has held an observer seat on the UN Security
Council, and we are therefore following the discussions on Syria closely. On
1 January 2017 we will take a seat as a member of the Security Council for
two years. The Security Council's scope for action on the war in Syria is



restricted by the fact that one of the combatants — Russia — is a permanent
member that therefore has the right of veto. This limits what can be achieved
through the Security Council. Sweden will nonetheless try to exert an
influence. In the long term, it is in the interests of every member of the
international community to uphold the humanitarian law standards that have
formed a part of the international security order since the Second World
War. Ending the war in Syria and other conflicts will thus be the most
important — and the most difficult — task of our term on the Security Council.

We will therefore seek alliances with countries both in the EU and on the
Security Council to find ways of bringing about meaningful peace
negotiations — with both women and men at the negotiating table — and, in
the longer term, the reconstruction of a ravaged Syria. We have a
frighteningly long way to go. But the images that are emerging from eastern
Aleppo demand immediate and unwavering efforts from us, and from the
rest of the world.
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Amidst Crises, Countries Need to
Invest In Sustaining Peace
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OP-ED on behalf of the Governments of Kenya, Mexico,
the Netherlands, the Republic of Korea, Somalia, Sri
Lanka, Sweden and the United Kingdom

The tragic death of Aylan Kurdi, the Syrian toddler who drowned off the
Turkish coast a year ago, triggered a global outpouring of emotion and calls
for a more effective and humane response to support refugees and migrants.

More recently, the picture of another Syrian boy, Omran Dagneesh, sitting
dazed in the back of an ambulance after an airstrike in Aleppo, drove home
the immense cost of war and spurred a renewed call to end the misery.

Responses to ease suffering, however, come after the fact, after communities
have been uprooted, economic livelihoods destroyed and generations lost to
violence. For moral reasons, for security reasons and for economic reasons
we must become more effective in preventing violent conflicts before they
start.

United Nations member states now stress the need to shift from a reactive to
a preventive approach and focus on addressing root causes to prevent
conflict, known as the "sustaining peace agenda."

Last year, governments committed to "leave no one behind" in the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development. Drivers of conflict originate in the
kinds of structural inequality that foster grievances and hopelessness. And
once allowed to take hold, violent conflict is probably the biggest obstacle to
the goals included in the 2030 Agenda to end poverty, foster prosperity,
promote peaceful, just and inclusive societies and protect the planet. The
sustaining peace agenda and the 2030 Agenda are mutually reinforcing and
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need to be implemented in tandem.

The complexity of conflicts based in inequality and exclusion means that
sustaining peace requires a long-term and comprehensive approach,
involving political, security, justice, development, and human rights actions
in support of national efforts, with women and youth playing a central role.

This demands constant focus and leadership by the international community.
In April, member states agreed to provide that. Landmark resolutions in the
General Assembly and the Security Council called on the UN system to
move away from siloed approaches and act in unison to achieve sustainable
peace.

We, the governments of Kenya, Mexico, the Netherlands, the Republic of
Korea, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sweden and the United Kingdom, hope to
provide momentum to the sustaining peace agenda by co-hosting a Pledging
Conference for the UN Secretary-General's Peacebuilding Fund.

The event, on September 21, seeks $300 million for three years' worth of
projects. Considering that 80% of humanitarian needs stem from violent
conflicts, if we can prevent them, we would avoid tremendous suffering and
save billions of dollars in intervention.

The Peacebuilding Fund is uniquely positioned to support countries emerging
from violent conflict or at risk of descending into violence. The fund can
take financial and political risks that others are not able to assume. As such,
it often lays the groundwork for much larger funds to come in.

In Sri Lanka the PBF funded the resettlement of 7,000 people on land they
had lost during years of conflict. In Mali, the Fund initiated the process on
cantonment camps to house combatants to hand over their weapons, spurring
the World Bank to commit $26 million toward their reintegration into society
after they demobilize. And in Somalia, the Fund is financing the
establishment of local governments in places that have not enjoyed
legitimate institutions in more than a generation.

Recapitalizing the Fund is a minor cost to pay for an effort that yields
enormous dividends in terms of creating stable and just societies and the
underpinnings of viable economies, not to mention prevent countless victims
of violence. That is why we call on our fellow member states to invest in the
Fund.



Beyond financial commitment, the sustaining peace agenda also calls for
cooperation in knowledge sharing and peacebuilding through the exchange
of expertise between countries facing similar adversities. Each actor has a
role to play.

Because of the work of the Peacebuilding Fund and other peacebuilding
initiatives in the past 10 years, we know better how to tackle the root causes
of conflict and how to foster sustainable peace.

With the sustaining peace agenda now becoming a core goal of the UN's
work, the organization is better positioned than ever to live up to the first
line of its founding Charter: "We the peoples of the United Nations,
determined to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war..."

Co-authors:

H.E. Ms. Amina C. Mohamed, Cabinet Secretary for Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Kenya

H.E. Ms. Claudia Ruiz Massieu Salinas, Secretary of Foreign Affairs of
Mexico

H.E. Mr. Albert Koenders, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands

H.E. Mr. Yun Byung-se, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Korea

H.E. Mr. Abdusalam Hadliyeh Omer, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the
Federal Republic of Somalia

H.E. Mr. Mangala Samaraweera, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

H.E. Ms. Margot Wallstrom, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of
Sweden

H.E. Baroness Anelay, Minister of State at the Foreign and Commonwealth
Office, United Kingdom
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we must defend it
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Opinion piece in Svenska Dagbladet 30 August 2016 by
Margot Wallstrom, Marina Kaljurand, Linas LinkeviCius,
and Edgars Rinkévics.

We foreign ministers from Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Sweden are
gathered here today in Stockholm to commemorate the fact that it is 25 years
since we re-established our diplomatic relations after Estonia, Latvia and
Lithuania regained their independence following the Soviet occupation.

During these 25 years, we have witnessed how the three Baltic States have
developed into free democratic states and equal partners in the European
Union. We have seen how economic, cultural and political contacts over the
Baltic Sea, which were natural for centuries, could be resumed. Soviet
oppression and the Iron Curtain were replaced by democracy and
transparency. Courageous citizens of the Baltic States came together to
defend democracy and independence. Early on, Sweden actively contributed
to the changes and building of the societies that followed at political level
and through the actions of organisations and individuals in a number of
different areas. In 1990, then Prime Minister Ingvar Carlsson hosted a Baltic
Sea States Summit in Ronneby in which the Baltic States participated for the
first time under their own flags. Close cooperation has flourished among our
countries. The Baltic Sea no longer divides us, it unites us in our broad
Nordic-Baltic cooperation, in the work on the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea
Region and in our commitment to European cooperation.

These achievements must be constantly defended. Europe is facing major
challenges. For the last few years, Russia has been openly challenging the
European security order — through the illegal annexation of Crimea and the
continuous aggression against Ukraine. Terrorist attacks that strike randomly,
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war and conflicts in the EU's southern neighbourhood and continued refugee
flows are severely testing EU cohesion. At the same time, the British people
have chosen to leave the EU, which we respect but also deeply regret. The
EU and the UK must continue to have a close relationship.

This is not the first time that Europe and the EU have had to tackle difficult
challenges. Less than ten years ago we experienced a deep financial crisis
from which we are slowly emerging. Through negotiations and compromises,
the Union has always found opportunities and solutions to the problems it
has faced. No country can address the challenges in a globalised world on its
own, regardless of whether they involve guaranteeing our peace and
security, fighting terrorism or managing refugee flows, or dealing with the
threat against our energy security and climate. The only way to achieve
results is through close cooperation.

We welcome the joint declaration by EU and NATO leaders at the NATO
Summit in Warsaw, and we attach great value to the defence and security
cooperation between our Nordic and Baltic countries. Sweden's policy of
military non-alignment and the Baltic States' membership of NATO are key
for our regional and international security cooperation.

For quite some time the Baltic States, being members of both the EU and
NATO, remained 'energy islands' in the EU. In December 2015 the strategic
energy infrastructure project, NordBalt, connecting the electricity networks
between Sweden and the Baltic countries, was inaugurated. NordBalt is of
significant importance to security policy in the Baltic region and enhances
the Baltic countries' resilience and the security of electricity supply.

It is now necessary to look ahead and for the EU to tackle the challenges
that face us — in particular in the areas that are important to our citizens. We
should focus on discussing the issues that affect us the most. These include
how we can develop democracy in Europe and how we can build a more
secure European continent, not least in our part of Europe. They also include
creating more jobs and sustainable growth, and continuing to develop a
socially responsible and more gender-equal and fair Europe — a Social
Europe.

The EU is also needed as a coherent force so as to contribute to a safer
world. Not least, this involves the EU's crisis management capacity,
preparedness to counter and strengthen resilience to hybrid threats, measures
to prevent radicalisation, safeguarding respect for human rights and
strengthening the role of women in peace and development. It is also



essential that we ensure democracy, stability and economic growth in both
our southern and our eastern neighbourhoods. EU support to the countries of
the Eastern Partnership is therefore vital. The dialogue that the EU is
conducting with Russia must be clear and principled, and the sanctions must
remain in place until Russia lives up to its side of the Minsk Agreement.
Support to Ukraine must remain strong.

The EU's role is also crucial in the areas of energy, climate and environment.
To tackle the cross-border challenge that these issues represent, a coherent
and ambitious climate, energy, environmental and nuclear safety policy is
necessary to ensure a sustainable future for coming generations. The EU's
Energy Union, with initiatives in areas such as renewable energy,
interconnections, energy security and efficiency, is important, as are joint
measures for a non-toxic environment. We should promote internationally
agreed nuclear safety standards to third countries to avoid potential
transboundary nuclear threats arising in the immediate EU neighbourhood.

For these reasons, there is a need to strengthen the EU's capacity to act in
the area of foreign policy. The recently presented European Global Strategy
(EGS) for the EU's foreign and security policy is key in this respect.

We also cooperate in the EU to safeguard freedom of expression and
freedom of the press, and our fundamental values, which are being
challenged by disinformation and propaganda . This feels particularly
relevant this year, since Sweden is celebrating the 250th anniversary of the
Freedom of the Press Act, and it is 25 years since the Baltic States regained
their freedom of expression and freedom of the press.

The progress we have seen in Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania since the
countries became members of the EU in May 2004 is remarkable. Foreign
direct investment has multiplied, particularly from Sweden, which is the
largest foreign investor in all three countries. Unemployment has decreased
and the standard of living is considerably higher. Life expectancy has
increased and the share of students at higher education institutions has risen
significantly.

It 1s important to keep in mind the successes brought about by EU
cooperation, not least for our four countries. We need to highlight that which
is positive, which is often taken for granted. EU enlargement has proven to
be one of the most important tools for peace, growth and prosperity in
Europe. In this respect the EU's peacebuilding capability has proven to be
one of the most successful in the world. It is therefore essential for the EU to



keep the door open for new members that meet the requirements set out by
the EU.

The positive developments in our region — around the Baltic Sea — are
intimately bound up with European integration. Let us — at the Nordic-Baltic
level — continue to develop the EU together with our European partners for a
strong, united and solidarity-based Europe.

Margot Wallstrém, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Sweden
Marina Kaljurand, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Estonia
Linas Linkevi¢ius, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Lithuania
Edgars Rinkévics, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Latvia
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Opinion piece from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Europe Must Help Syria’'s Women
Make Peace

Published 21 July 2016 Updated 30 July 2016

Opinion piece in Huffington Post 21 July 2016 by
Margot Wallstrém, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Hind
Kabawat, High Negotiations Committee.

Violence in conflict does not discriminate. Men, women and children suffer
from starvation, bombings, forced disappearances and torture. They equally
experience traumatic loss when driven out of their homes. This is the case in
Syria, where men and women and their families uniformly face the dire
consequences of war, as evident in Darayya, Aleppo and across Syria.

Yet, it is men that clearly dominate the negotiation about Syria's future. By
far, men outnumber women in the ranks of the International Syria Support
Group. Men outnumber women in the Syrian negotiating parties. Any
sidelining of women from the peace process will have serious consequences
for Syria as well as Europe's future. To secure a lasting peace, Europe must
actively work on ending the marginalisation of women and ensure that they
have an active role in the peace process.

Women's involvement in a peace process is critical for any solution to last.
We know this from experience. In former conflicts like El Salvador in the
1990s, Northern Ireland in 1997, and Somalia and Burundi in 2000 we saw
the more women are involved in the peace process, the more likely peace
will hold. Women's participation broadens the understanding of the
underlying issues of the conflict and helps create more sustainable,
comprehensive peace agreements that garner a wider base of support.
Women are not just important partners in a peace process, they are essential
for enduring peace.

Syrian women are essential for developing meaningful effective solutions.
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Earlier this year in preparations for the UN-led Geneva talks, a group of
Syrian women representing the mosaic of Syria's different backgrounds
established the opposition's Women's Consultative Committee. Sweden, with
its feminist foreign policy, was quick to offer its support to the women. With
its help, this team of Syrian women was active in all the opposition's efforts
during the negotiations. They offered the peace process a clear, cogent view
on how Syrians are working to achieve the political solution Syrians need.
These women introduced innovative, detailed plans on how existing civilian
state infrastructure could be reformed and integrated into a future
democratic Syria working alongside Syrian civil society. Furthermore, the
Syrian women secured a commitment from the opposition that any future
Syrian government would have at least 30% women representation.

Last month four headstrong Syrian women from the group - several of them
members of the Syrian opposition's High Negotiations Committee - travelled
to Brussels to outline their vision for Syria to European politicians and senior
officials. Among them was Bassma Kodmani, Alise Mofrej and Fadwa
Mahmoud. These women are diverse in background and experience, yet
expressed a uniform appeal to European leaders: stop the violence, break the
sieges, release detainees and ensure accountability.

