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The coronavirus crisis is not a time for less cooperation, closed doors or
protectionism. Now is the time for more international cooperation, write
government ministers Ann Linde, Peter Eriksson and Anna Hallberg.

International cooperation is needed to manage the crisis. The spread and
impacts of the coronavirus are posing difficult challenges for all of us. The
world is in crisis management mode. Country after country is launching
stimulus packages. Borders have been closed and flights have been
cancelled. International systems are being challenged. We know that
international cooperation is required to beat the pandemic and manage its
impacts. International efforts must also be maintained to protect democratic
and free societies, and to safeguard trade and jobs in Sweden.

The rapid spread of the coronavirus shows how closely interconnected
countries are. It is not strange that the world’s countries have initially
focused on responding to the emergency at home. It is the primary
responsibility of every government to ensure the security and well-being of
its citizens. But viruses don’t care about national borders. What happens in
other countries affects us.

There are forces that want to benefit from the situation. We see a risk of
anti-democratic forces filling the vacuum as normal, structured international
exchange slows down or is put on hold. Some see an opportunity to weaken
international cooperation and redraw the global playing field.

The world is not taking a break. We will push to promote our values and
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interests – both during and after the coronavirus crisis. Sweden will continue
to push for security, democracy and human rights. We will continue to give
one per cent of our GNI to development assistance, and we will be at the
forefront of free, fair and sustainable trade. The pandemic brings many
issues to a head, exacerbates conflicts and creates additional challenges.

Democracy and women’s human rights must be protected. To respond to the
crisis, many countries have introduced draconian measures. In certain cases,
the fight against the pandemic is being used as a pretext to silence political
opposition, journalists, civil society and human rights defenders. This is why
our Drive for Democracy is even more important than before. We have
taken the initiative to bring together high-level representatives of the UN, the
EU, the Council of Europe and the OSCE to contribute to the protection of
democratic principles and human rights in this new environment. Our
embassies are tasked with monitoring how the pandemic is affecting
democracy.

International cooperation is required to combat disinformation. We are
working together in the EU to strengthen efforts to counter disinformation,
and we have stepped up our efforts to deal with coronavirus-related issues.
The Swedish Institute and the Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency are
working to counter inaccurate information about our response to the
pandemic.

The global security situation is impacted by the pandemic. A worldwide
ceasefire is needed to enable a focused response to the pandemic. Sweden
therefore backs UN Secretary-General António Guterres’ appeal for a global
ceasefire. We are actively working with the parties to the Yemen conflict,
among others, to urge them to heed the UN’s call, as now seems to be
happening. Security threats during the pandemic must be taken seriously and
we are working closely with others to counter increased threats.

The pandemic will hit poor countries and the most vulnerable. Sweden has
already contributed SEK 40 million to the WHO Contingency Fund for
Emergencies and SEK 100 million to the UN’s major humanitarian response
plan to support the world’s most vulnerable countries. This is crucial for a
rapid and coordinated international response to the impacts of the pandemic.
In the EU, we have also worked to increase support to our Eastern
Partnership neighbours, and for EU coordination of the response to Africa’s
management of the pandemic. Sweden provides support to Gavi, the Vaccine
Alliance, to ensure that the whole world will benefit from new vaccines. We
are now looking at how Swedish development cooperation can increase



efforts in the fight against the coronavirus pandemic.

According to an Oxfam report, half a billion people could be pushed into
poverty as a result of the pandemic. We must ensure that financial support
packages benefit everyone and that we build a more sustainable and
equitable economy over the long term. The Government’s Global Deal work,
international development cooperation and better conditions for trade union
activities around the world will be even more important.

Cooperation is needed to help those who are stranded abroad. Many Swedes
have managed to return to Sweden on their own, which shows that requiring
travellers to take personal responsibility works. However, in some situations
this has not been possible, and so far more than 4 900 people have been able
to return to Sweden thanks to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs’ cooperation
with other countries, airlines and tour operators. Close cooperation between
the Nordic foreign ministers means we are helping each other bring back
home our Nordic citizens around the world. We are also working
cooperatively in the EU to help each other’s citizens return home.

The EU must be a strong global actor. Amid global concern, the EU needs to
take a leading role in pushing for global action. Sweden supports the High
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Josep
Borell. By acting together and collectively, the EU can make a big
difference.

Trade needs to work even in emergency situations. We cannot possibly
produce all healthcare products and medicines here in Sweden. To protect
health and jobs, Sweden is working hard to ensure that both the EU single
market and world trade work effectively even during the coronavirus
pandemic. To increase the supply of essential goods, Sweden has pushed
through the proposal to suspend EU tariffs on medical equipment.

Nordic cooperation should be enhanced. As each country is now making
decisions to protect its population, we are tackling the challenges through
close dialogue – and we are helping to minimise the adverse impacts for each
other and our citizens living in border regions. Nordic cooperation plays a
major role in the emergency we are in, and it will be crucial to our long-term
efforts to manage the impacts of the pandemic.

The coronavirus is presenting us with major new challenges. We are
experiencing something unprecedented in modern times. Our strong
conviction is that Sweden’s international engagement is important both for



solving the coronavirus crisis and for contributing to security, sustainability
and welfare. This is not a time for less cooperation, closed doors or
protectionism. Now is the time for more international cooperation.
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