Women in Syria want a political solution. But a sustainable solution cannot
be reached while their sons and daughters are starving in besieged cities,
agonising from torture in Assad's prisons, systematically subjected to rape or
other forms of sexual violence, or dying from bombs launched at schools and
hospitals. Syrian women are calling on Europe for protecting civilians
because they know this is the first step to a sustainable solution.

Europe - the EU and its member states - have provided more humanitarian
aid than any other donor for the Syrian people. Despite such efforts, over 1
million Syrians still live under medieval sieges. As a humanitarian leader,
Europe must demand that all sieges be lifted and that access not merely be a
one-off to deflect international pressure, but sustained over time.

Accountability is also critical. Sweden, one of the countries in Europe
hosting the highest number of refugees from Syria, will not be a safe haven
for war criminals. In the absence of international justice, Swedish courts
have started prosecuting war crimes committed in Syria with more cases in
the pipeline. Other European countries should follow suite. The EU should
support efforts to secure the release of detainees, including by demanding
that international monitors have full, unimpeded access to all detention
centres, including military prisons. Doing so would not only improve the



conditions inside Assad's jails, it would also help unlock the political process
in Geneva.

European policymakers have long said that Syrian women must have a voice
at the peace process. Syrian women are ready to assume that role. But the
valid plans women present cannot be put into action if Europe and the world
fail to establish the conditions necessary to reach peace in Syria. Europe
must empower Syria's women by meeting their legitimate demands to end the
violence, break the sieges, release detainees, and ensure accountability. Now
is the time for Europe to lead on Syria and bring about the conditions for
peace.



W Government Offices of Sweden

Opinion piece from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

This is how Sweden will make a
difference in the Security Councill

Published 29 June 2016 Updated 29 June 2016

Opinion piece by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Margot
Wallstrém in Dagens Nyheter 28 June 2016. "Sweden
has been elected. The seat on the UN Security Council
is a great victory for Swedish foreign policy and

Swedish diplomacy. We are convinced that as a small
and open country dependent on the rest of the world, it
is in our interest to contribute to and defend the
international order that has at its core the United Nations
and the Security Council,” writes Minister for Foreign
Affairs Margot Wallstréom (Social Democratic Party)."

Sweden has been elected to the UN Security Council. Six months ago we
were considered to be out of the running. Today we have a seat on the
Council. This is a great victory for Swedish foreign policy and Swedish
diplomacy. For a government that stands for solidarity and cooperation, a
seat on the Security Council is an acknowledgement that a global policy for
sustainable peace and development pays off. For the United Nations, this
means that one of its largest donors is taking its engagement and ideas, along
with its demands for reform and change, into the organisation's innermost
room.

During our two-year term, we will take our share of responsibility for
international peace and security that membership of the Security Council
entails. On 1 January 2017, when we take our seat at the table that has
become a symbol of world affairs, we will do so as President, at the same
time as the next Secretary-General of the United Nations takes office.
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Sweden's candidacy was based on issues and a belief in dialogue and
diplomacy as tools. Deeper contacts with many countries around the world
have given us a better understanding of how today's challenges are perceived
and experienced, but also a basis for advancing our vision of democracy and
human rights, gender equality and development. This is also how Sweden
will work as a member: we will listen to those concerned, defend those who
need to be defended and stand up for what we believe in.

We must develop a clear and ambitious agenda in consultation with the
parties in the Riksdag and Swedish organisations, with other Council
members and civil society as bearers of knowledge, with the countries on the
Security Council's agenda and those who contribute personnel to its peace
operations:

1. Sweden intends to contribute to the main task of the Security Council:
maintaining international peace and security. This means pursuing
committed and informed policies on the many issues on the Council's
agenda. It also means being prepared to deal with new crises and causes
of conflict. The Council determines the mandate of some 25 peace
operations in nearly every part of the world, adopts sanctions to prevent
the supply of weapons to conflicts, and has a zero-tolerance policy on
sexual abuse by peacekeepers. After North Korean nuclear tests,
terrorist attacks in Paris or atrocities in Syria, the world turns to the
Security Council, in the same way it does when peace agreements are
concluded and need to be monitored, as in Colombia. Progress is
sometimes followed by deadlocks, but this must never be taken as
justification for not trying. Decisions are binding for all 193 Member
States. Over the next two years, it will be our role to help ensure that
these will be as sound and effective as possible.

2. Conflicts must be fewer and peace more sustainable. Last year's
Sustainable Development Goals and new climate agreement instilled
much needed resolve in international cooperation and pointed the way to
a more prosperous world. A similar breakthrough is now needed in peace
and security efforts. The UN must come together to more effectively
prevent relapse into conflict, include women in peace processes, and see
the nexus between security, development, climate and gender equality.
This is a clear agenda for Sweden, which we have long pursued and
which we will bring to the Security Council. The ability to act in a timely
manner must be strengthened and cooperation with the UN
Peacebuilding Commission, in which we are deeply engaged, must be
improved. The world cannot afford anything less than to push for peace.

3. More openness is needed — as both a goal and a means. Increased



transparency, representation and effectiveness are among Swedish UN
policy objectives. This was a key message in our candidacy and will be
an important dimension during our term as a member. We would like to
see a reformed Security Council that limits the right of veto and that
listens to, and cooperates with, others without abdicating its
responsibility. Sweden itself must also work in a transparent way to help
build both support and confidence. More openness is needed — because
it is important in itself, because it contributes to legitimacy of the
Council and, not least, because we believe it will benefit the outcome.

4. Our membership will be characterised by our values and principles.
Swedish foreign policy rests on a solid foundation of international law,
human rights, gender equality and a broad view of security and
development. Our term on the Security Council will do the same.

5. Swedish foreign policy is conducted in various arenas: primarily in the
EU, but also in the UN. Our Middle East policy promotes a peace
process that will lead to a two-state solution and an end to Daesh's
ruthless savagery. Our Ukraine policy remains firm in its conviction
regarding implementation of the Minsk agreements, respect for the
European security order and criticism of violations of international law
and the United Nations Charter. Our Mali policy has put troops in the
UN MINUSMA mission and police in the EU mission for training
security forces. In these and other conflicts and crises, the UN and the
EU work side by side. Sweden will continue to contribute to both
organisations and will strengthen the cooperation between them. A
strong UN benefits from a strong EU — and vice versa. The artificial
'either/or' debate must end.

In six months' time we will take our seat on the Security Council. We will be
doing so at a time when, all around the world, uncertainty and insecurity are
taking a toll on people's lives, and the need to work together to build
sustainable peace and resilient communities has never been clearer. We will
do so because we are convinced that as a small and open country dependent
on the rest of the world, it is in our interest to contribute to and defend the
international order that has at its core the United Nations and the Security
Council. And we will do so because we believe we can make a difference —
through our policies, our values and our engagement.

Margot Wallstrom, Minister for Foreign Affairs
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A united Europe benefits both
Britain and Sweden

Published 10 May 2016 Updated 10 May 2016

Opinion piece by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Margot
Wallstrém in The Local on May 10, 2016.

The future of the EU is uncertain. This is apparent both from the referendum
in the UK and the inability of the EU countries to deal with the refugee
crisis. But it would be wrong to talk about a divided Europe. Thanks to the
EU, Europe is united. This has fostered peace, prosperity and solidarity
between the 28 Member States. We must talk about a united Europe.

At times of crisis it is also important to remember the EU's success stories.
The EU is the world's largest donor of aid, the world's largest integrated
economy and accounts for nearly a third of global trade. The EU's consensus
on sanctions against Russia, the EU's role in the negotiations with Iran, and
the EU's commitment ahead of COP21 are good examples of successful joint
action. Through cooperation at EU level, we are taking joint responsibility
for climate and environment issues. No single country in Europe can meet
the challenges of a globalised world alone.

Having said that, we must have a dialogue among the Member States about
our common values. The refugee crisis has weakened the bonds uniting the
EU. One effect of this is that it has become more difficult to assert universal
values in other parts of the world. We must talk about these issues in the EU,
even if we start out from different positions. It is up to us national politicians
to take responsibility and to dare to stand up for the common decisions made
in Brussels. We — not 'they' — are the EU.

Time and again, EU enlargement has proved the most important instrument
for peace, growth and prosperity in Europe. The eastern enlargement of the
EU in 2004 brought more than 500 million people into the EU's internal
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market. This has tangible advantages in everyday life. It means that we
citizens can live, travel, study, work, seek care and retire in any EU country
we wish. The common market helps to create jobs and gives us an increased
supply of goods and services at better prices. Right now, roaming charges are
being phased out thanks to persevering efforts at EU level.

Free movement and common regulatory frameworks have enabled Swedish
companies to grow beyond national borders. Over two thirds of Sweden's
trade today i1s with countries in the internal market. The economic benefits of
the internal market are one of several strong reasons why we hope that the
people of the UK will vote to stay in the EU. It is to the UK's and the EU's
advantage alike. Moreover, we want to carry on working with the UK to
make the EU a stronger foreign policy actor.

One important element is to strengthen the EU's social dimension. With
almost 25 million people in the EU unemployed, workers' rights are under
severe pressure. Now that Europe's economies are slowly recovering from
the crisis years, social cohesion and welfare must also be strengthened. We
are pleased that the Commission has put this issue on the agenda and has
asserted the principle of equal pay for equal work. Sweden's leading role in
these issues is confirmed by the appointment of our former Minister for
Finance, Allan Larsson, as President Juncker's Special Adviser for the
European Pillar of Social Rights.

In a social Europe, growth and social progress are mutually reinforcing. Fair
conditions and high employment rates are key to sustainable economic
development in Europe. If women participated in the labour market to the
same extent as men, the EU's GDP could increase by 12 per cent by 2030.
The social summit planned in Sweden in 2017 will provide vital impetus in
driving these issues forward.

The development of Swedish welfare is intimately bound up with European
integration. On our own, Sweden cannot solve the challenges of our time.
Sweden will take a central and proactive part, together with our EU partners,
in tackling the challenges we face. We need a strong, unified and cohesive
Union.
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Opinion piece from Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Health and
Social Affairs

“New Swedish ambassador to
combat trafficking in human
beings”

Published 04 May 2016 Updated 09 May 2016

Opinion article, Dagens Nyheter (DN Debatt), 4 May
2016 Sweden is intensifying its efforts to combat the
exploitation of women, children and poor people in the
world. As the world'’s first feminist government, we are
creating a new position for an ambassador to combat
trafficking in human beings. The position may serve as
an important instrument in international cooperation,
write Minister for Gender Equality Asa Regnér and
Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrom.

Trafficking in human beings is one of the most serious forms of organised
crime and a modern form of slavery. It is a violation of human rights and has
a very strong gender equality and child rights perspective. This is why, as the
world's first feminist government, we are now creating a new position for an
ambassador to combat trafficking in human beings.

It is estimated that more than two million people are trafficked into slavery
each year. Almost four fifths of the victims — mostly women and underage
girls — are sold into the sex industry. Human trafficking does not affect
individuals alone; it impacts the very structure of a democratic society by
stripping individuals of their integrity and human dignity. It is a consequence
of poverty and corruption, but also of a lack of gender equality. In many
parts of the world, women and children are in an extremely vulnerable
situation.


https://www.government.se/

The offence of trafficking in human beings is a supply chain offence,
consisting of many different stages, including the recruitment and
transportation of victims, prostitution, trafficking in human organs or
exploitation on the labour market. This criminal activity most often crosses
national borders and involves serious violations of human rights.

The Government wants Sweden to be a strong voice in the world for gender
equality and human rights. Women and men must have the same power to
shape society and their own lives; children's rights must be strengthened.
This means that the particular vulnerability of women and girls to human
trafficking must be combated with the best possible measures. Sweden's
efforts must contribute to achieving the goals of the 2030 Agenda on gender
equality and children's rights. The transnational nature of the crime also
demands effective international cooperation and increased coordination
alongside national measures.

This is why the Government is creating a new position as Sweden's
ambassador to combat trafficking in human beings. It will send an important
political signal to the international community that Sweden is intensifying its
efforts to combat human trafficking and the exploitation of women and
children and of poor and desperate people throughout the world. Ongoing
wars and conflicts, and the ensuing migration, have further aggravated the
situation for many women and girls at risk of being exploited and abused.

The ambassador will strengthen Sweden's international profile as a leading
human rights defender. At the same time, the position may serve as an
important instrument for concrete measures to improve the effectiveness of
international efforts and cooperation. Through the ambassador's work,
Sweden will also help to ensure that particular attention is paid to the gender
equality perspective in international efforts to combat trafficking in human
beings. Sweden has much to contribute, and as a nation it can serve as a
good example through the Swedish Sexual Purchases Act.

The ambassador will facilitate dialogue between various governments,
national agencies and international organisations on issues focusing on the
prevention of and protection against trafficking in human beings, and on the
prosecution of perpetrators. The position will contribute to increased
knowledge and quality in the work of relevant Swedish government
agencies.

Sweden's ambassador to combat trafficking in human beings will work to:



« identify and encourage the interest of other countries in cooperating to
combat trafficking in human beings, possibly through concluding bilateral
agreements with Sweden, focusing on combating human trafficking and
other serious crime, and actively contributing to this work;

* help share Swedish experiences of discovering and prosecuting the
perpetrators of human trafficking, and protecting and supporting its victims
internationally;

« advance and strengthen the gender perspective in international efforts to
combat trafficking in human beings by influencing other countries to adopt
legislation that criminalises the demand for sexual services, similar to
Swedish legislation;

* ensure that abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence against
and torture of children come to an end;

« identify success factors and positive experiences in efforts to combat
trafficking in human beings, and make them known both internationally and
among relevant Swedish government agencies;

* represent Sweden at various international events focused on issues related
to trafficking in human beings;

« contribute, through international advocacy work, to a more uniform
interpretation of the Palermo Protocol's definition of trafficking in human
beings in the countries that have acceded to the Protocol to increase, in the
long run, the chances of prosecuting involved perpetrators;

* create/resume an international network of actors (international NGOs,
religious leaders, companies, professional associations, media and other
opinion-makers) who through their actions can contribute to both combating
human trafficking and its social and economic root causes;

* generate interest in, spread knowledge about and increase expertise on
trafficking in human beings among employees at Swedish missions abroad
and other Swedish actors stationed abroad, as well as at Swedish companies
and organisations that have representatives who work abroad;

* conduct a dialogue at home with the Swedish government agencies and
NGOs that work on human trafficking issues;

* report to the Government on the progress of international efforts to combat



trafficking in human beings, and contribute to Sweden's periodic reports to
international convention committees or to other international reviews of
Sweden's human rights commitments;

« strengthen the image of Sweden as a driving force in efforts to combat
human trafficking and its causes, through contacts with other governments
and through identifying future partners; and

* consult and cooperate with specialised structures in the UN, the EU, the
Council of Europe, the Council of the Baltic Sea States and other relevant
intergovernmental organisations in their work to combat human trafficking,
and actively push to coordinate their action.

International cooperation on these issues involves a number of actors. At
global level, the UN has a coordinating role concerning the efforts of
relevant UN organisations. At EU level, there is an Anti-Trafficking
Coordinator. INTERPOL and Europol are also dealing with the issue.

The Government and relevant government agencies are working constantly
to combat human trafficking. Sweden is associated with human rights and
democracy. Human rights are women's rights. Trafficking in human beings
must be stopped.

Asa Regnér
Minister for Children, the Elderly and Gender Equality

Margot Wallstrém
Minister for Foreign Affairs
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Opinion piece from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Sweden and Finland defend free
press

Published 03 May 2016 Updated 03 May 2016

Opinion piece in the EU-observer, 3. May, 2016.

Media freedom is increasingly under threat in the EU, its neighbourhood and
around the world. Recent examples include repressive legislation, violence
against journalists and the spread of state-controlled propaganda and
disinformation.

Not only do such measures limit the work and threaten the lives of reporters,
they also curtail the participation of citizens in society, undermining the very
foundation of democracy.

This year, when the Freedom of the Press Act turns 250, Sweden and
Finland are working together to advance our efforts to defend freedom of
expression and media freedom in Europe and beyond.

Media freedom was guaranteed in Sweden and Finland 250 years ago, when
the Swedish parliament passed the world's first freedom of the press act. The
process was strongly influenced by Anders Chydenius, a member of the
Swedish Parliament from Karleby in present-day Finland.

The act abolished the censorship of printed publications, guaranteed public
access to official documents and the right to engage in political debate. In
addition to defending the freedom of expression, the act has made a
fundamental contribution to the development of our modern and innovative
Nordic societies.

As the act now turns 250, we regret that around the world the fundamental
rights and freedoms it set out to safeguard are being increasingly threatened.
In many places, democracy and the rule of law are undermined, human
rights are being violated and their universal nature is denied.
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At the core of these challenges lies a media landscape under attack.
Repressive legislation targets journalists and human rights defenders. Ever-
increasing resources are spent by some states to disseminate blatant
propaganda and disinformation.

Journalists are intimidated, threatened, killed and persecuted. Perpetrators
are far too seldom brought to justice. In many cases, the fear of reprisals and
intimidation can lead to self-censorship by journalists and media workers.

These developments call for enhanced efforts to promote freedom of
expression and media freedom, including promotion of media literacy and
increased support to free and independent media around the world.

Many international organisations and NGOs have expressed their concern
over the deteriorating media environment.

The OSCE representative on freedom of the media, an essential institution in
this area, has on a number of occasions expressed concern regarding the
state of freedom of the media in the OSCE area.

Russian propaganda

The newly established EU Strategic Communication Team has repeatedly
exposed Russian propaganda and disinformation, which is not only
concerned with distorting truths and influencing public opinion.

It also seems intent on undermining the very notion of objective information,
casting all information as biased or an instrument of political power. Such
propaganda and disinformation risk undermining trust in media and
institutions, and promoting the spread of online echo chambers, where
conspiracy theories and half-truths are wielded against opponents and
journalists.

This erodes public trust in institutions on which democratic societies are
built. This is why we are working with our Nordic and Baltic neighbours to
train journalists in investigative journalism and to support free and
independent media in areas specifically affected by disinformation and
propaganda.

The media landscape is changing rapidly, creating both opportunities and
challenges for freedom of expression and media freedom. In many countries,
the shift from traditional newspapers and TV to digital distribution channels



has already occurred.

The internet and social media empower people to exercise their freedom of
opinion and expression and their right to access information. Today, we are
all potential journalists, thanks to technological advances and social media.
Freedom and responsibility go hand in hand when exercising the right to
express an opinion.

New technology can be an enabler of democratic development. At the same
time, technology can be used as a vehicle for spreading propaganda and
disinformation. Critical thinking and source criticism are crucial in this
context. The media play a key role in connecting the dots, so that citizens
can be their own judge of what is the truth and what is not.

The Nordic countries are by no means immune to threats against freedom of
expression. Hate speech and radicalisation, especially online, are an ever-
growing concern in our societies as well.

Daesh

Daesh (another name for the Islamic State jihadist group) uses images of
extreme violence on social media to influence public opinion and provoke
our societies in order to increase radicalisation and recruitment.

The common practice of posting photos and videos of brutal violence and
executions on social media creates fear and increases polarisation within our
own societies, thereby further feeding the extremists' narrative.

The 250th anniversary of the Swedish and Finnish freedom of the press act
reminds us of the long road we have travelled to promote the freedom of
expression.

Developments in the wider world, however, make it clear that now is no time
to stop. The Swedish and Finnish governments pledge to work even harder,
and jointly with media representatives and civil society, to advance freedom
of expression globally.

Margot Wallstrom, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Sweden

Timo Soini, Minster for Foreign Affairs of Finland



W Government Offices of Sweden

Opinion piece from Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Health and
Social Affairs

“We must teach more countries
about our Sexual Purchases Act”

Published 23 April 2016 Updated 29 April 2016

Opinion article, Expressen, 23 April 2016 France is the
fourth European country to criminalise sexual
purchases. We hope that more countries will take
decisions in this direction, writes Sweden’s Minister for
Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrém and Minister for
Gender Equality Asa Regnér.

The French National Assembly recently voted to criminalise sexual
purchases in accordance with the Swedish model. With this new law, the
French government also wants to combat trafficking in human beings and
trafficking networks — the modern slave trade.

France's position is a major success for all of us who are fighting for women's
rights and the equal value of all people. It goes without saying that it should
never be possible to buy another person or conduct trade in people's bodies.
Prostitution is the exploitation of people and consolidates a sense of social
superiority and inferiority that is harmful to individuals and to society as a
whole. Everyone who is exploited is a victim, regardless of their gender, but
we know that it is mainly women and girls who are exploited in prostitution
and that it is often men who purchase sexual services.

Taking a stand for those who are exploited in prostitution and at the same
time criminalising those who buy sex is the only right thing for a civilised
society to do. People selling sex are often in a vulnerable situation and there
must be no barriers to them seeking support to change their situation. This is
why it is so important that selling sex is not a criminal act.
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Sweden was the first country in the world to introduce a ban on purchasing
sexual services. We are proud of this. In January 1999, it became a criminal
offence to buy sexual services but not to sell them. France has become the
fourth country, after Sweden, Norway and Iceland, to criminalise sexual
purchases. We now hope that more countries will take decisions in this
direction.

It is unworthy of a gender-equal society that men claim the right to have
temporary sexual liaisons with women in exchange for payment, which is
taking on increasingly organised forms in international criminal networks,
where women's bodies are regarded as commodities.

When Sweden introduced the law against sexual purchases, it was thought
that it could have a deterrent effect on potential sex buyers and reduce the
interest from various groups or individuals abroad in establishing a more
organised prostitution business in Sweden. This has proved to be true.
Sweden is not as attractive a 'market’'.

Support for the Sexual Purchases Act has remained constantly high in
population studies going back several surveys. In the latest survey from
2014, 72 per cent took a positive view of the act (85 per cent among women
and 60 per cent among men).

It is clear that the ban on purchasing sexual services has had a normative
effect on potential buyers and has thus influenced the scope of prostitution
in Sweden.

The Government has commissioned an inquiry into whether the ban on
purchasing sexual services should also apply to Swedish citizens abroad. The
inquiry has been tasked with investigating whether there is a need for
measures aimed at ensuring greater protection in criminal law against
trafficking in human beings, the purchase of sexual services and the
purchase of sexual acts from children. The inquiry has received
supplementary terms of reference to also look into the exploitation of
vulnerable people for forced labour and begging, and it will present its report
in June 2016.

The Government is now pushing for other countries to follow suit on the
issue of criminalising sexual purchases, on the basis of both Article 6 (on
prostitution and trade in women) of the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women and the EU Directive against
trafficking in human beings. We are therefore pleased that France has now



taken this step. As Minister for Gender Equality and Minister for Foreign
Affairs, we will prioritise this issue this year so that more girls and women
can get the legislation on their side, against exploitation and oppression
based on gender.

Sweden's feminist government feels a great responsibility to keep knowledge
about the Swedish Sexual Purchases Act alive, both nationally and
internationally.

Asa Regnér
Minister for Children, the Elderly and Gender Equality

Margot Wallstrém
Minister for Foreign Affairs
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Opinion piece from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Two years after the illegal
annexation of Crimea

Published 18 March 2016 Updated 18 March 2016

On the second anniversary of Russia’s illegal
annexation, European foreign ministers call for
sanctions to be upheld. Opinion piece published on
politico.eu March 18 2016 by Margot Wallstrom,
Sweden; Marina Kaljurand, Estonia; Linas Linkevicius,
Lithuania; Edgars RinkéviCs, Latvia; Timo Soini,
Finland; Kristian Jensen, Denmark.

Today, two years have passed since Russia illegally annexed Crimea and
Sevastopol. It marked the beginning of Russia's ongoing attack on the
territorial integrity of Ukraine and represents the most blatant violation in
decades of the UN charter, international law and breach of the key
documents that make up the European security order, such as the Helsinki
Final Act and the Charter of Paris.

Since then, the human rights situation in Crimea has deteriorated dismally.
Crimeans are forced to adopt Russian citizenship. Reports of torture and 1ll-
treatment of ethnic Ukrainians and members of the Tatar community
abound. The Ukrainian language is under severe pressure and media freedom
is curtailed. Practically all Ukrainian TV-channels have been switched off
and replaced by Russian state-controlled broadcasting. Russia's illegal
detention of Crimean film maker Oleg Sentsov and social activist Oleksander
Kolchenko is a flagrant example of Russia's attack on the freedom of speech
in Crimea.

The most vulnerable and affected group in Crimea continues to be the
Crimean Tatars, whose history is fraught with suffering and persecution.
Harassed by the Russian de facto authorities, the Crimean Tatar TV station
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ATR has been forced to move to Kyiv. The space for using the Crimean
Tatar language is shrinking. Crimean Tatar are being targeted for prosecution
and arbitrarily arrested for their alleged membership in terrorist
organizations. The Russian-installed prosecutor in Crimea has recently
requested to ban the activities of the Mejlis, the self-governing body of the
Tatars that dates back to 1991, with the intention to label it as an extremist
organization. Continuous violations of the freedom of expression and opinion
as well as the freedom of belief are also frequently reported. Accounts of
enforced disappearances and suspected killings committed by the de facto
authorities are particularly alarming,

Crimea is not forgotten. Russia needs to be held accountable. The Crimean
Tatars and other Crimeans affected by Russia's repressive policies have to be
supported.

As we mark the second anniversary of the illegal annexation of Crimea, we
reconfirm our unwavering support for Ukraine's territorial integrity and its
sovereignty over its entire territory. The EU's non-recognition policy of the
annexation is the clearest and most effective manifestation of our support.
The EU has initiated an import ban on products originating from Crimea, and
banned investments as well as export of certain categories of goods and
services to Crimea. EU sanctions specifically target Russian companies that
operate in Crimea. And sixty persons involved in the illegal annexation of
this piece of Ukrainian land are banned from travelling to the EU and have
had their assets frozen in the EU.

But we should remain vigilant. Together with other countries that have
followed suit, such as Norway, Iceland, the USA, Canada, Australia, etc. we
must constantly, and in no uncertain terms, restate our unwavering
commitment to the key principles of international law and the European
security order. Letting Russia's actions pass unchecked would be a recipe for
more instability and less regard for international law as future aggressors
would no longer be deterred by the cost of such behavior. Therefore, the EU
non-recognition policy and the sanctions must be kept under constant
review, to remove loopholes and to make sure that they are effective. They
will remain in place as long as Russia's illegal annexation continues.

Margot Wallstrém, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Sweden
Marina Kaljurand, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Estonia

Linas Linkevi¢ius, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Lithuania



Edgars Rinkevics, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Latvia
Timo Soini, Minster for Foreign Affairs of Finland

Kfristian Jensen, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Denmark
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Opinion piece from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Syria's peace talks need more
women at the table

Published 08 March 2016 Updated 08 March 2016

Opinion piece by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Margot
Wallstrém in The Guardian on March 8, 2016.

The human suffering in Syria is beyond comprehension. Years of conflict
have forced millions from their homes and left hundreds of thousands dead
or wounded. A whole generation is growing up without security and without
proper access to education and healthcare.The only long term solution to the
Syrian conflict is a political one. It is therefore of the utmost importance that
the peace talks resume and continue towards tangible results.

The fact of the matter is that:

e Almost half of all peace agreements fail within five years.

e Women so far have been dramatically under-represented in peace
processes.

e Recent research from the Philippines and the ongoing Colombian peace
talks show that inclusive peace processes, where both women and men
participate, substantially increase the likelihood of peace agreements
being reached and sustained.

If the parties involved in the peace talks do not include women, can they be
obliged to in order to improve the chances of success? We can at least
support the women who choose to assert themselves, and there is no lack of
them.

The Swedish government is working on bringing Syrian women to Geneva to
make sure they are heard in the peace process. I talk to these women via
Skype and try to support them in every way possible. I know they will be
strong voices for peace and dignity.
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Half of the population of the world is female. We cannot have a situation
where they are not represented at the negotiating table. It is also my firm
belief that having women represented in the peace talks will result in more
options to work with.

The empowerment of women and girls is a true example of smart politics. It
transcends the divide between hard and soft security that enables effective
and sustainable peacebuilding. Sixteen years since the adoption of UN
security council resolution 1325 on women, peace and security, we can
firmly state that the promotion of gender equality is not only a matter of
women's rights, but also, more importantly, a matter of ensuring peace and
security for all.

A successful peace process is not just about reaching a ceasefire. It is also
about justice, education, health, reconciliation and the fair distribution of
resources. No warlord can achieve this. A sustainable peace process lays the
foundation for resilient institutions that promote economic, political and
social emancipation for all.

Peace processes, therefore, need to be inclusive. Women must actively
participate in all decision-making processes at all levels and be active in
defining priorities and resource allocation, in times of peace and in times of
war.

Wherever I have travelled in the world, from Ukraine to Colombia to the
Democratic Republic of Congo, I have met brave women who strive to de-
escalate violence and promote initiatives for peace, often in very dangerous
environments where the personal risks are extreme. The work of these
women deserves our full support and long-term commitment.

As part of my government's broader feminist foreign policy, we have also
initiated a Swedish network of women peace mediators and are
simultaneously taking part in the development of a Nordic women's mediator
network. The goal of this process is not only to strengthen our national
capabilities, but also, more importantly, to cut across traditional divides and
create cooperative networks with international women mediation teams from
across the globe.

Mediation must be recognised as the real weapon for peace. Both the
security council and the general assembly have committed to strengthening
the UN's mediation capacity. Important work has been done, but we still
have a long way to go.



The situation in the world calls for a feminist foreign policy that aims to
strengthen women's rights, representation and access to resources. We will
continue our work to involve women in peace processes to help ensure a
more sustainable society.

To put it simply: more women — more peace.
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Opinion piece from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Sweden gives SEK 350 million in
additional emergency aid Syria
crisis

Published 04 February 2016 Updated 04 February 2016

Opinion piece by Margot Wallstrém, Minister for Foreign
Affairs and Isabella L6évin, Minister for International
Development Cooperation. Expressen 4th of February
2016.

The war in Syria will soon enter its fifth year. There are alarming reports
about how winter is hitting the refugees in Syria, who do not have enough
warm clothes and shoes, and images of emaciated people bear witness to
how starvation is being used as a strategy of war. More than 400 000 people
are starving in besieged cities. This is completely unacceptable, and the
people responsible for crimes against humanity and war crimes must be held
to account. Some 13.5 million people in Syria are in need of humanitarian aid
or have been forced to flee from their homes. Sweden was a driving force in
the adoption of the UN resolutions on increased humanitarian access, and we
are now pushing for them to be respected. At the international donors
conference that opens in London today, Sweden will pledge an additional
SEK 350 million in emergency assistance to those affected by the war in
Syria.

But humanitarian aid is not enough. Many people have given up hope of a
decent future. This is equally true of those who have chosen or been forced
to stay in Syria and those who have fled to neighbouring countries. They
have very few possibilities to work, and far too many children are unable to
attend school. This is a very troubling situation.

A political solution is necessary to bring an end to the conflict. It is therefore
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encouraging that the peace negotiations in Geneva were initiated, even
though they are currently suspended and it will take time to achieve a
solution to the conflict. The intensified Russian bombings and the world's
inability to make the Assad regime conform to the Security Council's
demands for an end to sieges and bombings of civilians, full humanitarian
access to the civilian population, and the release of political prisoners have
played a major role in jeopardising the now suspended peace talks.

The donors conference in London is crucial in mobilising support for all the
people affected by the horrors of the war and to offer hope to underpin
future peace. The UN Special Envoy for Syria Staffan de Mistura has our
wholehearted support. To increase the prospects of success in the
discussions in Geneva, we are also giving substantial support to increase
women's participation and influence in the negotiations.

The international community must try to inspire hope and support existing
positive forces. We are therefore taking both a pledge to increase
humanitarian aid and Sweden's new Syria crisis strategy, encompassing
initiatives totalling SEK 1.7 billion, with us to London. Sweden is the first
country to adopt a long-term strategy for the Syria crisis, and it is a model
that we believe more countries should emulate. The strategy aims to mitigate
the effects of the conflict in both Syria and neighbouring countries. During
the conference we will push for more countries to increase aid in five areas
that are central to Sweden's Syria strategy:

1. People in Syria and neighbouring countries must have increased
opportunities to support themselves. Being able to support oneself
inspires hope, and reduces the risks of forced marriage, forced labour
and recruitment to terrorist groups, thus having an impact on all of our
safety. In neighbouring countries, it can reduce tensions between
refugees and local people, and offer people dignity and faith in the
future. It also maintains and builds on people's skills, which 1s important
for the future.

2. More people must have access to community services in Syria and in
neighbouring countries. This means more children attending school, and
access to water, sanitation and health care for more people. More than
three million children are not going to school, and the number is
increasing. There is an impending risk of child labour and recruitment of
child soldiers. If we do not take strong action, we risk creating a lost
generation, which will hamper reconstruction.

3. The courageous civil society organisations that remain in Syria,
negotiating local truces, working for dialogue and documenting crimes



against human rights, need more support. Sweden is currently one of the
few donors to such organisations.

4. Work to prevent violence against women and girls and ensure that
victims of sexual violence receive rehabilitation and care must be given
more resources.

5. Women must be able to participate in peace processes on equal terms
with men. Sweden gives concrete support to women's participation in the
Geneva negotiations and to women who are active in local peace efforts
on the ground in Syria. More countries need to do more to ensure that
half of Syria's population is not excluded from the peace process.

We hope that the London conference will result in a considerable increase in
support from the rest of the world to those affected in Syria. Nonetheless, aid
will not end the war. That will require a political solution, and the defeat of
the terrorist organisation Daesh. But used wisely, aid can lay the foundations
for a future peace. It also offers a lifeline to many people, and it can inspire
faith in the future and show that the international community has not
forgotten them.

Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrom

Minister for International Development Cooperation Isabella Lovin
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Opinion piece from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Mediation: the real weapon for
peace

Published 29 January 2016 Updated 29 January 2016

Opinion piece by Sweden's Minister for Foreign Affairs
Margot Wallstrém and Finland's Minister for Foreign
Affairs Timo Soini in Sydsvenskan and Huffington Post
29th of January, among others.

We're closing the books on a year that has brought successes for diplomacy
but also horrible reminders of its failures. Persistent and patient negotiations
resulted in an agreement on the nuclear issue between the so called EU3+3
and Iran. The peace process in Colombia shows great promise for ending
decades of conflict. Meanwhile, and despite recent diplomatic efforts, the
war in Syria rages on and has left tens of thousands dead and millions
displaced. The UN has launched an appeal to assist almost 90 million people
across 37 countries, most of which are in conflict.

If there is one clear conclusion to draw, it is this: it is possible to prevent
violent conflicts, yet most of the time we fail. We have spent hours in the
past negotiating responses, but we have mostly been unable to put the same
enduring effort into prevention. The consequences are disastrous. This needs
to change. We must recommit to mediation.

First, stronger UN. Mediation is a core task of the United Nations. The UN
1s the most significant global mediation actor, and often the only one seen as
impartial and entrusted to work in conflict situations. Both the Security
Council and the General Assembly have committed to strengthen the UN's
mediation capacity, but somehow this has not translated into action.

As the UN is now reviewing its peace and security agenda, it is crucial that it
shows genuine leadership and sends a clear signal that persistent mediation,
conflict prevention and peace building are genuine priorities. With Finland as
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co-chair of the UN Group of Friends of Mediation and Sweden as the chair
of the UN Peacebuilding Commission, we have solid platforms, from which
we are working hard to make sure that mediation gets the recognition and
resources it needs.

There is an increasing understanding among the UN member states that
mediation is an efficient way to prevent conflicts. It is far less costly than
trying to fix what has once been broken, it safeguards development gains and
— most importantly — it saves lives.

Second, more women — more peace. Promoting peaceful and secure
societies for all cannot be done with the participation of just a selected few.
For peace agreements to be sustainable, more women must contribute to
peace negotiations. Recent research highlights the positive link between
women's meaningful participation in peace processes and the likelihood of
peace agreements being reached and sustained.

Sweden and Finland are supporting initiatives to train women for peace
processes and to strengthen gender expertise and capacity in UN mediation.
In for example Iraq, where women have suffered tremendously from recent
violence, Sweden has taken an active role in supporting local women peace
builders and women human rights activists.Finland is supporting civil society,
including women's organisations, and efforts enabling local ceasefires and
peace-making in Syria. Together with other Nordic countries, we have
formed a Nordic Women Mediators' Network, as one response to the need to
increase women mediators in the field and to strengthen women as agents for
peace. Inclusion has other dimensions as well. Civil society and local
communities must be taken aboard in peace-making.

Questions relating to religion have to be included when searching for
solutions through mediation. Intercultural and interfaith dialogues can be
part of this process. We welcome the work of the global Network for
Religious and traditional peacemakers in helping UN in its comprehensive
work for peace.

Third, states and regional organisations need to take responsibility. A
more able UN is also a UN working in tandem with regional organisations.
We welcome the close cooperation with the African Union, as well as with
other regional and sub-regional organisations that might be the first to sense
and understand early warning signals. The European Institute of Peace,
launched last year at the initiative of Sweden and Finland, aims at
augmenting the global peace agenda of the EU, through mediation and



dialogue. We encourage other initiatives to strengthen our collective
capacity for mediation. In a world as insecure, volatile and vulnerable as
today, all hands are needed on deck.

The book on 2015 will be a rather gruesome reading. We must at least show
that we've learnt the lessons it tells: to make mediation and conflict
prevention a genuine priority. There are no alternatives.
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Opinion piece from Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Justice

The battle against anti-Semitism
and racism must always be fought

Published 27 January 2016 Updated 27 January 2016
SVT Opinion, 27 January 2016

Today we mark Holocaust Remembrance Day. Seventy-one years have now
passed since the death and concentration camp Auschwitz was liberated and
the whole world was able to see the appalling images of the victims of
Nazism. The Holocaust committed against six million Jews and the genocide
of half a million Roma and 2.5 million Poles and other minorities,
homosexuals, sick people and political dissidents was one of the most terrible
crimes of the 20th century.

The Jews and members of other minorities who fell victim to the Holocaust
were murdered because they belonged to an ethnic minority group. How
could anti-Semitism and racism have had such an influence in Europe,
enabling the Holocaust to happen? There are of course many explanations
and the answer is not a straightforward one, but the radicalisation of the
1930s and 1940s, the hate propaganda and divisions in Europe, as well as the
inability of the democratic forces to take timely action against anti-Semitism
and fascism most certainly played an important role.

It must never happen again. The responsibility for managing the memory of
the Holocaust is therefore a matter of both honouring the memory of the
millions of victims and combating anti-Semitism and racism. Knowledge is
an antidote against anti-Semitism, Afrophobia, Islamophobia, anti-Ziganism
and fascism. The Government is conducting a number of measures to ensure
that the atrocities of Nazism and racism are not forgotten. The Living
History Forum has been given a broader mandate, the National Agency for
Education is carrying out initiatives to improve knowledge in schools and a
national plan against racism is being implemented.
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But spreading knowledge is not enough. Anti-Semitism and racism are still
prevalent in Sweden and Europe. In Europe, anti-Semitism is once again
claiming lives. The terrorist attack against a kosher shop in connection with
the massacre at the editorial office of magazine Charlie Hebdo in January
last year, the terrorist attack against the Copenhagen synagogue in February
last year and the attack against the Jewish Museum in Brussels in 2014 are
three examples.

This development is utterly unacceptable. One of the fundamental duties of a
state under the rule of law is to protect citizens against violence and threats,
especially when they are perpetrated by groups and people who do not
accept the fundamental principle of the equal value of all people. In both
Sweden and other EU countries, security services are now taking forceful
action to combat Daesh and other terrorist groups.

In Sweden too, unacceptable attacks against Jews have occurred. The
Government is aware that the total number of reported hate crimes and hate
crimes with anti-Semitic motives are on the rise; for this reason, more
measures need to be carried out to combat these hate crimes. The Swedish
Police Authority is raising its level of ambition and greater resources are
being invested in combating hate crimes. All cities and large towns now have
special departments within the police force to combat this type of crime. We
will see the establishment of a national consultation forum, in which
representatives of vulnerable groups can have a direct dialogue with the
police and other government agencies so as to improve cooperation
concerning hate crimes. The Government will closely monitor the work of
the police so that these measures genuinely result in more hate crimes being
solved. The Swedish Commission for Government Support to Faith
Communities will also distribute a minimum of SEK 10 million to faith
communities for measures to enhance security.

The battle for the equal value of all people and against anti-Semitism and
racism is a part of foreign policy. Sweden and the EU have a major duty to
stand up for the values of the freedom and equal rights of all people upon
which our societies are based when we formulate and conduct our foreign
policy. Sweden is also working to strengthen a culture of dialogue and
promote democratic developments so as to undermine the conditions that
foster extremism. Xenophobia, hopelessness and distance from political
processes do not create extremist ideologies, but they make people more
susceptible to fascist, racist and anti-Semitic ideas. This work is being done
not least through setting priorities for Swedish development cooperation.



Events in Europe in the 1930s and 1940s show that racism can threaten the
democratic order. Anti-Semitism and racism are not just a threat against the
groups targeted by such hatred; they are a threat against society as a whole.
In this sense, our open and democratic society is also a victim of the threats
and attacks that target individual groups, such as Jewish communities,
because these attacks strike the foundation of our country: an open,
democratic, free and inclusive society.

The battle against anti-Semitism must always be fought. It is a battle for the
rights of individuals, but also for an open and democratic society.

Margot Wallstrom, Minister for Foreign Affairs

Anders Ygeman, Minister for Home Affairs



w Government Offices of Sweden

Opinion piece from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Sweden an asset to the UN
Security Council

Published 02 December 2015 Updated 02 December 2015

Opinion piece by Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot
Wallstrom in Svenska Dagbladet on 2 December 2015.

We are living in a time when we are confronted close up by global
challenges. Our southern neighbourhood is marked by difficulties with regard
to the refugee crisis and the underlying conflicts in Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan
and Somalia, as well as the terrorism of ISIL/IS and other groups, and the
impact of climate change. The situation in our eastern neighbourhood too,
with Russia's aggression against Ukraine, is a clear example that our view on
international law and security is necessary.

As a small, free and democratic country, Sweden is dependent on global
cooperation to take on our common challenges. At the heart of these efforts
is the UN and in particular the Security Council. For Sweden, cooperation in
the EU is an indispensable platform, which can also make the UN stronger.

The Security Council is the only UN body whose decisions are legally
binding for all member states. Sweden's candidacy for a seat in the Council is
about our voice in multilateral cooperation, which is one of the cornerstones
of our foreign policy; it 1s also about taking part in the discussion on conflicts
that have an impact on our own society.

The Security Council's decisions make a difference. On 20 November, a
unanimous Security Council passed a resolution on the fight against ISIL and
terrorism. The Security Council has recently also adopted measures to
increase women's participation in peace efforts and passed a resolution
supporting the EU's action against human smuggling in the Mediterranean.

It does matter who has a place in the Security Council. One example of a
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non-permanent member that has gained influence is Lithuania, which during
this year in the Security Council has ensured that Ukraine has remained on
the agenda, despite the risk of it slipping off in the light of other crises. A
country such as Sweden, with our credibility in development issues, our
human rights work and our ability to speak with integrity and without a
hidden agenda, can make a difference.

It is precisely in situations when the Council is threatened with paralysis that
it is important that the Council has non-permanent members that take action
to ensure that the Council takes its responsibility. The deadlocks between the
permanent members are deeply regrettable — this is why Sweden is working
for a reformed and effective Security Council with a more representative
circle of members and less use of the veto.

All parties in the Riksdag support the candidacy. We are presenting our
candidacy as a critical friend to the UN and with an awareness of the
importance of common global solutions. Sweden is the sixth largest donor to
the UN system and a keen advocate of reform and greater effectiveness, and
of action by the Security Council in war and conflicts. We must not abdicate
influence. This is not a time to shirk responsibility.

Our candidacy is going well. The competition is tough, but we are hopeful.
Besides Sweden, two other EU countries are candidates: Italy and the
Netherlands. Sweden was the first of these countries on the scene,
announcing our candidacy back in 2004. It has been twenty years since we
last sat in the Council. We agree that it is unfortunate that EU countries are

competing against each other. Sweden has sought to avoid this within the
EU.

We have gained increasing support through an intensifying campaign. We
see that there is respect for Sweden as a global actor and for our tradition of
solidarity and dialogue, and for the fact that we stand up for principles and
values. For the same reason, there are many countries that want to see us
gain a seat in the Security Council.

Our candidacy efforts do not involve us compromising on fundamental
principles such as human rights — as some might maintain. On the contrary,
this candidacy is about gaining a platform for our values. Our candidacy
efforts require that we conduct a dialogue with all of the other 192 UN
member states, which is crucial, irrespective of our candidacy, for an
understanding of the global problems and to be able to contribute to
solutions.



Our candidacy to the Security Council is about Sweden's possibilities to
influence the troubled world in which we live. A seat in the Security Council
would mean an additional platform for us to pursue our policies. Sweden can
take a seat at the table and put forward opinions and values that influence
the world in a positive direction. This is why Sweden should have a seat in
the Security Council.
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Joint opinion piece by ministers of
Foreign Affairs in Sweden and
Lithuania

Published 17 November 2015 Updated 17 November 2015

Opinion piece by Ministers for Foreign Affairs in
Sweden, Margot Wallstrdm, and Lithuania, Linas
LinkevicCius, in Ukrainskaja Pravda 17th of November
2015

As we arrive today in Kyiv, almost two years have passed since people took
to the streets in Ukraine with legitimate calls for reform and European
integration. The subsequent deplorable turn of events is the tale of Russia’s
illegal annexation of Crimea and further military aggression against Ukraine.

Lithuania and Sweden have been among the most vocal supporters of
Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. Our two countries have been
at the forefront in condemning Russia’s violations of international law. What
Russia has done in Ukraine poses a challenge that reaches beyond Ukraine’s
borders and calls into question the fundamental principle that all nations are
entitled to make their own foreign policy choices. Therefore, we argue that
EU sanctions against Russia will have to be kept in place until the territorial
integrity of Ukraine is restored, which includes Ukrainian control over its
own, internationally recognised borders. For Russia to put itself back on the
path toward improved relations with the rest of Europe, it needs to
demonstrate, in a tangible manner, its commitment to European principles
and international law.

But Russia’s aggression must not cause us to overlook the bigger picture:
Ukraine has launched a reform programme unequalled in scope and ambition
since its independence while at the same time facing hostilities and
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humanitarian suffering. Therefore, we acknowledge the courage and
commitment of the Ukrainian leadership. These reforms, first and foremost,
serve the benefit of the Ukrainian people — and aim to make Ukraine a
successful European democracy. The European Union stands committed to
Ukraine’s success.

Important and bold reforms are under way in many key areas, including the
energy sector, the system of local government (where decentralisation will
bring political decision-making closer to the people and hopefully increase
the level of trust among the general public) and the management of public
finances. The EU Association Agreement and Deep and Comprehensive Free
Trade Area have served as a roadmap and the Eastern Partnership provides a
reinforcing framework for our relations. But the implementation of these
reforms needs to be accelerated as results are still not being felt by the
general public. This is particularly true in the area of anticorruption and the
influence of oligarchic structures.

We argue that more efforts are urgently needed in some key areas:

- The EU’s long standing calls for improved rule of law and a reformed
justice sector in Ukraine are part of the framework of the EU-Ukraine
relations and important progress has been made by Ukraine. But according to
a recent poll, only 5 per cent of Ukrainians trust the court system. This
shows that more needs to be done to strengthen the independence, integrity
and accountability of the judiciary, including the Prosecutor General’s
Office. The judiciary needs to be free from political interference and
corruption. The anticorruption prosecutorneeds to be truly independent and
selected in a fair and transparent process. On our part we as the EU should
redouble its support of rule of law in Ukraine, including by giving the EU
assistance mission for civilian security sector reform, EUAM, more teeth and
a broader mandate.

- Ukraine has made important steps towards reducing its energy dependency
on Russia and towards a more sustainable energy consumption. But Ukraine
continues to use three times more energy per person than the EU average.
Greater energy efficiency would enhance both the state budget and national
security. The radical reduction of gas subsidies 1s important, but more is
needed to reduce consumption, increase energy efficiency and help
consumers influence their consumption patterns. The Eastern Europe Energy
Efficiency and Environment Partnership (ESP) is designed to respond to
such needs, and together the EU, the European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development and Ukraine need to do more to ensure that it delivers results.



- Ukraine has made important head way towards fulfilling the benchmarks
for visa freedom. The EU Visa Liberalisation Action Plan for Ukraine
contains strict conditions on anti-corruption, migration management and
fundamental rights which Ukraine has to meet without exception. Defending
all human rights is a vital in this regard, including through the adoption of a
labour code that forbids discrimination in work places. On the EU side, we
should assist Ukraine in carrying out the required reforms. We should also
stand by our commitment to grant visa freedom once technical conditions
are met and conditions for well managed and secure mobility are in place, as
was the case for Moldova.

- Improved gender equality and strengthening of women’s rights would allow
Ukraine to unlock its full social and economic potential. The conflict in the
Donbas region has exacerbated the problem of violence against women, and
ensuring legal protection of women’s rights is more important than ever.
Ukraine has made important progress towards the ratification of the Council
of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women
(Istanbul Convention). We look forward to the early ratification and
implementation of the Istanbul Convention by the Ukrainian parliament,
which would serve as a role model for the rest of the region.

Successful reforms require patience and resolve. Ukraine and the EU have
embarked on a long journey together, but we remain confident that it will
lead us to the modern and rule-based Ukraine that the people taking to the
streets two years ago demanded.
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Sweden engages for peace and
stability as a friend of Israel

Published 10 November 2015 Updated 10 November 2015

Haaretz, 10 November 2015 A major challenge for
peace is the absence of hope. The international
community stands ready to support the parties to make
courageous choices and revive a development towards
a two-state solution, which entails equal rights for two
peoples. Sweden has a long history of engagement for
peace and reconciliation in the Middle East, and we
continue these efforts as a friend of Israel, says Margot
Wallstrém, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Sweden.

The Middle East is experiencing unprecedented turmoil, unrest and
suffering. Israel finds itself in a precarious situation in a complex region,
where violence as a political means is all too common. | have respect for
Israeli security concerns, and believe that they are best dealt with in
partnership with Israel’s neighbours. The recent escalation of violence in
Israel and Palestine is deeply troubling. All acts of violence and terror are
deplorable and should be condemned by all. I express my deep condolences
to the families of the victims. In terms of numbers of dead and wounded, this
autumn has been the worst in Israel and Palestine in a long time. Excessive
force must be avoided and all responses proportionate. Perpetrators must be
brought to justice by due process.

In this situation, it is easy to distrust “the other side”. Fear and distrust are
enemies of peace. Recent polls among Palestinians and Israelis show that
they are losing hope that the vision of the two-state solution will ever
become a reality. Twenty years after the tragic murder of Yitzhak Rabin and
the signing of the Oslo Accords, the window of opportunity seems to be
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slowly closing before our eyes. Yet we cannot give up on the long-standing
vision of a safe and secure Israel living peacefully alongside an independent,
democratic, contiguous and viable Palestinian state.

The recent escalation of violence reminds us once again that the current
situation is not sustainable. The absence of a political solution to this conflict
can only lead to an endless circle of violence, deterrence and retaliation.
Security is essential and nobody should have to live with a constant feeling
of fear. Israel has a right and a duty to defend itself and its people from acts
of terror. But security measures alone cannot make Israel truly safe. To date,
repression of “the other side”, including rigorous measures of separation and
the 1solation of Gaza, has not proven successful in meeting the security
needs of the Israeli people. I am confident that a lasting political solution
would not only bring more security, but also economic prosperity to both
Israelis and Palestinians, and that it is best achieved together with regional
stakeholders, among others, on the basis of the Arab Peace Initiative.

Sweden has a long tradition of engagement in the Middle East Peace
Process, dating back to the UN mediation of Folke Bernadotte in the 1940s.
The issue of Israel and Palestine has remained a foreign policy priority for
the Social Democratic party throughout the decades, with many initiatives to
support on-going peace efforts. Sweden is a large contributor to
humanitarian assistance in Gaza. The Swedish Government’s development
cooperation with Palestine focuses on strengthening the transparency and
accountability of the Palestinian Authority, increased respect for human
rights including gender equality, private sector development and catastrophe
resilience. The wellbeing of Israel’s Palestinian neighbour is also in Israel’s
best interest.

One year ago, Sweden recognised the State of Palestine. I said then that this
was a necessary step, aimed at making a positive contribution to the dormant
peace process. It was intended to send a clear message of hope to younger
generations that there is an alternative to violence and the so-called status
quo 1n a situation where the conditions for the viability of a two-state
solution were eroding. It was also intended to recognise the fact that Israelis
and Palestinians have equal rights and obligations as well as equal needs for
security.

Critical voices have been raised regarding the Swedish recognition of the
State of Palestine, some even calling it “anti-Israeli”’. But let me be clear on
this. Sweden has a long history of friendship with Israel. We are and will
remain a good friend. We cherish the cooperation in many areas with Israel,



one of our main trading partners in that part of the world. We have a lot in
common as small innovative economies with highly educated, curious and
creative populations. We want to deepen the multifaceted nature of these
bilateral relations.

However, good friends are also honest in their criticism and disagreements,
such as our disagreement on Gaza’s isolation and the illegal Israeli settlement
policy. Sweden supports the EU policy of differentiation between Israel,
within the 1967 borders, and the settlements. It is with concern that we see
Israel, a democracy in a turbulent region, drifting away from international
law and risking the erosion of its international standing.

I believe that a better, and mutually beneficial, future can be built for both
peoples, if courageous decisions are made. It is time to show leadership,
responsibility and restraint, translated into concrete action. Now is the time
to:

- create conditions for a results-oriented peace process, including
confidence-building measures;

- reach international consensus on clear parameters and realistic time frames
for negotiations, including an end to the occupation;

- move towards full implementation of agreements reached between
Palestine and Israel;

- create a conducive environment for economic development in all of
Palestine, including access to area C and Gaza;

- encourage progress towards intra-Palestinian reconciliation; and

- end the isolation of Gaza and ensure access and accountability for
international development cooperation and humanitarian aid.

Sweden and the international community as a whole have a joint
responsibility to restore and reinforce our common hope, and the hope of
Palestinians and Israelis, that a just and comprehensive peace is possible.
With political will and courage, it can be achieved. Sweden stands behind
Israel and Palestine in these difficult times. Looking ahead, we are ready to
continue to support all efforts to fulfil the vision of a two-state solution.

Margot Wallstrom
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Sweden
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Opinion piece from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Sweden strengthens its
humanitarian efforts

Published 19 August 2015 Updated 19 August 2015

Aftonbladet 19/8 Today is World Humanitarian Day.
With 60 million people fleeing from war and violence,
the international community is facing major challenges
both in trying to resolve conflicts and in providing
protection and support to people in distress.

Several of the current conflicts are a threat to international security. The
refugee flows have made issues relating to solidarity a matter of urgency.
Today we want to highlight the contributions Sweden is making to
humanitarian efforts. The Government has decided to appoint a special
envoy for humanitarian issues. This job has gone to Per Ornéus, a diplomat
with considerable experience of foreign service. Per Ornéus will now,
together with us, coordinate Sweden’s contributions within the framework of
humanitarian work.

The atrocities committed in Syria and Iraq by the terrorist organisation ISIL
(or IS as 1t 1s also called) are examples of when terrorist groups act entirely
arbitrarily. Civilians, including aid workers, are direct targets, and the war in
Syria and Iraq is transgressing moral and geographical boundaries. We are
now seeing a worrying global trend in which attacks on aid workers are
increasing and it is becoming ever more difficult to reach people in distress.
Limiting the effects of armed conflicts is now one of our greatest challenges.

The UN’s current humanitarian system needs reforming. Sweden is the
world’s fifth largest bilateral humanitarian donor and we have high
expectations of others to participate and contribute. It must be obligatory for
countries to contribute to humanitarian work. In light of the worrying trend
and the growing urgent needs, in spring 2016 the UN will host a
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humanitarian summit for the international community to agree on necessary
reforms.

The humanitarian system is on its knees. The UN’s humanitarian appeals
have grown fivefold since 2004, but last year financing levels only reached
jJust over half of what was required. UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
recently appointed a high-level panel to tackle the growing gap between
humanitarian needs and available resources. As Minister for Foreign Affairs,
I am a member of the high-level panel, and an additional six people from
other countries contribute proposals and input for how the future
humanitarian system is to be financed. Sweden will present concrete
proposals based on our considerable experience.

We also need to better link together humanitarian measures with long-term
development cooperation. The Government will shortly be adopting a new
Syria crisis strategy, which will be a concrete example of how urgent
humanitarian support can be linked to more long-term measures that also
provide support to neighbouring countries affected by the conflict. Sweden
has a role to play, both as chair of the UN Peacebuilding Commission and in
my role, as Minister for International Development Cooperation, as chair of
the International Dialogue for Peacebuilding and Statebuilding. During the
autumn, the Government will also establish a Swedish civil society forum to
make use of the expert knowledge available to better reach out to people in
distress.

In the intermeshed world of today, war and conflicts affect us all. Sweden’s
long tradition of assisting people in distress is ultimately a sign of the
Swedish people’s international solidarity, but also a way to safeguard
security for us all.

Margot Wallstrém, Minister for Foreign Affairs

Isabella Lovin, Minister for International Development Cooperation
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We owe it to the victims never to
forget

Published 12 July 2015 Updated 12 July 2015
Aftonbladet, 11 July 2015

In July 1995 Srebrenica was overrun by Bosnian Serb forces. Over the
course of a few days, about 8 000 Bosnian Muslims were executed. Admir
Buljubasic’s father, Hamdija, and his brother Safet died in the genocide — the
worst massacre in Europe since the Second World War. But Admir survived.
Today he lives in Sweden, like 60 000 others whose country of birth is
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Many of us recently read about Admir’s trip back to Srebrenica. At the
Podrinje Identification Project in Tuzla, they have identified the remains of
his father. The story is harrowing, and reminds us of what former United
Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said: “The tragedy of Srebrenica will
haunt our history forever.”

Through Kofi Annan and in other ways, the UN has admitted that the
organisation did not do enough to protect the population of Srebrenica. In
2005, as a lesson learned, the UN adopted the Principle of the Responsibility
to Protect.

Another consequence is that UN peacekeeping operations have been
reformed. The Security Council’s mandate is clearer and civilian protection
has been given greater emphasis.

I visited Bosnia and Herzegovina when I was the UN’s Special
Representative on Sexual Violence in Conflict. I met women who were
victims of systematic rape. UN Resolution 1325 and subsequent Security
Council resolutions have strengthened our capacity to combat sexual
violence, which is still used as a strategy of war and a weapon of terror.


https://www.government.se/

Peace and reconciliation cannot be achieved if the perpetrators of these
crimes go unpunished. This is why the work of the International Criminal
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in The Hague is still important today.

However, in connection with the 20 year commemoration of the genocide,
we are forced to note that while resolutions and new tools have been
developed, the international community’s efforts often end in deadlock. Our
humanitarian systems are overburdened by the world’s forty armed conflicts,
eleven of which are large-scale wars. Refugee flows are reaching levels not
seen since the Second World War.

My conclusion is that a strong European Union is a prerequisite for a more
effective United Nations. But this requires the EU to increase its engagement
on its own continent, where EU enlargement has proven to be one of the
most important instruments of peace, stability and prosperity. Today’s
memorial ceremony will therefore also be an opportunity to reaffirm
Sweden’s strong desire to contribute to progress in Bosnia and Herzegovina
and the Western Balkans.

When Sweden joined the EU 20 years ago, the future of the Baltic and
central European states in the European Union was uncertain and much
debated. Today, no one questions these countries’ membership of the EU.
Our vision must be that EU membership for the Western Balkan countries
will seem just as natural in 20 years’ time.

Our political support to the Western Balkans has gone hand in hand with
extensive development cooperation. After the war, support went primarily to
actual reconstruction of housing and infrastructure. Today, it involves
intensifying reform efforts for democracy, rule of law, human rights, gender
equality, environmental sustainability and economic development.

Admir Buljubasic’s father, Hamdjija, will be buried during today’s memorial
ceremony. He will be laid to rest beside his son Safet, Admir’s brother.

We owe it to them never to forget. And we promise to stand firmly beside
Bosnia and Herzegovina on its peaceful path to EU membership.

Margot Wallstrém, Minister for Foreign Affairs
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A new landmark in India-Sweden
relations

Published 01 June 2015 Updated 01 June 2015
The Hindu, 30 May 2015

On May 31, Sweden will have the great honour and pleasure of welcoming
President Pranab Mukherjee, on the first ever state visit by an Indian
President to Sweden. This historic visit offers a unique opportunity to deepen
our long-standing relationship.

Swedish companies began investing in India in the early 1920s, laying the
foundations for the prosperous partnership between our business
communities that is still enjoyed today. Formal diplomatic relations between
India and Sweden were established as early as 1948. Alva Myrdal, Sweden’s
first ambassador to India and winner of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1982 for
her promotion of nuclear disarmament in the United Nations, often claimed
to be fired by the ideals of social justice and pacifism held by Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru. Similarly, former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s Action
Plan for Ushering in a nuclear weapon-free and non-violent world order
sprang from years of close collaboration with Swedish Prime Minister Olof
Palme. India and Sweden also share rich democratic traditions. As the largest
democracy in the world, India is a source of ispiration. The principles of
democracy rest on human rights — the idea that by virtue of being human,
we share the same rights and freedoms. Our two countries are both engaged
in actively promoting and safeguarding these principles.

Women’s full enjoyment of human rights is a top priority for Sweden,
domestically as well as globally. Rather than perceiving gender equality
merely as a goal in itself, we regard equality to be a prerequisite for
achieving our wider foreign and security policy objectives. Sweden’s
feminist foreign policy aims to respond to one of the greatest unresolved
problems of our time, namely that the human rights of women and girls are
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still being violated in so many ways around the world. Human rights are
women’s rights. Progress in empowering women and women’s
representation and rights benefits society as a whole. It is my firm belief that
India and Sweden can work together as partners to find ways of addressing
this critical challenge, both bilaterally and multilaterally.

Trade and investment

Bilateral trade between India and Sweden has increased remarkably over the
last few years. Today, more than 150 Swedish companies are established in
India, and one new company is estimated to be registered every month.
These companies provide employment — directly and indirectly for almost
7,50,000 people in India. As a nation heavily dependent on exports, Sweden
regards free trade as a driver of economic growth, but not at the expense of
people or the planet. For this reason, my government works actively to bring
about progressive international trade agreements that dismantle trade
barriers and, at the same time, we promote corporate social responsibility to
protect the rights of employees and the environment.

As one of the largest and fastest growing economies in the world, India 1s
increasingly attractive to foreign investors. Major reform programmes
launched by the government of India, such as Make in India, Smart Cities
and Digital India, send a clear message to the world: India is open for
business and investments.

In the last few years, Sweden and India have signed a long list of agreements
in areas such as science and technology, health, environment and renewable
energy. [ am truly impressed and encouraged by the broad range of relations
between our two countries and I believe there is great scope for enhanced
collaboration.

Addressing the issue of rapid urbanisation, the Indian government has set out
to build 100 smart and sustainable cities. This initiative offers a great
opportunity for cooperation between our two countries. Sweden is a world
leader in business solutions and innovation in green technology, energy and
logistics. Investments in the rapidly growing sector of sustainable urban
development are critical for the global environment and the climate
challenge that we face — common challenges that our countries must tackle
together.

In September 2014, during his first address to the United Nations General
Assembly, Prime Minister Modi spoke with conviction about an



“unwavering belief in multilateralism” deeply rooted in Indian society.
Sweden shares India’s strong commitment to promote global cooperation
within the framework of the United Nations.

The United Nations is the heart of global dialogue. It was founded 70 years
ago on the belief that nations of the world can meet collective challenges
only by working together. And in today’s increasingly uncertain world,
effective multilateralism — with the UN at its core — is perhaps more
important than ever. Strong support for the United Nations has always been
— and will always be — key to Sweden’s foreign policy.

Our efforts to internationalise global challenges have proven influential in
the past. The attendance of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi at the United
Nations Conference on the Human Environment in Stockholm in 1972
became a milestone in global environmental cooperation. Looking ahead
towards the upcoming Paris Climate Conference in December, it is
significant that equitable and sustainable development, as defined in
Stockholm over 40 years ago, is now at the top of the agenda. We must
continue to push for a resolute international agreement addressing climate
change. Our collaboration in this area is of great importance to my
government. President Mukherjee’s visit to Sweden represents a new
landmark in the excellent and long-standing relationship between our
countries. As Indo-Swedish relations continue to evolve, our two countries
should commit to joint efforts that reflect the shared values at the heart of
our strong relationship.
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We are taking a stand for
women's rights
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The EU’s voice on women’s sexual and reproductive
health and rights must be strengthened. “Ahead of
today’s meeting in Brussels, we have worked hard for
the EU to be on the front line of the fight for gender
equality”, write ministers Margot Wallstrém, Isabella
Lévin and Asa Regnér in Swedish daily newspaper
SvD.

Although the fight for gender equality is gaining ground globally, in many
parts of the world we are seeing a growing resistance to women’s and girls’
sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR). This is why Sweden is
working down to the wire to ensure that the new Council conclusions on
gender equality to be adopted today take a clear stance. The EU ministers
gathering in Brussels this afternoon have the opportunity to put their
differences behind them and stand up for the fundamental right of all
individuals to have control over their own bodies — at a time when a strong
EU voice is needed more than ever.

In the vicinity of the EU, violent fundamentalist groups are emerging that
want to deprive women of the opportunity to participate in political life,
achieve economic empowerment and gain access to health care. The desire
to control women’s bodies is expressed in its most extreme forms in
fundamentalist groups such as ISIL, which uses sexual abuse to instil fear
and gain ground. But it is not just on the battlegrounds that the fight for
women’s rights is being fought. Resistance to and questioning of the rights of
women and LGBTQ people are also seen in international negotiation rooms
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and among conservative forces making headway in Europe. A study by the
Kvinna till Kvinna Foundation and the magazine Expo shows how right-wing
extremist and nationalist parties that are on the rise in the EU see the rights
of women and LGBTQ people as a threat to the nation state and thus to their
vision of society.

We are living in a time of great change in which women’s economic and
political influence is being strengthened and there is a growing consensus in
the international community in favour of gender equality. Current resistance
can be seen as a reaction to the successes achieved and proof that the fight
for women’s and LGBTQ people’s rights must be relentless. The most
controversial issue is also the most fundamental one — the right to exercise
control over one’s own body, sexuality and reproduction. Women’s rights
activists say that they can go and vote, but they cannot decide who to marry,
who to have sex with or when to have children. This oppression restricts
women’s and girls’ lives and opportunities to fully participate in society on
the same terms as men.

In Sweden, we know that measures for gender equality and sexual and
reproductive health and rights pay off. A century ago, more women died
during pregnancy and childbirth in Sweden than in Namibia today. Today,
maternal mortality in Sweden is among the lowest in the world. Forty years
ago, Swedish women gained the right to free, legal and safe abortions. Over
the last 30 years in Sweden, no woman has died from the complications of an
abortion. These are successes that have helped to build the Swedish welfare
society that we all benefit from today. This year, 2015, is a year of unique
opportunities to move forward on gender equality, including sexual and
reproductive health and rights.

The ground-breaking UN Conference on Women in Beijing celebrates its
20th anniversary, UN Security Council Resolution 1325 on women, peace
and security celebrates its 15th anniversary, and the world is set to agree on
new development goals to ensure sustainable development and eradicate
poverty and injustice. The EU plays an important role in this work.

While there is a great deal of support for gender equality in the EU, opinions
on the SRHR issue are divided. Unfortunately, a small number of countries
have so far blocked a strong and united position, which has weakened the
EU’s voice on these issues in the world.

Ahead of today’s meeting, the Government has been working hard with
likeminded countries in the EU to bring about a change. During the six



months we have been in government we have managed to push through
changes. At our initiative, the High Representative of the Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy, Federica Mogherini, recently announced that
she plans to appoint a high-level representative for 1325 issues, in
accordance with Sweden’s proposal. This will strengthen the EU’s work to
combat sexual violence in conflict and to promote women’s participation in
peace-building efforts.

We are hopeful that our hard work will bear fruit today as well. Our feminist
foreign policy is yielding results. By joining forces we will continue to push
for the EU to be at the forefront of the fight for human rights, gender
equality, and sexual and reproductive health and rights. This requires clear
leadership at all levels in the EU, strengthened accountability and greater
knowledge about gender equality. Cooperation with civil society must be
deepened and the action plan for the EU’s international gender equality
work that is currently being drawn up must cover all areas of EU external
action, which is not the case today. Sweden has an important voice
internationally, but if we can get the entire EU on board we will increase the
impact of a feminist policy that fundamentally challenges oppression,
injustice and violence.
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Although the fight for gender equality is gaining ground globally, in many
parts of the world we are seeing a growing resistance to women’s and girls’
sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR). This is why Sweden is
working down to the wire to ensure that the new Council conclusions on
gender equality to be adopted today take a clear stance. The EU ministers
gathering in Brussels this afternoon have the opportunity to put their
differences behind them and stand up for the fundamental right of all
individuals to have control over their own bodies — at a time when a strong
EU voice is needed more than ever.

In the vicinity of the EU, violent fundamentalist groups are emerging that
want to deprive women of the opportunity to participate in political life,
achieve economic empowerment and gain access to health care. The desire
to control women’s bodies is expressed in its most extreme forms in
fundamentalist groups such as ISIL, which uses sexual abuse to instil fear
and gain ground. But it is not just on the battlegrounds that the fight for
women’s rights is being fought. Resistance to and questioning of the rights of
women and LGBTQ people are also seen in international negotiation rooms
and among conservative forces making headway in Europe. A study by the
Kvinna till Kvinna Foundation and the magazine Expo shows how right-wing
extremist and nationalist parties that are on the rise in the EU see the rights
of women and LGBTQ people as a threat to the nation state and thus to their
vision of society.

We are living in a time of great change in which women’s economic and
political influence is being strengthened and there is a growing consensus in
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the international community in favour of gender equality. Current resistance
can be seen as a reaction to the successes achieved and proof that the fight
for women’s and LGBTQ people’s rights must be relentless.

The most controversial issue is also the most fundamental one — the right to
exercise control over one’s own body, sexuality and reproduction. Women’s
rights activists say that they can go and vote, but they cannot decide who to
marry, who to have sex with or when to have children. This oppression
restricts women’s and girls’ lives and opportunities to fully participate in
society on the same terms as men. In Sweden, we know that measures for
gender equality and sexual and reproductive health and rights pay off. A
century ago, more women died during pregnancy and childbirth in Sweden
than in Namibia today. Today, maternal mortality in Sweden is among the
lowest in the world. Forty years ago, Swedish women gained the right to
free, legal and safe abortions. Over the last 30 years in Sweden, no woman
has died from the complications of an abortion. These are successes that
have helped to build the Swedish welfare society that we all benefit from
today.

This year, 2015, is a year of unique opportunities to move forward on gender
equality, including sexual and reproductive health and rights. The ground-
breaking UN Conference on Women in Beijing celebrates its 20th
anniversary, UN Security Council Resolution 1325 on women, peace and
security celebrates its 15th anniversary, and the world is set to agree on new
development goals to ensure sustainable development and eradicate poverty
and injustice. The EU plays an important role in this work.

While there is a great deal of support for gender equality in the EU, opinions
on the SRHR issue are divided. Unfortunately, a small number of countries
have so far blocked a strong and united position, which has weakened the
EU’s voice on these issues in the world. Ahead of today’s meeting, the
Government has been working hard with likeminded countries in the EU to
bring about a change. During the six months we have been in government we
have managed to push through changes. At our initiative, the High
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy,
Federica Mogherini, recently announced that she plans to appoint a high-
level representative for 1325 issues, in accordance with Sweden’s proposal.
This will strengthen the EU’s work to combat sexual violence in conflict and
to promote women’s participation in peace-building efforts.

We are hopeful that our hard work will bear fruit today as well. Our feminist
foreign policy is yielding results. By joining forces we will continue to push



for the EU to be at the forefront of the fight for human rights, gender
equality, and sexual and reproductive health and rights. This requires clear
leadership at all levels in the EU, strengthened accountability and greater
knowledge about gender equality. Cooperation with civil society must be
deepened and the action plan for the EU Action Plan on Gender Equality
and Women’s Empowerment in Development that is currently being drawn
up must cover all areas of EU external action, which is not the case today.

Sweden has an important voice internationally, but if we can get the entire
EU on board we will increase the impact of a feminist policy that
fundamentally challenges oppression, injustice and violence.

Margot Wallstrom, Minister for Foreign Affairs
Isabella Lovin, Minister for International Development Cooperation
Minister for Children, the Elderly and Gender Equality
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The terrorist organisation ISIL, also known as IS, has spread death,
destruction and fear. We have all witnessed the way in which people have
been murdered or forced to flee, and communities have been wiped out, as a
result of its ravages in Syria and Iraq. We have seen out-and-out atrocities
towards people with differing beliefs and large-scale abuses. And we are
forced to note that ISIL is also attempting to extend its terrorism to other
parts of the world, including Europe.

Sweden, along with all other EU Member States, is therefore among the
countries participating in the international coalition of some 60 countries that
has been formed to fight ISIL in various ways, stabilise Iraq and manage the
consequences of this terrorist organisation’s ravages.

So far, Sweden has chosen to focus its support on a two-pronged approach:
dealing with the urgent crisis, which is a matter not least of humanitarian
assistance, and seeking political means to achieve a long-term solution to the
underlying political problems in the region that have allowed ISIL to gain a
foothold.

We have provided extensive humanitarian assistance to those who have
been forced to flee from their homes in Syria and Iraq and we also support
the stabilisation measures planned in areas secured from ISIL. Like others,
we are also taking steps to prevent possible sympathisers from travelling to
the region to take part in terrorist actions or terrorist training.

In parallel with this, we are supporting political processes aimed in the long
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run at eliminating the breeding grounds of terrorist organisations such as
ISIL. This support takes the form of backing UN efforts to find a solution to
the violence and civil war in Syria, and promoting an inclusive and cohesive
Iraq, in which strengthened democratic institutions will enable the country’s
many different religious and ethnic groups to influence developments. The
emergence of a society under the rule of law is necessary to fight terrorism in
the long term.

Iraq is in a position where military support is also needed to stop ISIL. At the
request of the Iraqi Government, the international coalition is therefore
providing the Iraqi defence forces, including the Kurdish Peshmerga units,
with aerial support and training,

Thanks to this cooperation, it has been possible to check ISIL’s offensive
and areas that were formerly held by ISIL have been secured. One example
is Tikrit, which was liberated from ISIL’s violence last week. This proved
once again that ISIL can be defeated. But that this requires joint efforts.

Since the winter, the Government has been investigating the possibility of
Sweden participating in these joint military operations. Today, the
Government is presenting a proposal for Sweden to participate in the military
training operation in northern Iraq.

The Government proposes that the Riksdag allow a Swedish armed force
consisting of 35 persons to be made available in 2015 to participate in the
military training operation being carried out by the international coalition
against ISIL in northern Iraq. The Swedish Armed Forces will put together
an all-round, fit-for-purpose force to manage the tasks included in the
operation. Should the security situation deteriorate, the Swedish Armed
Forces will be able to make temporary reinforcements to a level of 120
persons for evacuation and reinforcement operations. The Government’s
decision is based on Iraq’s request for assistance to stop ISIL, which also
provides the basis for the operation in international law.

The main tasks of the planned Swedish contribution will be training and
advice to the Iraqi security forces in northern parts of Iraq.

The Swedish force will be under Swedish national command and control
during the operation. Necessary coordination will take place within the
international coalition against ISIL, primarily with other actors in the area of
operations, including the United States, Germany, the Netherlands,
Denmark, Norway and Finland.



The Swedish operation in northern Iraq is part of a larger picture. The
international coalition is actively working against ISIL in several parts of
Iraq, and the operation in northern Iraq is one part of this. Moreover,
Sweden has long had a broad, long-term commitment to and involvement
with Iraq. Our relations are very good and encompass cooperation in a range
of areas based on large-scale international exchanges, mainly thanks to the
substantial proportion of the Swedish population — close to two per cent —
with roots in Iraq and the region. In addition, Sweden has engaged in close
development cooperation with Iraq since 2004, focusing on democratic
development, human rights, the situation of women and gender equality,
anti-corruption and support to civil society.

ISIL’s ravages are terrible. The violence and hatred appear limitless. Their
objective is to inspire fear so that resistance gives way and violence can
triumph. This must not be allowed to happen. That is why the efforts of the
international coalition against ISIL are crucial. Cooperation against terrorism
is the key to success. We, on Sweden’s part, will continue to contribute to
these common efforts.

Margot Wallstrom, Minister for Foreign Affairs

Peter Hultqvist, Minister for Defence
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Swedish - South Africa links go
back a long way
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Pretoria News 8 april 2015 In connection to Swedish
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Margot Wallstrém's visit to
South Africa (for the Nordic Africa Meeting of Foreign
Ministers) she wrote an article describing the long term
committment and relationship between our two
countries. The article also highlights some of the key
issues that she will highlight during the meeting.

One of the proudest moments in modern Swedish history was when Nelson
Mandela visited Sweden in 1990 — the first country outside of Africa — after
his long imprisonment.

Sweden’s relations with South Africa are unique. As far back as the 1960s, a
country-wide Swedish anti-apartheid movement arose. In the early 1970s,
we were the only western country to give official political support to the
anti-apartheid movement, as well as massive financial support.

The victory for democracy in South Africa and the election of Nelson
Mandela as President was an extraordinarily positive event for us Swedes as
well. Since then, the relationship between our countries has evolved and we
cooperate on a range of issues, not least trade and investments.

For these reasons, I am very happy to be here in South Africa today — the
first minister from the new Social Democrat-led Swedish Government — for
bilateral meetings and to participate in the Nordic-African Foreign Ministers
Meeting. I am looking forward to discussions on issues of mutual concern.
Below are four of the issues I will highlight:


https://www.government.se/

Peace and security

Standing up to security threats is a joint responsibility and one in which the
value of solidarity comes through. I commend South African efforts to help
address conflicts on the continent. South Africa’s contribution to the UN
force in the DRC is a case in point.

Threats like this must always be met with determination. Sweden remains
committed to supporting African efforts at regional peacekeeping.
Furthermore, to promote long-term stability and sustainable development in
Africa, Sweden remains engaged in substantial development cooperation in
the region, while simultaneously making great efforts to increase trade.

In Sweden’s neighbourhood, too, new threats have emerged. In Ukraine, we
have seen Russia illegally annex the Crimean Peninsula. We have seen the
terrible situation created by the escalation on the ground in eastern Ukraine,
with no doubt that Russian-backed separatists are responsible. Since spring
last year, more than 6 000 Ukrainians have been killed and one million
people have been internally displaced. Once again, we must remind
ourselves of the necessity of international security based on principles such
as non-aggression, respect for international law and human rights, and the
right to territorial integrity.

Jobs and growth

Swedish-South African cooperation in trade and investments — for example
in ICT and energy and mining equipment — is an important vehicle for future
success for both of our countries. Jobs are in equal shares the foundation of
human dignity and of economic growth. Some 18 000 South Africans are
currently employed by Swedish companies.

This is a good foundation for developing trade and economic exchange
between our countries, leading to sustainable job creation. For youth,
especially, employment is crucial for empowerment and the ability to build a
home and family. This is one of the most important challenges we have as
politicians. Working together, we enhance the chances for dynamic
development in which people from all backgrounds are given a chance to
contribute to development, both with regard to their own lives and to
society.

Peace in Israel and Palestine



One of the new Swedish Government’s first decisions was to recognise
Palestine as a sovereign state. The main reason was that the criteria of
recognition were fulfilled. Through our decision, Sweden wants to give new
dynamics to a halted peace process, facilitate a peace deal by making the
parties less unequal and instil hope in young Palestinians and Israelis that
peaceful co-existence is possible.

The goal is to make it possible for Israel and Palestine to live within
reciprocally acknowledged boarders, with the 1967 borders as the point of
departure and where potential land swaps would require the agreement of
both parties.

Human rights and gender equality

The principles of democracy rest on human rights; that all human beings
have the same rights and freedoms. Democracy is never finalised and
finished, but must constantly be developed and deepened in interaction
between those of us elected by the people and the people who elected us.
Permanent dialogue and contact with civil society organisations is a crucial
tool. This is a task for all government representatives around the world; a
task we must constantly remind ourselves of and work towards.

Human rights are also women’s rights. Striving towards gender equality is
not only a goal in itself, but also a precondition for achieving our wider
foreign and security policy objectives. In this context, I warmly support the
prominent role South Africa has played in promoting the role of women
within the framework of the African Union. The AU Summit decision to
designate 2015 as the year for the empowerment of women is a much-
needed initiative.

South Africa has a special place in Swedish history and political life. I am
looking forward to these days in your country to listen, exchange ideas and
participate in our common task of supporting peace, security and justice.
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Opinion piece from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Swedish - South Africa links go
back a long way

Published 08 April 2015 Updated 17 May 2015

Pretoria News 8 april 2015 In connection to Swedish
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Margot Wallstrém's visit to
South Africa (for the Nordic Africa Meeting of Foreign
Ministers) she wrote an article describing the long term
committment and relationship between our two
countries. The article also highlights some of the key
issues that she will highlight during the meeting.

One of the proudest moments in modern Swedish history was when Nelson
Mandela visited Sweden in 1990 - the first country outside of Africa - after
his long imprisonment.

Sweden's relations with South Africa are unique. As far back as the 1960s, a
country-wide Swedish anti-apartheid movement arose. In the early 1970s,
we were the only western country to give official political support to the
anti-apartheid movement, as well as massive financial support.

The victory for democracy in South Africa and the election of Nelson
Mandela as President was an extraordinarily positive event for us Swedes as
well. Since then, the relationship between our countries has evolved and we
cooperate on a range of issues, not least trade and investments.

For these reasons, I am very happy to be here in South Africa today - the
first minister from the new Social Democrat-led Swedish Government - for
bilateral meetings and to participate in the Nordic-African Foreign Ministers
Meeting. I am looking forward to discussions on issues of mutual concern.
Below are four of the issues I will highlight:
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Peace and security

Standing up to security threats is a joint responsibility and one in which the
value of solidarity comes through. I commend South African efforts to help
address conflicts on the continent. South Africa's contribution to the UN
force in the DRC is a case in point.

Threats like this must always be met with determination. Sweden remains
committed to supporting African efforts at regional peacekeeping.
Furthermore, to promote long-term stability and sustainable development in
Africa, Sweden remains engaged in substantial development cooperation in
the region, while simultaneously making great efforts to increase trade.

In Sweden's neighbourhood, too, new threats have emerged. In Ukraine, we
have seen Russia illegally annex the Crimean Peninsula. We have seen the
terrible situation created by the escalation on the ground in eastern Ukraine,
with no doubt that Russian-backed separatists are responsible. Since spring
last year, more than 6 000 Ukrainians have been killed and one million
people have been internally displaced. Once again, we must remind
ourselves of the necessity of international security based on principles such
as non-aggression, respect for international law and human rights, and the
right to territorial integrity.

Jobs and growth

Swedish-South African cooperation in trade and investments - for example in
ICT and energy and mining equipment - is an important vehicle for future
success for both of our countries. Jobs are in equal shares the foundation of
human dignity and of economic growth. Some 18 000 South Africans are
currently employed by Swedish companies.

This is a good foundation for developing trade and economic exchange
between our countries, leading to sustainable job creation. For youth,
especially, employment is crucial for empowerment and the ability to build a
home and family. This is one of the most important challenges we have as
politicians. Working together, we enhance the chances for dynamic
development in which people from all backgrounds are given a chance to
contribute to development, both with regard to their own lives and to
society.

Peace in Israel and Palestine



One of the new Swedish Government's first decisions was to recognise
Palestine as a sovereign state. The main reason was that the criteria of
recognition were fulfilled. Through our decision, Sweden wants to give new
dynamics to a halted peace process, facilitate a peace deal by making the
parties less unequal and instil hope in young Palestinians and Israelis that
peaceful co-existence is possible.

The goal is to make it possible for Israel and Palestine to live within
reciprocally acknowledged boarders, with the 1967 borders as the point of
departure and where potential land swaps would require the agreement of
both parties.

Human rights and gender equality

The principles of democracy rest on human rights; that all human beings
have the same rights and freedoms. Democracy is never finalised and
finished, but must constantly be developed and deepened in interaction
between those of us elected by the people and the people who elected us.
Permanent dialogue and contact with civil society organisations is a crucial
tool. This is a task for all government representatives around the world; a
task we must constantly remind ourselves of and work towards.

Human rights are also women's rights. Striving towards gender equality is not
only a goal in itself, but also a precondition for achieving our wider foreign
and security policy objectives. In this context, I warmly support the
prominent role South Africa has played in promoting the role of women
within the framework of the African Union. The AU Summit decision to
designate 2015 as the year for the empowerment of women is a much-
needed initiative.

South Africa has a special place in Swedish history and political life. I am
looking forward to these days in your country to listen, exchange ideas and
participate in our common task of supporting peace, security and justice.
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Opinion piece from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Sweden increases humanitarian
aid to Syria

Published 30 March 2015 Updated 17 May 2015

SVD 30 mars 2015 Tomorrow, the international
community will come together in Kuwait for a donor
conference concerning the Syrian crisis. Sweden will be
there to show our strong commitment and continued
support to the region and all those affected by the
horrors of war.

Our message during the conference will be clear. We must not abandon
people who are entirely dependent on the rest of the world for their survival.
This is why we will make a pledge for increased support.

There is a fear that the donor community will tire after four years and that
the spotlight will be directed elsewhere. That the endless violence and the
lack of a political solution will lead to resignation among the donors. But the
world must not give up. The Syrian crisis is one of the most serious crises of
our time. More than 220 000 people have been killed and 12 million people —
half of the country’s population — have been forced to flee, often more than
once; and of these, eight million are refugees in their own country. They are
trapped in the terror of violence between various armed groups that are
deliberately directing their attacks against civilian targets. Not least the
barrel bombings of the Assad regime cause immense damage and injury in
civilian areas.

Women and children worst affected by the war

As always, women and children are the worst affected by the war. This has
been aggravated by the advance of ISIL. The extreme control and the
terrible abuses being committed by ISIL are a cause for concern not just in
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terms of security today, but also in terms of what the future may bring. All
the while, we are hearing reports of how regime soldiers use rape as a
military means of instilling fear into and repressing local communities. The
abuses are continuing in the refugee camps outside the country’s borders,
where desperation and poverty are growing and humanitarian organisations
report that increasing numbers of girls are being forced into marriages. And
yet in the midst of this chaos, it is the women who are trying to bring
normality back to everyday life, get food on the table and a roof over their
heads, and care for the children and the elderly.

A real concern is the situation of children. We are witnessing a lost
generation grow up before our eyes, and we must join forces to combat this.
Over two million children in Syria are not attending school, and the same
applies to over half of the child refugees outside the country — 600 000
children and rising. They are the future of Syria, and the growing
hopelessness among child refugees risks turning into a powder keg with
security implications for Sweden, too.

SEK 350 million in humanitarian support for Syria
2015

The difficulties of working inside Syria for help organisations and the
protracted nature of the conflict must not deter donors. Sweden is therefore
increasing its commitment in the Syrian crisis in a number of ways:

Sweden is stepping up its humanitarian operation. Because the situation is
getting worse and the conflict is spreading further into the neighbouring
countries, Sweden will pledge at the conference tomorrow SEK 350 million
in humanitarian support for 2015 to alleviate the Syrian crisis. This is an
increase on last year’s initial pledge of SEK 270 million to Syria and the
affected neighbouring countries. The Ministry for Foreign Affairs and the
Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency are following
developments closely and if the situation deteriorates further there may be a
need for more support. Special measures will be taken to protect women and
girls from forced marriages, kidnapping and sexual violence.

Syria’s neighbouring countries — Lebanon, Jordan and Turkey, for example —
are taking in by far the largest proportion of refugees from Syria. Three
million people have so far sought refuge there. The EU must do more to
support them. Sweden, together with Germany, has taken in the absolute
majority of Syrian asylum seekers in the EU. Sweden has taken in some 65



000 people, including stateless people, since the war started in 2011. This
can be compared with the approximately 220 000 in the EU as a whole, a
figure that includes those taken in by Sweden.

New aid strategy for Syria

Sweden pushed for the adoption of the UN Security Council resolutions on
improving access for humanitarian personnel, and we are now taking
forceful action to ensure that these are respected. Sweden is one of the
largest donors in the Syrian crisis and has a strong voice in the UN bodies.
We are working systematically with the UN on the ground to find ways for
help to reach vulnerable groups inside Syria. This has its problems, but many
people are receiving help. Since 2011, Sweden has provided SEK 1.3 billion
for everything from blankets and food to medical care and women’s centres.

Sweden is adopting a new aid strategy for the Syrian crisis comprising SEK
1.5 billion over the coming years. The conflict in Syria continues to
deteriorate and we therefore need a long-term and flexible strategy for how
Sweden can best contribute to alleviating the suffering caused by the war,
and how we can support democratic forces and mitigate the impact on
neighbouring countries. It should bridge the unnecessary gap that currently
exists between urgent disaster relief and long-term development work. This
is about creating the conditions for a future Syria after the war, where peace
can gain a foothold. Priorities will be children’s schooling and support to
civil society organisations that are working inside and outside the country
under very difficult conditions to build confidence between people. These
peaceful counterforces — often women’s organisations — need the support
and recognition of the rest of the world. This is crucial if there is to be a civil
society that can build democracy once we have achieved peace.

Aid will not end the war or people’s suffering. This will require a political
solution. However, the lack of a political solution makes aid important. Used
correctly, it can save lives and create better conditions for rebuilding the
country. It will be a lifeline for very many people, make life that little more
tolerable and give people the sense that others around the world are on their
side.
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Opinion piece from Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Plugging Government into Peace

Published 23 March 2015 Updated 17 May 2015
Building Peace 23 mars 2015

Information and communication technologies (ICTs) are transforming
relationships. Networks are rapidly replacing hierarchies; the power of actors
to effect change increasingly depends on the number of connections they
have rather than the name of their institution; and what we call “mass
communication” can nowadays be sparked by a single individual. But
modern forms of interaction made possible by ICTs, particularly social
media, can also enable governments to engage directly with citizens in new
ways. An important part of this dynamic is ensuring that relevant actors play
a key role in conflict resolution and that women, in particular, are able to
take part in emerging networks. To take full advantage of the technological
revolution, governments need to find new ways to interact with the public.

When Sweden recognized Palestine as a state, the news spread quickly
around the world—in part due to the strong opinions surrounding the topic.
But an additional important explanation is the new social media system the
Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs (MFA) has been developing to enhance
its digital public diplomacy and the reach of news like this. Since 2013, most
Swedish embassies have had a presence on Facebook and Twitter. Recently,
the Swedish MFA launched a dedicated news portal, designed to increase
discussion around Swedish foreign policy in social media by drawing on the
expertise in the organization.

The process of enhancing the Ministry’s use of social media is part of a
wider push that acknowledges a shift in citizen mobility and behavior.
Hierarchies are giving way to networks of people who self-organize
organically to collaborate and make their voices heard. New forms for
engagement and innovation are emerging that draw on the opportunities that
lie in new information technologies and leverage the power of networks to
approach problem solving in new ways.


https://www.government.se/

Although technology in itself is neutral and can be used for both good and
evil, this positive potential must be duly recognized.

In conjunction with technological developments, security policy is expanding
to encompass issues such as gender equality, climate change, migration,
freedom of speech, and public health. The security of individuals and their
right to freedom of association and expression are key issues for advocates
of smart power.

People’s everyday concerns are intrinsically linked in a fine web of relations
and interactions, whose exponential growth is often driven by technological
development. One case in point, where Sweden is using ICTs to empower
women and girls in new ways, is the work of the Swedish International
Development Cooperation Agency (Sida) to increase socio-economic
equality between women and men by ensuring equal access to technology.

At its best, technology helps create social development and real, people-to-
people communication across borders and conflict lines. It can generate a
global sense of community in which people can find common ground. At its
worst, virtual communications can be misused to spread propaganda and
hatred, and fuel conflict. Conflict thrives where there is a lack of
understanding and where access to information varies.

As a result, technology’s potential, for good and bad is expansive and needs
to be explored thoroughly. Although technology in itself is neutral and can
be used for both good and evil, its positive potential must be duly
recognized. This is why the Swedish MFA takes learning and engagement in
this new environment seriously: in order to understand and inform the new
landscape, we need to be part of it.

To respond to this new reality, the Swedish MFA is increasingly engaging
directly with global audiences, an iitiative which has raised new questions
regarding the way the organization interacts with the public. There is a
growing need for an agile capacity for collaboration with emerging actors,
and we need to do things differently if we want to make an impact. In the
past, it often sufficed for foreign ministries to deliver official messages of
their governments’ policies, but today their role is much more dynamic—as
partners and nodes in the exchange processes, both listening and expressing
their views with a genuine curiosity about important issues and the countries
they engage with.

In keeping with the modern transformation of this role, the Swedish MFA is



actively exploring novel forms of engagement that tap into the field of digital
innovation. These initiatives include the Stockholm Initiative for Digital
Diplomacy (SIDD), a co-creative event bringing together various actors from
the field of digital diplomacy for a workshop on the future of diplomacy in a
connected world.

The first SIDD event took place in 2014 in Stockholm and gathered digital
diplomats from all over the world. The second edition is a multifaceted
campaign combining digital content with convenings at multiple locations
across the globe. The campaign, Midwives4all focuses on women’s rights to
safe motherhood and the importance of midwifery to health and
development. According to a recent United Nations (UN) study, well-trained
midwives can prevent two-thirds of deaths among women and newborns,
illustrating that midwives should be recognized as heroes. This is an urgent
matter and I will personally take part in the campaign to highlight the
importance of investing in midwifery services globally.

In collaboration with the Dutch Embassy in London, Sweden has also
developed the Diplohack concept, an experimental platform for combining
the specific skill sets of diplomats, social entrepreneurs, tech developers and
designers, journalists, academics, NGOs, and businesses to ‘hack’ traditional
diplomatic problems in start-up style groups.

Although these small innovation hubs function as laboratories, they also
represent a genuine intention to stay informed about technological
developments. This intention reinforces a foreign policy based on Sweden’s
priorities for a safer world: to build our security in solidarity with others, our
top priorities are: a feminist foreign policy empowering women, an active
UN policy, disarmament, and sustainable development. Our experience is
that constant change is the new norm. Those who are innovative and take
initiative, however modest, will be able to promote positive development.
We therefore need to be explorers and adapt to new circumstances as we
aim for our policy objectives.

Importantly, technology is now making information flow from places that
previously were blank spots on the mental map of policymakers. We can no
longer say “we did not know,” when images and videos of conflict and
human rights violations recorded on smartphones and distributed over the
Internet, are reaching us from the most remote places in the world.

Big data has opened new pathways to development and conflict resolution.
The information technology revolution sweeping across the globe is also



opening the way for many socially beneficial applications of technology. By
analyzing mobile money transactions (while keeping them anonymous), the
United Nations Global Pulse, a flagship initiative on the use of big data, has
been able to demonstrate the feasibility of creating early-warning systems for
food security. Flowminder, a Swedish foundation, combines anonymized
mobile phone data with traditional surveys to solve public health problems,
such as mapping the spread of Ebola. A further example is that through
careful and real-time analysis of social media, it is now possible to quickly
pinpoint ceasefire violations.

The positive effects of technology, the Internet and big data for development
must not be overlooked in discussions of issues of surveillance and privacy
now taking place at the UN and elsewhere. The use of big data will be
crucial to ensuring that we know what is happening, not least in relation to
the new sustainable development goals currently under negotiation at the
UN.

It is safe to say that policymakers and diplomats—just like most of us—have
not yet fully grasped the consequences of the mobile revolution as it comes
to unfold, a key vehicle for interconnectedness and the foundation of the
global village. With all the data in the world accessible via smartphones in
our pockets, government still needs to figure out how to close the gap
between analysis and action. The distance between organizations working in
the field and decision-making at the political lev